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Following all the discussion of the 
problems of square dancing, tnis month 
we present some upbeat plans for 1986 
that will enable those with the "spirit" to 
share their love for square dancing. For 
months, ASD has included opinions 
about and suggestions for dealing with 
the decrease in dance numbers due to 
dropouts and declining attraction of new 
dancers. Meanwhile, many staunch and 
devoted dancers have continued their 
club activities, and are enjoying their 
dancing as much as ever. Among the ar-
ticles we received are some that are con-
firming that square dancing is fun, but 
approaching it from several angles. We 
are printing those together, so you may 
read, compare, agree/disagree. 

Now that many classes are approach-
ing graduation, we look again at leader-
ship. Does involving newer dancers in 
club leadership keep them active? Does 
it contribute to early burn-out? How 
much should they be involved? This is 
another question that is treated in this 
issue. 

As editors, we have been very involved 
in reading the opinions and problems 
sent in by readers. We attended the 
Crossfire discussions, and know that 
many people are concerned. However, 
looking back at "Encore," we see that 
many of the same comments were being 

Co,;Fni10RIflL 

made 25 years ago. For the intervening 
quarter century, square dancing has re-
mained a healthy, enjoyable, fun activity 
that constantly involved new and experi-
enced dancers. Many leaders worked to 
insure this progress, promoting classes, 
teaching beginners, coordinating 
special events, working at better com-
munications. 

Much of this work is still going on. The 
current enrollment for next month's na-
tional convention does not point to a 
decrease in dancer attendance, al-
though club dance size is admittedly on 
the decrease. Perhaps much depends on 
the dancers who are graduating this 
spring, how they are treated as they at-
tend open dances, and their percentage 
of retention in next fall's activity. 

Let's try to be welcoming to each and 
every one! 

scope— big mac records 
NEW RELEASES ON BIG MAC 
BM074 HAZEL EYES by Darren Gatlin 
BM073 NEW LADY OF SPAIN by Mac 
BM072 Cancelled 
BM071 CAJUN MOON by Jeanne Briscoe 
BM070 MEMORIES TO BURN by Ron Mineau 
BM069 OH JOHNNY by John Eubanks 
BM068 WALKING THE FLOOR OVER YOU by Ron 
BM067 HOTTEST "X -  IN TEXAS by Jeanne 

Box 1448, San Luis Obispo CA 93406 

Darren 

Galina 

NEW RELEASES ON SUNNY HILLS 
SHOOS SHE WAS AN UPSTART by John Eubanks 
SH5007 DON'T KEEP ME HANGING AROUND 

by Darren 
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Those who are awaiting news from the 
April Callerlab Convention in Baltimore 
will want to turn to Page 31 first, to find 
the several positive steps voted by that 
body. Then back to an array of articles 
dealing with present and future projects: 

Dan Martin, late-night dreamer at Crossfire of the balloon project and LEGACY trustee, 
was the main author of "Let's Go For It," a comprehensive promotion plan that may 
work with the Callerlab decisions to make 1986-87 a boom time for square dancing. Bill 
Litchman, keeper of the LLoyd Shaw Foundation Archives, tells us how to go about 
preserving the SID history of our areas. Bev Warner relates the experience of busing to a 
convention, and highly recommends that method. 

In two side-by-side discussions, Lou Lansing and Mary (our book reviewer) and Bill 
Jenkins present thoughts on past and present dancing. In another twosome, Mary and 
Bill and Doc and Peg Tirrell discuss aspects of leadership. The Jenkins and Tirrells are 
LEGACY trustees and square dance leaders in many categories. Peg Tirrell is at present 
executive secretary of Roundalab. 

May your May dancing be great fun! 

\C\ 	 
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will forward their requests to the proper businesses. 
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We were honored by your loyal readers 
(dancers, callers and cuers) with con-
gratulations (Feb. 86 "Hem-Line") at the 
Northeast Kansas Callers Festival on 
Feb. 1. Some had just received their 
issues that morning and had read them 
on the way to Topeka. (Isn't that being 
loyal readers?) 

Thanks for being so thoughtful and 
mailing our early R-U-S-H copy. We look 
forward to ASD each month, because it 
is so helpful to us and we appreciate all 
of you. 	 Ray & Lorna Kelley 

Manhattan, Kansas 

Ed and I wish to thank you for profiling 
us in your "Facing the L.O.D." column. 
Many of our dance friends made a spe-
cial effort to tell us they enjoyed seeing 
it and reading about us. Others who are 
not close friends but dance with us felt 
they know us better now, thanks to the 
article. 

We enjoy the magazine and look for-
ward to other leaders who will be pro-
filed in future issues. 

Ed & Gloria Kilner 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Thank you for copies of American 
Squaredance for our graduating class 
April 4. I hope you will receive many new 
subscriptions...We are honored by mak-
ing ASD this month in "Facing the 

L.O.D." and have had many compliments 
in regard to it. 

Wayne & Marge Lundberg 
Tampa, Florida 

On reading "Feedback," February '86, 
I felt I should cast one vote for the long-
term health and growth of square danc-
ing. We need a way to learn and dance 
only MS or only basic movements. I am 
reminded of the recent "half-way" dance 
in our area where new dancers, old 
dancers and callers all had a good time. 
Yours for better (simpler) square dan- 
cing! 	 Glenn Marshall 

Cambridge Springs, Pennsylvania 

As a SID caller in the Treasure Valley, I 
would like to explain what our group is 
doing for the public. Every year St. 
Luke's Hospital joins in the National 
Tele-A-Thou for the Children's Miracle 
Network which raises funds for the 
pediatrics section. We are presenting 
our second annual Dance-A-Thon to 
raise funds for the Tele-A-Thon...dancing 
for 12 hours...Stop in and see what we 
are doing...at the Red Lion Riverside in 
Boise from 7 PM May 31 to 7 AM June 1. 
We are expecting about 600 and expect 
to raise $2,000... 

Robert Young, chairman 
Boise, Idaho 

...Thanks a million for the surprise you 
gave us in your December 1985 issue. It 
came at a great time because we cele-
brated Village Square's 8th anniversary 
on Dec. 2. You sure have your fingers on 
the pulse of square dancing! 

Second, we have Village Square listed 
with a realtor, and it looks like we will be 
selling in the spring! The new owner 

Continued on Page 97 
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L.P. SERIES FOR SCHOOLS & NEW DANCERS: Calling by BOB RUFF 
WW LP 1001 	Basics 1-22 	WW LP 1002 	Basics 1-34 

WAGON WHEEL IS A DEALER FOR ALL RECORD LABELS & DANCE SUPPLIES. 
IT IS HEADQUARTERS FOR THE PROMOTION OF WINDSOR AND MACGREGOR 
RECORDS AND IS A LEADING SCHOOL SUPPLIER FOR ALL TYPES OF DANCE 

RECORDS. FREE CATALOGS ON REQUEST. WE SHIP EVERYWHERE. 
8459 Edmaru Ave., Whittier CA 90605 (213)693.5976 
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ODD ODEISILLYSOLILOQUY 

Can a crocus 
Really choke us 
Up, as spring 
Approaches? 
Can an Orkin man, 
With cork in hand, 
Eradicate the 
Roaches? 
Sure as shootin' 
Roo tin-tootin spring 
Has sprung— it's for 
Sure! 
Fetch the Bisquick 
Bake some biscuits 
Fire the grill, fill the 
Skewer. 
Dancers all 
Please heed the call, 
Ignore the impulse for 
Day-dreamin'. 
Spring invokes 
For folksy folks 
Pleasure in Plus, plus main 
Mainstreamin'! 

Mercy, Percy, what a wayward way to 
start May Day, muddle-puddle, gander-
meanderings! (Maybe you think it could 
be verse, nurse?— Co-ed.) 

This month we turn back the pages to 
mid-February and carry you straight 
through some spring swing things, al-
most to the end of March, up to the time 
of Callerlab in Baltimore. First, let's hob-
ble off to Hobbs.... 

Hobbs, New Mexico— I flew through 
Dallas and continued west to land in 
Midland-Odessa, Texas, where I rented a 
dirty green Avis Buick Century (a  

beautiful car despite the color). It was 
then a short drive through oil well coun-
try chasing a spectacular sunset over 
the border to Hobbs, where my hosts, 
caller/owners Dick and Betty Parrish had 
set up a dance at their Chapparel Center 
(see ASD, Aug. '84, p. 57). A dozen sets 
came out, brilliant in red for Valentine's 
Day. Don Dillard cued. There were cakes 
and cookies galore— incredible edibles. 
It takes an hour just to study the 
memory-graphics on those spacious 
walls, including choice pages from ASD 
and photos of one of our joint Swiss 
trips. Dick restores antique cars on the 
side. (....and the backs and fronts, 
too?— Co-ed.) 

Gulfport, Mississippi— After landing 
in New Orleans, again Avis smiled on me 
with a jet black Olds Cutlass for the 
pounce over the Pontchartrain and 
across the border for my mission in 
Mississippi. There was a choice but 
spirited crowd at the Star Twirlers an-
nual ASDance, where Ron Thomson 
loaned the sound and Voncille sounded 
the rounds. Howard Smith was setter-
upper. Old friends the Drakes from 
Mobile area were there. Eat treats were 
sweet— a multi-birthday party (see Party 
Line, last month). 

Montgomery, Alabama— It was a six 
hour drive from the port city to the King 
city for another visit to that marvelous 
enlarged MASDA Center, home of many 
Montgomery clubs. Tom Brock cued 
rounds. Key-ordina tor was Charlie 
Waller. Nice to see caller-friends Wayne 
Nicholson, Dewey Glass, others. I'll be 
back. After a short night at the Econ-o-
Lodge I cruised in my grander panoplied 
panther over the pre-dawn panorama to 
New Orleans and home. 

Lincolnton, North Carolina— For the 
next two days I drove my old Heavy 
Chevy a few hundred miles instead of 
flying. Reason: high costs of flying and 
poor connections on the minus side and 
good driving weather the end of 
February on the plus side. Going south 
at this time was like a touch of pre-
spring. I could almost see Forsythia 
peeking out at me the whole time (Who's 
Forsythia?— Co-ed.), although I chased 
a few raindrops on this trip, too. A nice 
crowd came out at the Lincoln 's club 
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that night, although a Gatlin-burglar had 
stolen some folks away. and a flurry of 
flu that flew for a few further 
foreshortened the full floor. Never-
theless the link with Lincoln (close to his 
birthday) added a nice theme flavor. 
Long day, short night in the Carolina 
Motel. 

Springfield, Ohio— The day dawned 
early for me and I pointed old H.C's 
toothsome grille northwest on 1-77. 
Another long drive to Springfield near 
Dayton. (It's interesting that both N.C. 
and Dayton claim the Wrights for flights; 
and both are right with rites written to 
wit!) The S'Allemanders club provides an 
interesting play on words. The S is for 
S-pringfield. I found out that 
S'Allemanders can allemande better 
than salamanders would if salamanders 
could allemande! Lovely encounter. It 
was a hi-lo dance— that's scheduling 
alternate tips for new dancers. Neat 
eats. Church location, center of town. I 
saw John and Gay Chevalier (Dillard CC 
grad). 

North Olmsted (Cleveland) Ohio—
Next I did one for the Cues & Tips club at 
that cozy cabin in the woods. C&C club 
was inspired by caller Bill and Gerry 
Benhoff. Bud and Delores Miller rounded 
out the program. There was a surprising-
ly good showing of sets at this show 
despite showers of snow, blow and icy 
glow going round. 

Mission, Texas— The dance I called in 
the famous Mission Bell Resort hall 
(jumbo hall, largest in the Valley, holds 
125 sets, home of Haag hundreds) had 
its plusses and minuses also this year. 
Among the plusses were: 

• A beautiful on-time flight from 
Cleveland to San Antonio. 

• An easy lour-hour drive in my Avis 
Toyota straight south to Mission, the 
west point on the rockin' Rio retirees 
resort strip. 

• 75 degree weather there in late 
February. 

• 75¢ unleaded gas prices— lowest 
in many years. (Leaded was less, but 
almost nobody is lead-fed anymore.) 

• Meeting especially nice square 
people from (....hold your breath....) 
Toronto, Iowa, Ohio, Vermont, Michigan, 
Missouri, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois 
and Arizona. 

• Working with Dingie and Dottie 
Wheeler (soon to retire) on the rounds 
docket. 

The minus side was simply that very 
few folks came out (unlike all previous 
visits) and I had to chalk it up as a choice 
charity slip trip. But who cares? I had a 
ball! 

Lubek (Parkersburg) West Virginia — 
It's been a couple of years, and I've real-
ly missed this little town visit with its 
perpetually-ponderous dance turnout. 
As expected, we had over 90 couples at 
the ASDance, due mostly to the vigorous 
promotion of Betty Graham (Country 

's), Jack Compton (Stardusters), Nan- 
cy Snowden (Grand 	's), Ralph Well 
(Athens Allemanders), Charlie and 
Carolyn Hearn, Ray and Pat Holder 
(Bells & Beaus) and especially to Karen 
Rippeto, wife of caller Keith. There's a 
hard working/talented couple. He 
records on Ranch House. Three callers 
(Keith, Kent Hall and I) did a trio tip tidbit 
with rousing results. Upbeat night. Cuer 
was Charlie Hearn. Country roads: take 
me back home to Wild, Wonderful West 
Virginia any day! (My roots are there—
two years at old Salem College. my  alma 
mater.) 

Savannah, Georgia— A midweek 
Delta dash to this historic southern port 
kicked off a two-day peach state 
popover. It was a ditto date for the 
Geechee Goofers; this time at a Nassau 
Woods beaut of a beam-braced building. 
Jackie did a Tyre-if f ic job cueing rounds, 
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It's been quite jolly to jaw 
With you human beans aplenty 
We've steered both gee and haw 
On jaunts to haunts, over twenty. 

But taste fades, even in candy 
And parting is often quite dandy, 
So no more munchy meanders afar 
I must flip while the door is ajar. 

while Gene tended their almost-year-old 
coo-er. Chairman Bill Gomez was emcee. 
Hosts were Joe and Doris Hagan. Wilda 
Steinhauser covered the door. Doris 
Hughes was top ticketeer. There was 
plenty of Spring in the air and spring in 
the steps of this great Georgia GG gang 
as March opened lamb-like. We after-
partied at Shoneys. 

Incidentally, I learned a lot about 
Savannah. such as: 

• To greet a Geetchee. you'd say: 
How. 

• There's nary a vamp in Savannah. 
Nor a vampire. Only Peaches. (Who's 
Peaches?— Co-ed.) 

• Sherman never marched complete-
ly into the city. He stopped just outside 
at a Welcome Center and suddenly the 
war was over. 

• Whitney didn't really cotton to gin. 
although he was a creative mix master, 
and when he left, Buds turned up like a 
shot on every plantation. 

• Live oaks are so old and 
bewhiskered in Savannah, you'd think 
they were dead. 

• Savannah is so full of blarney, only 
Ireland itself can emulate the emerald 
blush of a bash that blows that city sky 
high each March. (Now a little more 
blarney has been added.— Co-ed.) 

Augusta, Georgia— The two hour trek 
north a la l'il red Avis Escort was easy 
next morning. The first blush of spring 
was evident in the redbuds. Dogwood 
blossoms were chasing pussy-willows. It 
was another ASDance that night with a 
healthy 72 couples, some fresh from 
class. Abundant fun. We were upgraded 
from the pit to the paladium as it were 
(into the gorgeous old J.S. Casino). 
CSRA Fed set it up; Circulators of Aiken 
were hosts. Nell (Jerry) Knight cued. 
Callers present were Doug Jernigan. 
Dick Chance, and Bill Prather, who set 
up sound. Key-ordinators were Keith and 
Marlene Pettus, emcee was Pete Melton. 
My hosts were Dan and Mary Martin, 
soon Alaska-bound with us. Good oppor-
tunity to have a meaty Alaska yak with 
them, and we chewed the fat till mid-
night. (Yak meat? From Alaska? Strange. 
That's gnu to me! — Co-ed.) 

Auburn (Ft. Wayne) Indiana— Having 
spent a large part of the cold months, it 
seems, in warm areas like New Mexico, 

North Carolina, Alabama. Texas and 
Georgia (plus Florida and Hawaii 
reported last month), I was slightly un• 
prepared for the shivery Chevy west 
weekend jaunt into Indiana and Illinois. 
But warm hospitality at dances always 
prevails, and Auburn and Danville were 
no exceptions. It was a third anniversary 
party for the Tri-County Skirts & Shirts of 
Auburn, the old car town, complete with 
cake, duo callers and a whoppin' crowd 
of 20 	's in the M-H school gym. Don 
Taylor called with me. Becky Cole cued 
some cool ones. Other callers present 
were Howard (He and Becky Cole-
aberate.), Ed Wedge, and Tom Goodwin, 
Harold and Lois Spencer were 
emcee/prexies. Great night. The club is 
justifiably proud of their tales bulletin, 
eighteen couple grads, caravan capers 
hither and yon, and more. 

Danville, Illinois— Straight south of 
Chicago lies the little town of Danville, 
and to get there I simply hustled across 
Indiana from my latest date, and got 
comfortable at the Candle Lite Motel, 
near the American Legion hall where I 
called for the Friendly Mixers. Program-
wise, a pleasant Plus employment 
prevailed with plurality, although 
number-wise we hit a minus side. An in-
teresting coincidence is that Linda Short 
cued rounds and Becky Long was 
emcee. (Mmm. The Long and Short of 
it.— Co-ed.) Furthermore, both women 
have the same birthday and birthdate! 
Nice club. I like their jar of jolly jelly 
beans. And on that tasty morsel, we'll 
close like this: 
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