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Editor's l

NOTEBOOK

t is the time of year when we look for new

beginnings. March ushers in the springtime re-
newal of all God's creations. In this same vein of
speaking, we can usher in a new. beginning in the
Square Dance world. All we need to do is band to-
gether with ideas and make an attempt to bring forth
this renewal of interest in our activity.

Much has been said and is stil] being written con-
ceming the shrinking of our square dancing activity.
When we talk about renewal we must remember it
takes all of us to get the job done. It takes interest in
new ideas that constantly come forth through articles
in this and other publications. We can’t just sit back
on our laurels and say, “well, I did all 1 could for
square dancing.” If all of us really did everything we
could for the activity, there would surely be some-
thing happening and a change would occur. Don't
give me that old tired excuse “you didn't know what
to do” either.

Let’s start thinking about the future of our activ-
ity in earnest. Let’s start listening to others and read-
ing articles dealing with the dilemma. Start thinking
on your own. Make the new beginning part of your
life as a square dancer. It's not all the fault of the
caller, and it’s not all the fault of the dancers. I've
been on both sides of this equation, and believe me it
takes all of us to do the job. SO, GET MOVING AND
THINKING!

One remark that is often heard is the statement [
am only an average person, thus an average
dance square dancer, and have only average abili-

ties, not a doer, not a leader, not a writer, not capable
of handling that responsibility.”

AVERAGE is what failures claim to be when asked
why they are not more successful; AVERAGE is the
top of the bottom; AVERAGE means run of the mill,
mediocre, insignificant—qualities no one should ever
admit to!

Is “AVERAGE" a cop-out? Is “AVERAGE" tak-
ing up space for no purpose? Is “AVERAGE" a case
of passing one's life away with time rather than to
pass one's time away with involvement, with doing?

Square dancers involved in something more than
just personal enjoyment know they have a mixture of
good and bad days, they have successes and their fail-
ures but never do they consider their efforts to have
been AVERAGE. They have learned that it doesn’t
pay to be too sensitive, that they should let some mat-
ters pass over their head like water off a duck’s back.

Those truly involved for the betterment of square
dancing have learmed not to lose their temper; they
care not who gets the credit as long as the service is
completed; they recognize that others have capabili-
ties also; that hard work, not cleverness is the secret
of NOT BEING AVERAGE!

ROUNDS
SC 54 Never Say Never P-3+ ) by Ken & Elena
SC 55 Destiny Waltz P-2 by Ken & Elena
SC 56 Hazel Eyes P-3 by Ken & Elena

%.QEQ&-‘QQW&Q TeONAS
PRESENTS -
BM 173 Back On My Mind Again by Stan
BM 172 Back In Your Own Backyard by Mac
BM 171 Good Loving by Mac

Ken Croft Stan Cole
Elena de Zorda - Mariposa. CA
San Francisco, CA FLIP INSTRUMENTAL

BM 170 I'm Telling Myself A Lie by Stan

BM 169 Jeepers Creepers by Mac

Bm 168 1 Coukd Have Loved You For A Lifetime by Moc
BM 166 Downtown Knoxville by Moc

BM 165 King Of Country Music by Ron

PO Box 1448, San Lujs Obispo, CA 93406 Tel: 805-543-2827
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March, coming in like a lion, going out like a lamb (at

= — east that’s what us Californians are counting on)... Our
lr '_\—’—’—’_‘q—[ cover this month was inspired by the wonderfully talented
EBBY-L_ENE - Fuk Gundeen's March, 1960 SETS IN ORDER cover

(editor—Bob Osgood).

Part I ¢f TO DANCE WITH LLAMAS will be sure to put a smile on your face. Join Bruce Watson
on his hummorous journey to find out exactly what square dancing llamas look like.

Find out the history of Lac-A-Do and why it was so aptly named in this month’s PLUMB LINE.
Feel those goose bumps rise once again, as Bob Osgood, AS I SEE IT, tells us of one of Lloyd “Pappy”
Shaw's experiences with The Cheyenne Mountain Dancers and how they survived a tragedy while on
the road. BOOK NOOK gives us information on how to order Casolinas Heritage, the official cook-
book for the 47" NSDC and HEMLINE, by Phyllis Mugrage, once again gives us some great ideas on
how to make the sleeves of our dresses more attractive. WHAT'S GOING ON IN SQUARE DANC-
ING? Plenty! Be sure to read this feature so you won’t miss out.

1 Alaska Cruise 44 28 JISDC 69 55 Royal Records 41
2 Bill Davis SD Service 8 29 Jo Pat 91 36 Sciota Woods RV Park 62
3 Branson 5 30 john’s Notes 72 37 Scope-Big Mac 2
¢ British National 72 g; Kalox 16 35 Shirley’s 78
¢ Burdick Enterprises 98 33 Kentucky Dance 23 60 Solid Gold 55
7  Capital Callers 61 34 Kirkwood Lodge 38 61 Square Dancetime 35
g8 Capital Engraving 25 35 Knoxville Tours 36 62 Square Dance Videos 57
9 Cascade Records 90 36 Kopman's Call School 27 63 Square Dancers Closet 60
10 Cope Crest 45 37 Kopman's Choreo 77 64 Supreme Audio IF
11 Daystar 99 38 Lionshead 12 65 Tic Tac Toes 65
}g Dot’s Western Duds 75 ig Meg Simkins 10 gg Travelcall 97
14 Eagle Records 49 41 Mike's Records ] 68 Trip of a Lifetime 40
15 Ed Fraidenburg 98 42 Mikeside Management 98 ¢g Vee Gee 48
16 Elite Records 72 43 New Line of Fashions 37 79 Walt Cole 98
17 English Mountain 52,53 44 NSDD 97 71 Western Squares Intl 84
18 ESP91 45 Palomino IB 72 Yak Stack 17
19 Four Bar B 85 46 Perry’s Place 50
20 Global Music 41 47 Petti Pac 29
21 Gold Star Video 22 48 R &R Video 19
I 12 Grenn 18 i Random Sound 4
23 50
24 Hanhurst's OB 51 Rawhide 31
25 Hi Hat Records 58 52 Rhythm Records 87
1 26 Hilton 74 53 Rockin M Records 9
27 J & J Manufacturing 97 54 Roundalab 11
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% TEMPO .-

e find things changing in our society at a

very rapid pace. For instance, a person
can’t count on a retirement from a firm after
working twenty or thirty years for that firm.
Many people have been “let go"” from their jobs
after enough years to approach retirement. It
must be devastating to have to start training for
a new vocation when you are nearing your
middle years.

But change is inevitable. Thus we are going
through an inevitable change in square danc-
ing. We seem to have “let go” of the old and
given value to the new or “younger” ideas com-
ing into the picture.

Change is not better when it undermines the
basic structure of a tried and true activity like
ours. It is, rather, a destructive entity we are
faced with. Many of us say “take out the lesser
basics and go with the more progressive ones.”
Such as teaching beginners how to coordinate
when they should be taught what a right arm
turn really is.

This thing of teaching is an important part
of our society. People are taught business skills,
computer skills and so forth. Yet teaching is the
most abused profession, especially in square
dancing. There are callers who have never be-

fore taught anyone anything, and here they are
trying to teach new dancers the rudiments of
square dancing. It is ridiculous when we ob-
serve what happens with the student when s/he
is not taught properly.

Our teaching skills should include clarity of
explanation, repetition of action by the student
and use of the basic being taught at least part of
the evening during class. Many times we can
look at a floor and pick out the dancers who
have not had proper training in square dancing.

Our activity is one that is so completely for-
eign to most people that it must have all the
rudiments exposed for the sake of refinement
in the execution of the dance. This comes with
good teaching habits. When our students are
ready to graduate and dance at open dances, we
must be sure they will not be frowned upon if
they make a mistake. Truly, the mistake is usu-
ally the fault of the instructor.

When we teach well, and utilize all the ba-
sics for a firm foundation, we then are starting
in the right place to introduce square dancing
to the general public. Any other misuse of the
teaching form may lead to the loss of new people
in the activity.

odnd i

7317 Harriet Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55423
(612) 869-9501

ASHTON & CALIFONE AMPLIFERS
MICROPHONES BY

ASTATIC & ELECTROVOICE

NADY WIRELESS MICROPHONES
SPEAKER STANDS & TILTERS

FREE

CATALOG

Oscar & Shirley Johnson

(612) 869-6168 Res.

RECORD CASES & SLEEVES

REPAIR SERVICE

CUSTOMIZED MUSIC VOLUME CONTROLS
34&5- YEAR CALENDARS

MAGNETIC & TRAVEL PATTER AIDS
NEEDLES, TAPS, WAX, MISC.
POLYETHYLENE RECORD STORAGE BOX
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DANCE YOUR WAY TO

BRANSON!

YOURPERSONALIZEDPACKAGEWILLINCLUDE:

ﬁ Exciting Shows ﬁ Fabulous Shoppingﬁ Fantastic Food ﬁTime for Dancing

OZARKMOUNTAINHOSPITALITY!

All this and more awaits your group when you plan your 1996 Branson tour with

Branson Area Reservations! Don't miss out on this exciting and affordable destination!

We plan complete individual and group tour packages.

CALL TODAY!
1-800-964-8687

3524 Keeter Street
Branson, MO 65616
FAX 417-337-8305
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