


Here's our July fashion issue, wit
apologies to the male half of the maga-
zine's circulation. It seems only right
that at least one issue of the yearly
twelve should be devoted to the fair
sex. WITCH or some other liberation
organization may still picket our of-
fice (if they can find it) for only once
a year dedicating ourselves to distaff
interests, but in the main, the libera-
tion movement as such has not spread
to square dance taws. Our ranks are
filled with women who keep their
homes running smoothly, their chil-
dren properly gued, their husbands
happy, and whose idea of a night out
is living it up in colorful finery at a
“swinging’’ dance where their faces
glow, their feet tap and their skirts
swish. Poor unliberated things!

We've been doing a strictly non-
official survey among our club-mem-
ber friends, our bridge-playing friends,
and our square dancing friends. It
seems that in general the square dan-
cers find their lives and their marriages
more satisfying and have brighter out-
looks for the future than do the others,

as reflected in general conversations.

Perhaps it’s the sociability of the acti-
vity, or the activeness of it, if you will,
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that convinces us that there s nupc ...
the world in spite of human frailty and
the depressing events of recent months.
Perhaps it’s as one beginner said, "'l can
see why square dancing helps you to
forget problems; after you get to a
dance, you never have a chance to
think about them.” It isn’t that square
dancing always changes the people who
dance, but that it attracts the kinds of
people who respond this way. And
note that we said in general — there
are always exceptions when we try to
make sweeping statements.

When square dancing ladies do pro-

test, though, your distaff editor is go-
ing to lead the march for kindness to
taws on the dance floor — no more un-
comfortable twirling in a right and left
grand, no cutting out the graceful do-
sa-dos, no dancing as men to fill up the
squares, no ‘‘star thru” ending to a
ladies chain! Give a good strong gentle:
manly lead, and we’ll dance happily in-
to the seventies!
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May SQUARE DANCE arrived and |
have read thru page 13 only, but just
had to stop to write this.

| say “Three Cheers’” to Frank Leh-
nert on his excellent article concerning
round dances on pop labels. | am an em-
ployee in the record department at
Western Dance Distributors and this
past season has given me an insight on
the problems existing when a dance is
written to a pop label.

Leta Betsson
Seattle, Washington

Willard:

| just wanted to drop you this line
to express my thanks for your use of
my figure in the May issue. Needless to
say, my wife and | were very surprised
and quite proud to know that you
thought enough of my humble scrib-
blings to devote an entire page to com-
ment and criticism. We are pleased and
gratified.

As pleased as she is now, my wife
may have second thoughts in the future
since your review has encouraged me to
pursue the fine art of square dance cal-
ling. You have unleashed a ““monster”
in the finest tradition of the Franken-
steins. | am bubbling with enthusiasm
and have written at least a dozen new
figures since reading your article. Do
you always stir up such excitement?

Jim Pulaski
North Grafton, Mass.

Please find enclosed fifty cents for a
90/10 badge for my husband. | definite-
ly feel he belongs in this group of cal-
lers.

We just subscribed to your maga-
zine and wonder where we have been
in all our 9 years of dancing and 6
years of calling. We really enjoy it. We
find you have a lot of good down-to-
earth material that will be put to good
use. Bud & Joanne Conner

Creston, lowa
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Thanks ever so much for the special
delivery of our May issue. | received it
Friday morning and | guess you know
what | did — sat and read every page!
What can we say but MARVELOUS!
Several people have asked if they could
get copies of this particular issue so |
said 1'd ask you...........

MK

Jeanette Therriault
Fairbanks, Alaska
MOTE: A limited number of extra copies of
any issue are available. Don’t forget to ask
about sample copies for graduating dancers,
callers,

Was fortunate enough to have been
exposed to your fine magazine by a
fellow square dance caller. Inclosed is
the special offer coupon and check.
Thanks and I’'m hoping to receive the
first issue soon. H.F. Wood

Eglin AFB, Fla
> § OO0

CALLERS
LOOK ™

CLUBS

LEADERS
BADGES THAT SAY HELLO- Any
size, shape or design, 50 colors in stock.
Can copy any design or motif, or de
sign 3 new badge for you. Send ir.
sketch for free club samples.
Write for new free goofy and fun quali-
fying badge booklets. Fun qualifying
badges std. $1.00; deluxe $1.25.
New and used sound equipment— all
makes and power sizes, featuring Bo-
gen, Califone and Newcomb. Mikes:
AKG, Electro-Voice, Narelco, Shure;
Sony and Vega Wireless Mikes. Sony
tape recorders. Recording Tape Audio-
Sony- Reel- Cartridge- Cassette.
Other equipment: sound columns, mo-
nitors, mike and speaker stands, 7° re-
cord envelopes: clear plastic & green
stock, Speedup & SloDown for floors. .
S/D Boosters Bumper Strips, auto an-
tenna Flags, Decals, License Plates.

PLASTIC ENGRAVING SERVICES

B80O8 ROTTMANN
11041 So. Talmon Ave.
Chicago, lllinois 60655
Beverly 3.5527 or 233.5527




DOUBLE
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SQUARE DANCE

DANCE IT,
READ ABOUT IT,
AND BE A S/D
DRUM-BEATER
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by STAN BURDICK
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Welcome, friends, to Jotter's Nook,
where sense and nonsense often over-
lap, where there seems to be no begin-
ning and no ending, and despite dili-
gent efforts to escape, you may find
yourself stuck on an epilogue, amid a
profusion of verbal homilies and ran-
dom ramblings. Take heart, however—
nothing, absolutely nothing, will be
continued in a later installment. Tain't
continuable, and hardly containable,
like any mess o’ sweet corn.

As | pen these words, it is June al-
ready. June is a beautiful, bountiful
month, Summer Sounds. Anniversary
remembrances. Just a ‘'freckle’ away
from vacation time. For square dan-
cers, it is a changeover month. From
club to summer specials. From indoor
halls to outdoor shindigs. And best of
all, “The Convention is coming, tra la
tra la” (excuse that slip back to my
Scottish ancestry — my bagpipes are
showing, or |'ve just succumbed to the
bonnie summer heat — one of the two!

But as you read these words, July
has burst forth like a giant Igneus
Uneeda (that’s Latin for fire cracker,
you dum dum) and it is time again to
toast those tastefully tailored taws
with our annual fashion issue. Here's
to a million sparkling ‘‘corners’ out
there in the square dance world — may
they always wear a pretty smile to
match those upturned swinging hem-
lines!

Did you know that there is actually
a square dancer from Wilmington, Del.
named Chuck Records? I've "“chucked”’
a lot of records from time to time, par-
ticularly old 78 RPM discs.

Wouldn't it be nice if we could hire
a brand new caller with all kinds of
Options? The “basic’’ caller might
come for S50 per night. Among the
options would be: Automatic “break’’
control, $5; Allemande advance indica-
tor, §7.50; Speed governor, $9.00:;
Body sway reducer, $6.00; Quick star-
ter, $4.50; Clear command transmitter,
$6.50, etc.

does.

From the Scandinavian north come
hair-raising reports of another great
lemming migration, and no doubt you
are all hanging on the edge of your
lemonade glasses waiting for me to tell
the tale. If you are like me, you are
“nature buffs” (please, no relation to
a “sunshine” colony — I'm talking
about wildlife). | observe nature when-
ever | get the chance. On TV. Up a
tree. Underwater. Everywhere.

Now the lemming is a furry little
Arctic animal who “does his thing”
every spring, but strangely his “thing’’
is to dash lickety split off the cliffs to
drown in the icy sea by the millions.
Well, that holds down the lemming
population, anyhow. Otherwise, we
might be overridden with the little
beasts, and even find lemmings in our
lemonade.




Picture those mad creatures tumb-
ling all over one another to self-des-
truct at the end of the line. It reminds
me of a ‘‘square dance” | observed

once. The caller deliberately tried to
keep less than 10% of the dancers dan-
cing at all times. | felt a little sick.

Anyway, this dramatic tale is made
more mysterious when thinkers the
world over can’t come up with a good
explanation of why the lemming acts
as he does. Great thinkers have gotten
together to ponder the problem and
they‘ve hardly come up with a thinker’s
dam. They're not only perplexed, but
they can’t seem to think the thing
through.

Being kind of a backyard naturalist,
I've evolved a theory that is more
thorough than Thoreau might have
theorized. If you ever run into a lem-
ming, just notice how the poor fellow
keeps winking. He can’t help it. Now,
put him in a square and have him wink
at a pretty corner just once, and watch
his taw chase him all the way to the
sea; and multiply this action by a mil-
lion and you‘'ve got yourself a mass
migration.

The moral of this story, friends, is:
Don’t get yourself stuck with a lem-
ming when it comes to picking a mate—
and anyone that has shifty eyes and
wants to dash off to the sea can’t be
trusted, anyway.

CONFUSION SAY AGAIN

Caller who drills, drills, drills dancers should
be muzzled and stop BORING,

A new wave of canned congeniality
is getting some play through the mass
media these days, with the big hippie
“Love” theme broadcast everywhere,
“Up With People” groups chirping their
message with youthful apple-cheeked
faces aglow on many a stage, sensitivity
sessions becoming the “in’* way to re-
late to others, and countless TV blurbs

telling us that “people who like peo-
ple like ———— {soap brand).”

Some of the emphasis is idealistic,
some is superficial, and some is genuine
and inspirational.

One thing is boldly evident: Peo-
ple who don’t like People don’t square
dance. And conversely: The kind of
people who stay with square dancing
are the ones who enjoy the company
of others.

In the singing call ‘It Takes People
Like You,” we didn‘t like the lyric
line, so we changed it to: ““From the
snows of Alaska to old sunny Tennes-
see, friends are people like you liking
people like me,”” which says something
about the kinship of square dancers
everywhere,

We believe an uncommon number
of people take to square dancing ei-
ther because they are already moti-
vated to want a friendly association
with others or because they quickly
find the activity is an INDUCEMENT
to this kind of association. So, square
dancing becomes for all of us a cata-
lyctic agent, binding people to people
as few other hobbies can do.

Anybody want to join my club?
We're wide open. We're everywhere —
from the country, the city, the city
fringes, the rural routes. We wear a
badge that says simply: ““Dance, for
the luvva people,” There are no dues,
no rules, no rituals. We have differences
of opinion as wide as the Grand Can-
yon as to what we like to dance, but
we can compromise our differences in
acircle of joined hands easier than in a
circle of bayonets. The only criteria for
membership is a willingness to learn
the steps, and an attitude that is open
to communication, interaction, em-
pathy and understanding. Of course,
my “‘club” is a bit hypothetical, but in
more than twenty years of active parti-
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cipation in this “club,” I've seen the
basic ingredients named above exem-
plified in a heckuve lotta lives of my
big family of members.

Gosh, there we go getting serious
again! But did you ever notice how
people look at things fleetingly or
feelingly? Some see a line, some see a
sketch, some see a pretty picture,
some see a portrait, some see a master-
piece. Maybe it would be timely for
each one of us to examine our attitude
toward square dancing as we know it.
Do we like to dance because it is mere-
ly a pleasant “confection?”” Or is it the
outgrowth of a conviction?

CONFUSION SAY MORE

He who could care less about his fellow men
in his “rounds” is likewise careless of treat-
ment of women in the square.

The Oddity Man has given us these
facts of the month: The average man's

arm is 28 inches long. That's fortunate.

Because, in fact, the average woman'’s
waist measures 28 inches. See how na-
ture takes care of her own? We hope
nobody ever votes to dispense with
the star promenade! Never mind bring-
ing a tape measure to the next dance,
fellows!

CONFUSION YAK ONE MORE
TIME —

if all square dance records were placed side

by side along a busy cross-country turn-pike,

we wager many new records would be bro-
ken.

Maybe you thought the most prin-
ted phrase in the English language is “'In
God We Trust.” Wrong. It's “Ciose
cover before striking.” That's a fact.
And now |l close my cover before |
get struck. |'ll be buggin® you again in
August.

eRecorde
DEALERS

ARIZONA
Clay’s Barn
P.O. Box 1863
Sierra Vista 85635

Dancer’s accessories, caller's equipment

GEORGIA
Record Center
2581 Piedmont Rd. N.E.
Atlanta 30324

ILLINOIS
Andy’'s Record Center
1614 N. Pulaski Rd.
Chicago 60639
Ask about our bonus plan

INDIANA
Whirlaway News & Records
CALLERS DREAM
13261 Chippewa Blvd.
Mishawaka 46544

MASSACHUSETTS
Jerry’'s Record Service
48 Grove St.
Springfield 01107

OHIO
F & S Western Shop
1553 Western Ave.
Toledo 43609

WASHINGTON
Aqua Barn Western Shop
1230% Westlake Ave. N.
Seattle

Kappie's Record Korral
10400 Renton Ave. So.
Seattle 98178

Frenchy Brown & Holiday Rag available
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