SEPTEMBER IS SQUARE DANCE MONTH
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Exceptional Reliability—
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Square Dance Month is here! Are you
involved in a plan to interest new dancers
in learning to square dance? If not, it's
probably not too late to formulate a com-
paign for late September. Why do we en-
courage this? Because the best reports
on classes during 1986 came from loca-
tions where a concerted effort had been
made through demos, publicity, special
events, to inspire interest in square
dancing.

The story is told of a small business-
man who ran a hot doq stand. He was
quick, served good frankfurters, gave
good service. His fellow townspeople
flocked to his stand, and business was so
good he thought he'd expand. His ac-
countant was horrified. ““What! Don’t you
know there's a depression coming? In-
terest is high, inflation is high, this is cer-
tainly not the time to expand!"* So the man
cut back on his meat orders and con-
tinued as he was. He sometimes ran out
of food and often ran out of places for
customers to sit. His crowds dropped off.
He sold fewer hot dogs. He looked at his
accounts and said, "‘That accountant was
right. We are on the brink of a recession.”

Does this story have any relation to our
square dance activity? When we repeat
and repeat the cry that square dancing is
“down,’ do we in fact contribute to its
decrease? And what might we do to in-
crease the numbers of people who enjoy
the activity in our areas?

Consider a publicity campaign. A good
p.r. campaign might include not only good
news about square dancing in your availe

able media—newspapers, radio, TV—but
the news that dancers themselves
spread. At a club meeting, a topic of
discussion might be how to spread a
positive image of square dancing, by what
we say, what we do, how we |ook.

At a class graduation night about ten
years ago, a longtime dancer said to a
group of the class dancers, "“Well, class
was really more fun than the club—just
wait til you see all the problems in the
club!" We wished we could have pro-
cuded a gag, then and there, but it was
too late. That dancer is still dancing; none
of the members of that class are. Her
remark was not the whole reason, certain-
ly, but might well have deterred some from
following up on club acivity following
graduation. Are we careful to be good p.r.
representatives for square dancing?

Biill & Nona Lizut

Santa Fe NM

BIG MAC RELFASES

BMOBI BACK ON MY MIND AGAIN

BMO81 YOU DO SOMETHING TO ME
BMOBD WALKING TO KANSAS CITY

BMO79 FIDDLIN' MAN

BMO78 I'LL COME RUNNING

scope— big mac records

SCOPE—Big Mac Records

Presents Rounds on SCOPE
SC26 SOMEWHERE/cued by Bill
Choreo by Bill & NOno Lizut
SC25 |F YOU'RE INLOVE/CUED 8Y Trudie
Choreo by Chal & Trudie Chatfieid
$C24 GYPSY WALTA/Cued by Helen
Choreo by Bill & Helen Stairwalt

BMO77 BEST THINGS IN LIFE ARE FREE
BMO76 BLUE MOON OF KY
BM0O7S TWEEDLE DEE

PO Box 1448 San Luis Obispo, CA 93406
Write for new catalog

Bill & Heien Stairwait

Libertyville IL

RECENT ROUNDS ON SCOPE

$C23 DOODLIN SONG/CUED

$C22 BANJOLA/CUEDQUINTANGO/CUED
SC21 YOU'RE ADORABLE/CUED

SC20 QUINTANGO/CUED

SC19 LEFT FOOTERS/HAPPY POLKA
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Russ and Nancy Nichols, writers of
“AC Lines," have ‘‘retired’’ due to the
pressure of work and other activities.
BY-LINE We thank them for their faithful and
regular submissions. Replacing them
will be Ed Foote, a many-faceted caller
who is well know as an authority on Advanced and Challenge Dancing.

Fred Cavinder, author of an excellent article on publicity, was the correspondent
who wrote varied and humorous pieces in preparation for the National Convention
in Louisville, Kentucky in 1983. Other familiar names appear among the writers this
month: Jo Jan Nunley, with a helpful suggestion on club memoirs; Bill Barr, with
some other tips for good club management; Bev Warner, describing an exciting new
possibility for square dance outfits; Millard and June McKinney, with a description
of the Phase Rating System. Another familiar name is Burdick, Sue this time. Qur
daughter lives close by the Cleveland suburb where Bob Howell resides, and inter-
viewed him for ASD.Bob took her to a school square dance and she ended up danc-
ing with the principal while observing Bob in action.
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We, my husband and |, enjoy your
magazine very much. We are just learn-
ing to round dance and are so grateful for
your "‘CueTips.” Carol Joseph

Key Largo, Florida

Please enter our subscriiption...it's a
really fine magazine and we refer to it very
frequently in our work on the board of our
club. Jean & Dallas Miller

Newport News, Virginia

We just began dancing in December of
1986 and have so much to learn. We've
met such wonderful people and I'm sure
we will fully enjoy square dancing in the
future. Stanley F. Johnston

Ruthven, lowa

Please keep up the good work with an
excellent magazine. Sometimes its arrival
suffers quite a delay but (it’s) still worth
waiting for. | find the record reviews, with
the figure rundown much better than it
was at the end of last year.

H. McDonald
Westcourt, Australia

What did we miss on pages 40 and 817
Both were blank in our June issue. The
thought of our missing two pages of ASD
keeps us with a lost feeling. You see, we
do read, look and study “‘our’” magazine

in depth. Keep up the good work!
Don and LaDonna McWain
Kelso, Washington

It was a thrill to receive the special
Rush copy of ASD and find us featured
in "'L.O.D." Thank you for including us in
your publication. We have subscribed to
your magazine for about 20 years and
have enjoyed each issue. We look forward
to all the interesting and informative ar-
ticles published every month. Keep up the
good work. George & Jayne Sheldon

River Forest, lllinois

Thank you so much for the outstand-
ing review of Potlucks and Petticoats in the
June issue. | always enjoy the column, but
naturally | was overwhelmed with this one.
| do appreciate the way you handled it,
especially well-written for those who have
“hung up the skillet.”

Putting the cookbook together was a
fun project from start to finish. We've
already sent one sizable check to Habitat
for Humanity and have another on the
way. We're hoping we can help build
some houses—as well as take care of ex-
penses for the Spirit of '86 project. It was
an interesting two years, to say the least.

Becky Cope
Dillard, Georgia

...Many of us who have been in the
square and round dance field for 25
Continued on Page 91

PO BOX 216

GRENN

LATEST ROUND DANCE
GR17102 DOODLEY DOO two-step by Ted & Luella FLoden
NEW ROUND DANCES TO OLD GRENN RECORDS
GR14188 LIGHT & LOVELY WALTZ by Nellie & Keith Glover
GR14224 YOU ARE MY LUCKY STAR two-step by Nellie & Keith Glover

BATH OH 44210

New Square Dance Series following the Callerlab list of basics:
GR12202 GET ALONG HOME CINDY Instrumental Hoedown/Dick Jones calls the flip side
No. 2 in the S/D PROGRESSION series:
circle 4, swing, all 8 star, 4 men star, change partners
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About thls time of year (July with half
a leaf-flip to August) | get that hazy, lazy
feeling that summer-in-the-mountains
always invokes—Kkind of a half-a-hunch
that the world is spinning around ad-
mirably well, and I'm mighty glad to be
able to take a ride atop it.

As we (both Cathie and I) spend a
leisurely six weeks here at Silver Bay,
New York, sort of at ease, or half-throttle,
or on inactive mode, we get to do body-
mind-spirit-restorative things, like talking
to geraniums (in front of our cottage) in-
to full bloom; cutting a trail through the
woods in order to collect one half-dozen
bee stings; loving half-a-dozen tennis
games; rigging the sail and sailing the rig;
watching leaves rustle on a row of young
beech trees to remind one of swirling
green petticoats; fleeing to flea markets,
sailing to barn sales, lawn sales, garage
sales; taking early morning bird walks so
that obscure black-and-white warblers
can record me on their Life Lists; hang-
ing wreck-tangular screen doors; eating
in and dining out some (Some Inn dining
can be out-of-sight for modest incomes.);
and finally, making our moods create our
schedules instead of letting strict
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schedules dictate our moods.

Red Skelton once said: "'Don’t take life
too seriously because you won't get out
of it alive.”

More quotes:

“The cemteries are full of important
people we couldn't get along without.”

‘*Live each day as though it were your
last—one day you'll be right.”

Aberdeen, South Dakota—To get to
Aberdeen from Fort Wayne, Indiana (The
Indiana point of origin was important, as
you'll see later.) is almost impossible if
one needs to arrive in time to kick off a
Saturday afternoon caller clinic, but my
agent did the best he could. | flew from
Fort Wayne to Detroit to Minneapolis to
Jamestown, N.D., scheduled to land at
1:30. (The actual landing was 2:15.) |
rented an Avis Celeb to drive south on a
100 mile run at breakneck speeds to
Aberdeen for a late start with ten callers
and as many spouses of the East River
Callers Association. Bless their hearts for
patiently awaiting my arrival. The clinic
was held in an intermittently cool/hot con-
ference room of the Holiday Inn on an
almost 100-degree-day. We explored the
topics of Programming, Singing Calls,
P. R., in the sultry Saturday session, and
a few other sundry subjects on Sunday.
We wrote a super singing call which you'll
see later.

Callers present, as | recall, were Alice
(Highmore CC grad), Dale (Nevada MO
CC grad), and his other brother Dale, Den-
nis (clinic setter-upper), Cal (Happy an-
niversary, Maxine), Bill (who still thinks |
owe him four bucks), Brownie
(Arabia/Sweden benefactor), Don
(dominotable caller-mentor), Doyle (newer
can be better) and whoeverelse. My hosts
were Dale and Ella Mae Bengsten. Dale
also cued rounds at the dance | called
there Saturday night for the Belles &
Beaux club at the fan-cooled Rec. & Cuilt.
Center, where ten sets slid, slithered,
snickered and simmered. Nice to have
the Dakota Wheelers (chapter of National
Campers) roll in and rollaway with us.
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Auburn, Indiana—There’s something
special about conducting a Caller College
(College meaning a one-week non-credit
training school), and especially this one,
the Midwest College, with fellow professor
Don Taylor at Don's and Bev's cozy Pro-
menade Hall in the antique car city. This
year (our third college together) we chalk-
ed through our chunky curriculum with
eight student callers from four states:
Michigan, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and
Minois, and vendor/mentors added two
more: Indiana and Ohio. We ran the
school six days this year, Monday through
Saturday, with Friday night off for good
behavior. Graduation Saturday was a
blast, with the traditional cake, diplomas,
photos, hugs 'n shrugs 'n farewells,
timorous trips for terrifc tips to the mighty
mike, and all that sort of fun and final
folderal.

We plucked and clucked and shucked
and ducked through a waggin’ wagon-
load of cheerful, chanticieer-ful choreo,
and that genial gang of ours performed
with hardly a ruffled feather throughout
the week. One of the best schools yet, by
golly, thanks to a sharp bunch of eight,
and a setting that's conclusively conduc-
tive to luminous elucidation.

We won't soon forget Gene (*‘Hit on the
corner’’) and Kris, John (the nose knows)
and Cal, Bud ("Go past 27 birches."’),
Dave K. (newer caller, but true bluer
cuer), David W. (our young short-tipped
thrush), Tom (the hat) and Liz (repeaters)
Bill (very keen berry king—also a
repeater), and Burl (camp 'n dance king)
and Pam. Three of last year’s students
also dropped by on Saturday for
graduation—Betty B., Arnold, and Jolly.

Upper Sandusky, Ohio—It was a two-
hour-plus straight shot east from Auburn
to “Upper’’, and | interrupted the college
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{Don also called elsewhere that night.) to
call for the Wyandot Squares (Y + ®

's), home of the last Indian tribe in Ohio.
(Do Indians dance, too?—Co-ed.) It was
a welcome chance to return to that club
after at least a five year absence. The
club has had its ups-'n-downs but now
they’re definitely on an upswing. We had
eight [1's on a hot summer night (actual-
ly two sunsets away from summer). They
meet in modern Angeline School. Fresh
strawberry desserts were served and
eaten with relish (eagerness, that is )
along with nut bread sandwiches. Such
neat eats were obviously plucked by par-
ticularly picky picnic packers. R/D cuer
was Cindy May. After the dance | hi-tailed
it back to Auburn, where one more CC
day lay ahead before | could head home
to Huron,

Huron, Ohio—Our Lighthouse club is
now only scheduling about six dances a
year (every other month), but | must say
a word about our annual 4th of July pic-
nic with its good food and off-again-on-
again rain storm, along with its off 'n on
electric current. Despite the interruptions,
it was wet 'n wild. Thanks to Danny Beck
and Lee Zeiber for memorable mike
momentos.

WASHINGTON

Ellensburg, Washington—Time for the
big one. Time for Cathie and me to fly to
Seattle, then rent a car to drive east
(Ellensburg is mid-state) to be keynoters
at the 19th Washington State Leadership
Seminar. | was so honored three times
('73,'78,'87) but this one was definitely
the piece de resistance in every way. Our
participation was to start on Friday, but
we went a day early so we could enjoy
stops like the majestic Snoqualmie Pass,
where we stopped for coffee; the town of
Snoqualmie where we Bedded and
Breakfasted with Con and Jean Potter in
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