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Ron & Linda Mineau 
Arroyo Grande, CA 

Editor's 1 
NOTEBOOK 

by Jon Sanborn 

THE FUTILITY OF WORRY 

Q
uite some time ago, a square dance 
friend offered a phrase, which has 
lingered long in my mind. That phrase 
seems most appropriate for repeating 

and for carrying into the New Year. 
"Worry pulls tomorrow's cloud on today's 

bright sunshine." 
Of course we have our problems, worries, 

and inequities in our day-by-day living and to 
some extent, in our square dance activity. We 
always have had, and we probable always will 
despite our efforts to think otherwise. 

How futile, and foolish, it is to worry, espe-
cially about difficulties that are already behind 
us. Directing our thoughts and our efforts to 
the future makes much more sense. 

Take a hint from the "bug" in the following 
jingle: 

"The Lightning Bug is brilliant 
But he hasn't any mind; 
He flies about the universe 
With his headlight on behind." 

How much more important it is to look to 
the future, to set attainable goals, to keep at it 
and have fun doing it. If there is no fun in your 
square dance activity, something's wrong with 
all you're doing. To forget the mistakes of the 

past and concentrate on achievements of the 
future just makes common sense. 

For the rest of the New Year, let's adopt a 
new philosophy: set aside trivial irritations and 
personal preferences; believe that nothing is im-
possible just because it hasn't been tried in your 
club; believe that past and current mistakes can 
be rectified with appropriate planning; estab-
lish a positive attitude of fulfillment. 

Give a thought to this: 
"There are only two things to worry about. 

Either you are well or you are sick. 
If you are well, then there is nothing to worry 

about. 
If you are sick, there are only two things to 

worry about. Either you will get well or you will 
not. 

If you get well, there is nothing to worry 
about. If you do not, there are only two things to 
worry about. Either you will go to Heaven or 
not. 

If you go to Heaven, there will be nothing to 
worry about. If you do not go to Heaven, chances 
are you'll be so busy shaking hands with people 
you know that you won't have time to worry." 

Mac Mc-Cullar 
San Luis Obispo, CA 

scope-gig mac records 
PRESENTS 

BM 111 (ReRelease) Oh Lonesome Me by Ron Mineau 

FLIP INSTRUMENTAL 
BM 181 Ma (She's Making Eyes At Me) 

	
BM 174 Country Memories 

BM 180 Who VVouldnY Lover Her 
	

BM 168 ICould Have Loved You For A Lifetime 
BM 179 Eight More Miles To Louisville 

	
BM 138 Rainbow Stew 

BM 178 Don't Keep Me Hanging Around 
	

BM 136 I'm Walking The Floor Over You 
BM 177 Manna 
	

SC 535 Put Your Atilt, Around Me (Limited Supply) 
BM 176 John Henry 
	

SC 516 Poor Boy (The Onginal - Mac's First Vocal) 

PO Box 1448, San Luis Obispo, CA 9 3 4 0 6 Tel: 805-5 4 3-2 8 2 7 
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February brings us new editors forRound Dance Pulse 
Poll—Bev and Bob Castel] of Knoxville, Tenn. We wel-
come them aboard and hope that they'll be receiving your 
rounds of the month on a regular basis. 

This month also brings us two new features. At the end of Bob Osgood's As I See It, you'll 
find Joe Lewis, Milestone, 1975. Each month, Mr. Osgood will be sharing a page from 
CALLERLAB's Honor Book, which includes 46 Milestone Award recipients. We look forward 
to learning more about those who have paved the way for today's callers. The other added feature 
is our listing of Trail Dances. It is hoped that this will be of some help to you while winding your 
way through to the 46th National S/D Convention in Florida this year. 

If you're planning your summer travels, be sure to turn to Plumb Line and read about the 
Ramblin Rose RV Resort and Square Dance Hall. If you like being in the midst of giant red-
woods, this is the place for you! But if Disney World is more to your liking, then you'll enjoy 
reading about some lucky square dancers who spent Christmas In Florida at the "Magic King-
dom." 

Ready for some Straight Talk? Susie Rotscheid of The Netherlands, shares her thoughts about 
whether our national square dance conventions should charge the full entrance fee to those who 
attend just to watch. Feel free to let us know your thoughts on this controversial matter. 

In the meantime, don't forget to honor your sweetheart this month—share it with us and you 
may see yourself in People/Events, as did this month's contributors! 
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Ask Dave 
Got a dancing problem and need an answer or opinion? 

Dave speaks his mind, taking stands and answering questions as 
only he can, with plain talk, common sense and humor. 

DAVE GIPSON (219) 482-2565 EMAIL: DGIPSON@MIXI  NET 

Dear Dave: We recently visited a local club. 
By the treasurer was a sign, "Donation—
members $2.50 guests $3." Personally, I find 
this practice tacky, but would appreciate 
your comments. 

Al Koffman 
Kingman, Arizona 

I'm not sure which part is tacky, non-members 
paying more or the sign advertising the fact. 
Seems to me if I wanted more guests, I'd be 
giving them the discount, not charging them 
more. I realize some clubs offer a discount to 
members paying for a number of dances in ad-
vance. If you want to give a discount to mem-
bers, have them pay up front and simply sign in 
at the actual dance. But even then, there is no 
reason to advertise that different "donations" 
are required. Myself, the word donation implies 
a voluntary contribution anyway. Some clubs 
believe that by calling the admission fee a do-
nation, they can skirt a few legal issues, but 
I'm little dubious. 

Nice touch—The Battlecreek Wagon Wheels 
club collects admission fees "after" the dance 
has started. In the door ... hang up the coat 
... and onto the floor a-dancin'. Makes you 
feel right at home. 

Dear Dave: I had understood that you needed 
only one licensed caller at a club dance, and 
that guest callers or apprentice callers were 
covered by that license too. 

Heiner Fischle 
Hannover, Germany 

Technically, it is NOT correct. The exception 
to the rule is an occasional amateur night. 
Weekly performances by apprentices are sim-
ply another performance and therefore must be 
licensed. If a person is a guest "caller" then he/ 
she is not an amateur and must be licensed. See 

the series on ASCAP and BMI licensing start-
ing this month. I hope it will answer your 
questions. 

Dear Dave: A few weeks ago I attended a 
dance where a square of dancers whooped 
and hollered ALL NIGHT! It was fine for a 
short while, but they became so loud some-
times, we couldn't hear the calls. And, they 
danced in their own squares all night long. I 
was taught that was rude. What can we do? 

Anonymous 
Dayton, Ohio 

Well, here we go again! I suspect they dance in 
their own group because they feel they won't 
be bothering anyone with their "whooping and 
hollering." Unfortunately, loud is loud no mat-
ter where you're dancing. What to do... 
hmmmm. If they were members of my club, I 
would find the opportunity to speak privately 
to each. Honesty is the best policy. If their noise 
bothers you at your dance, why would you go 
to their dance if you knew it would only be more 
of the same? Enthusiasm is great but we 
shouldn't get carried away. Callers need to teach 
new dancers proper etiquette and this clearly 
isn't proper. My caller mentor told me early on, 
"Your dancers, the ones you teach, will emu-
late you," or words to that effect, i.e., what you 
are, they will become. We as callers should lead 
by example. So, you should do nothing. Some-
day a caller or square will simply stop and look 
at them. Don't forget to smile if it's you. 

Dave answers all questions; 
ASK DAVE—Dave Gipson 
3330 Oswego Ave. 
Fort Wayne, IN 46805-2126; 
Phone: (219) 482-2565; 
FAX: (219) 482-4281; 
E-mail: dgipson@mixi.net 	41 
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Wes Dyer 
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ireetinsl,1 
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The Best Kept Secret in 
Square Dance Music 
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DR 69 FEELIN THAT OLD TIME FEELING by Hal Dodson 
DR 9008 ALL FIDDLE/COTO (hoedown) 

1:2003a118 
DR 65 I GET OFF ON COUNTRY by Troy Ray 
DR 71 BOBBIE McGEE by Won ,e Ca as 

PlaBBILLIS 
PR 1145 HILLBILLY BOY (GIRL) WITH THE BLUES by Johnne Scor 
PR 1148 RAINBOW STEW by Darer LipSCOMID 
PR 1151 BRING ME DOWN by Al Nom 
PR 1153 TWO TWIN GAL by Srving Sorr 
PR 2016 CATNAP/JOE (hoedown) 
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Ocean Waves 
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(512) 836-0223 
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(913) 4133.3861 
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AO' 
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PMDOU RECORDINGS, AVDonna Horn, 4270 W. 1250 S., Ogden, UT 84404 (801) 731-7222 
Mark/BJ Clausing, 1623 Hunter Road, Fairfield, OH 45014 (513) 858-6340 FAX: (513) 858-6339 

Mark Clo,sog 
(513) 858-6340 

Cndy whooker 
(217)224-7493 

Len Dougnenv 
(4121654-3050 

_I 
(918) 333 50ev 

Mark & BJ Claus,ng 
General Managers 

s D:r.5sa 
:Dw r 
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by Bob Osgood 

Something to ask yourself: Does square 
dancing have a "star" system? Some seem 
to think it does; others say no. If there is a 

"star" system, who are the stars? 
When you stop to look closely at the square 

dance picture in almost any community, you dis-
cover the emphasis is, as it should be, on the 
local club. A great number of these club danc-
ers may never dance anywhere but with their 
own group of friends. Consequently, the per-
son who taught them to dance, quite likely the 
same person who is their club caller, is their 
"hero." He is their "star." He is the one who 
introduced the activity to them and who, in their 
eyes, is "Mr. Square Dancing." Try to tell them 
differently and you're in for an argument. Men-
tion the name of an outstanding traveling caller 
and they may give you a blank stare. Tell them 
of some topnotch recording caller and they're 
likely to come back with, "Who needs records? 
We have our caller—in person!" 

If there were to be a "star" in the activity, it 
would have to be the club caller. When he does 
his job successfully, supplying the needs of the 
dancers in his community, training new danc-
ers, retaining the old ones, providing variety 
within the programs that please the great ma-
jority, then he is the "super star." 

What then is the place of the traveling caller 
and of the recording artist? For lack of a better 
term, these men and women are the incentives; 
they provide inspiration for the area callers. But, 
while the local club caller/leader is dependent 
upon the recording caller and the traveling caller 
for inspiration, the reverse is also true. 

From a well-known traveling man, who, in 
recent years, has called for large dances in more 
than thirty-seven states and who produces an 
average of more than four new recorded calls 
each year, comes these serious questions: 
"Where would we who travel be without the 
home club caller? Who would train dancers to 
make our trips possible? Who would put the 
material we create into actual practice? Who 
would encourage the area dancers to dance to 
us when we come to town if it weren't for the 
caller-on-the-spot?" 

Undoubtedly, some club callers have been 
discouraged when they have spent countless 
months in teaching classes and preparing new 
dancers for the pleasures of club dancing, some-
times with minimal financial returns, only to 
have an out-of-area "big-name" caller come to 
town and receive a high fee and glowing pub-
licity for a one-time appearance. 

If he'll think back, this local club caller will 
remember the times his dancers have come up 
to him at one of these events to say, "You know, 
if it weren't for you we wouldn't be here hav-
ing fun today. There's no getting away from it, 
he's as great as you said he was, but you taught 
us so that we can dance to him, and, confiden-
tially, you're still our favorite!" 

Sometimes, dancers forget to tell their caller 
these things. Occasionally, callers themselves 
are overly sensitive. But remember this, the 
success of any program in American Square 
Dancing depends to a large degree upon the 
callers and teachers at the local level. They are 
the heroes, the "stars" in this game of square 
dancing. At the same time, it is the wise home 
club caller who recognizes the fact that he is 
merely the link that brings together the dancer 
and his activity, square dancing. 

Any caller's true reward cannot be based 
alone upon dollar value or upon applause. He 
gets his thanks by a feeling of accomplishment, 
by recognizing the fact that he has contributed 
to the happiness of those he has taught and 
called for. 

* * * * 

Having said all that, we can't overlook the 
fact that there have been other "stars," the pio-
neers, the men and women who have spent 
much of their lives in helping develop square 
dancing and make it available to all of us. 

Back in the early 1950s, The American 
Square Dance Society instigated The Square 
Dance Hall of Fame and started inducting into 
its ranks many of the early leaders. In 1971, 
eleven Hall of Famers gathered at Asilomar in 
Northern California and formed 
CALLERLAB—the International Association 
of Square Dance Callers. 
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