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FROM THE
MAIL ROOM

Randy Boyd,
Some years back, I had a teen square
dance club in Juneau, Alaska. I was the caller
and teacher and sometimes the transporter of
my charges. There were three or four preteen boys in my van one evening as | was
taking them home after lessons. They had helped me load the equipment and then
they piled into the van. As we were going down the road, I decided to turn on that
month'’s tape of new square dance music that came from Hanhurst’s. (Here they
were seat-belted in my vehicle and I could expand their musical experience
beyond their radio and MTV choices, was my thinking.) After a few selections
had played featuring some of our well-known national callers, the boy in the front
seat looked at me and said that he was very surprised to hear that, “men called
t00.”
Needless to say, it made my day.
Ann Skoe (sko-e), Caller
Canby, Oregon, USA

BASIC SQUARE DANCE with Larry McBee
«Vol. 1: Calls | Thru 23

* Vol. 2: Calls 24 Thru 49

*» Vol. 3: Mainstream Cloverleaf to Recycle
PLUS SQUARE DANCE with Lee Schmidt

*Except Intro To Contra « Tea Cup Chain to Spin Chain & Exchange The Gears
PLUS SQUARE DANCE IN “D.B.D.” with Don McWhirter
IMPROVE YOUR * Vol. |: Tea Cup Chain to Relay the Deucey
DANCE SKILLS THRU « Vol. 2: Cross Fire to Spin Chain & Exchange the Gears

A-1 SQUARE DANCE with Mike Sikorsky

E 0 * Vol. 1: Acey Deucey to Cross Over Circulate
« Vol. 2: Quarter In to Mix

A-2 SQUARE DANCE with Mike Sikorsky

* Vol. 1: Pass The Sea to Zig Zag/Zag Zig
R & RVIDEO INTERNATIONAI * Vol. 2: Switch To A Diamond to Trail Off
ROUND DANCE with Bob & Edna Faudree

» Phase | & II: Fraulein: St. Louis Blues

3649 Whittier Blvd. « Phase [11: Answer Me; Desert Song
Los Angeles, CA 90023 « Phase [1I: Latin Basics (Four Dances)
323-262-5942 ROUND DANCE with Joyce (Doss) Lane & Jim Lane
« Phase IV: Till Tomormow; Audios: Rainbow Connection
CLOGGING with Marilyn Hansen
Ed Foote’s < Bgliing "
All Position Workshop * Easy Intermediate
SQUARE DANCE TAPES * Intermediate - Level |
Basic/Mainstream Levels « Intermediate - Level 2
Two Tape Video Package CONTRA,DANCE )
$34.95 « Introduction to Contra w/Mike Seastrom
Package Includes:
Video, Audio Cassettes & Booklet ($44.95)
i =TTk Other Tapes Available:
ADDRESS: Sales Tax (CA only) Ballrooom, West Coast Swing,
ek isingtiaatng $3.50 Ethnic And Country Western
STATE ZiP CODE: TotalEnciosed = Catalog Available Upon Request -
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Paul Place Memorial Dance
For The Paul Place Scholarship

On Saturday, May 2, 2009 a memorial dance took place in Daytona Beach,
Florida, to honor Paul Place, a dedicated and supportive member of CALLERLAB
for more than 25 years. The dance was hosted by the Dixie Squares of Daytona
Beach, with their caller, John Swindle, and round dance instructor, Irene Knapp-
Smith, programming the dance with callers and cuers in attendance.

The dance was well attended with callers and cuers from around the state of
Florida. The following callers and cuers donated their time and calling skills to
make sure the dancers in attendance would have a memorable evening; Whit
Brown, Sonny McCartney, Roland Morin, Bob Poyner, Jerry Reed, Bob Stern,
John Swindle and Bob Wilson; the cuers: George and Irene Knapp-Smith, Dick
and Darleen Nordine, Pete and Jan Shankle. We would like to thank all callers and
cuers for their support. A special thanks goes to Linda Place, Paul’s widow who
drove from Auburn, Alabama, to support the efforts of this dance.

Each caller as they took their turn at the mic honored Paul’s memory with a
tale or two of their association with Paul (it seems Paul got lost quite a bit on his
way to dances). Jerry Reed, Executive Secretary of the Foundation, explained the
purpose of the Foundation and the scholarship programs. The terms of the Paul
Place Memorial Scholarship are available through CALLERLAB and the Foun-
dation. New callers or seasoned callers may apply for assistance from the Founda-
tion to attend a CALLERLAB Caller-Coach Accredited Callers School. Applica-
tions are available online at www.callerlab.org.

The Traveling Hoedowners of Orlando made a donation from the proceeds of
the teaching DVDs they sell.

The dance, to honor Paul, was the project of and promoted by Lili-Ann and Jim
Gallagher in association with the Dixie Squares of Daytona Beach. The Paul
Place Memorial Dance came about as a result of CALLERLAB Member, Larry
Belcher of Alabama, a friend of Paul’s. Larry planted the seed and through the
efforts of many dancers and others the dance became a reality.

The Paul Place Scholarship is administered by the CALLERLAB Foundation.
The dance in Daytona Beach raised more than $1640 for this scholarship. Other
donations ($45) had been received by the Foundation prior to the dance, bringing
the total to
1, H ' H $1685. We are

i \ ‘ ‘_ E. very pleased

! .,f. and proud with

the efforts of

all the dancers,

callers and

cuers in

Florida and

.# A i elsewhere for

John Swindle, Whit Brown, Sonny McCartney, Bob Poyner, their support

Linda Place, Irene Knapp Smith, Dick Nordine, Jan Shankle, ~and attendance
Jerry Reed, Bob Stern, Bob Wilson, Roland Morin. at this dance.
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EDITORIAL g

From
Bill Boyd

If you have not made your plans yet, it is not too late; the 58th National
Square Dance Convention in Long Beach, California, is coming up on June 24
through June 27. Many dancers that I know are going early as there are Trail
End Dances galore. There are going to be dance parties, parties, cruises, tours,
tourist stops and visits to vacation sites, and oh yes, there will be one great
square dance convention. Callers and Cuers from all over the world will as-
semble under one roof in Long Beach, California, calling or cuing just for the
purpose of entertaining us and guiding us along the dance floors. There are 18
dance halls, with levels from Mainstream to Challenge, plus three Round Dance
Halls, Clogging and Contra Halls for nothing less than pure enjoyment. One of
the Mainstream Halls will feature the world Famous Ghost Riders Band for
Square Dancing to a live band. There will be workshops at all levels, and Round
Dance teaches at all levels. At any National Square Dance Convention there is
something for everyone. There are exhibitions, showcases, vendors, fashion
shows, and most of all a lot of dancing. At a National Square Dance Convention
we will meet with fellow dancers from all over the world and across the United
States most of whom we only see once a year. I also have to add a shameless
plug for the 58th National Convention Callers School, co-sponsored by Grand
Square, Inc., where the GSI Callers School provides (at no charge) a full
CALLERLAB Curriculum Callers School. This years instructors feature the
following caller coaches: Jon Jones (Accredited CALLERLAB Caller Coach),
Deborah Carroll-Jones (Accredited CALLERLAB Caller Coach), Vernon Jones,
Jerry Story (Accredited CALLERLAB Caller Coach), Jerry Jestin, Tony
Oxendine (Accredited CALLERLAB Caller Coach), Ken Ritucci, (Accredited
CALLERLAB Caller Coach). It is probably too late to register for this incred-
ible and free program, but a great thank you for all of these callers who actually
donate their time and talents helping new and experienced callers. Fellow
dancers, this years’ National Square Dance Convention will be one fun filled
adventure and we should all make plans to be there and dance, dance dance.

k Publishing your articles in American
Free Stu'ff Square Dance is free. Anything of na-
tional interest will be published

(maybe even stuft we just find interesting). Free issues of American Square

Dance are always available for your graduating classes. Just let us know how
| many and when you want them. — Randy Boyd, Editor
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CALLERLAB
VIEWPOINTS

By
J OIIH LW&I‘SII aH

Chairman’s Speech, Callerlab Convention

John Marshall, Chairman of the Board of CALLERLAB

For some time now I've been considering what I might share with you this
evening. Finally I decided to share with you some of the things I've been seeing,
thinking, and feeling, both in the world of square dancing and in CALLERLAB.

It seems to me that many of our callers and dance leaders are tired. Tired of
always being the only ones to run for club office, tired of trying to find a solution
to the diminishing numbers in our activity. And yet, we don’t give up. We don’t
give up because we know without question, the value of square dancing in our
lives and what it could be in the lives of others, and we are unwilling to let it slip
away.

We expend tremendous amounts of time and energy debating endlessly over
call definitions, juggling program lists and teaching orders, etc. Notice that these
are concrete, quantifiable ideas — things that we believe we can control. And I
wonder...I wonder if the idea of being able to control some portion of the activity
induces us to fixate on these things. Do we do this because subconsciously we’ve
given up on the harder questions of how to rejuvenate the activity?

More subjective/nebulous questions need to be addressed; questions such as:

Is square dancing broken?

If so, when did we decide it was broken?

Are we attempting to recreate square dancing to fit our aging population
without regard for future generations? Should we be?

Or should we provide a separate, more comfortable place for our less robust
dancers? Or should we try to appeal only to those who can dance “the way we
used to”?

What is “fun” in today’s world?

Does fun have a universal definition? Are there different types of fun for
different people?

If so, what are these types of fun?

If we knew what they were, could we provide them? Do we have the skills or
are we able to develop them?

These are harder questions and I suspect when we find the answers — and we
will find them — SOME of those answers will require us to make changes; changes
in what or how we are currently approaching the teaching and calling of square
dancing.

We know the world changes — has changed for many of us, especially for those
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of us over 50. As I look around the room, I judge that to be...oh...about a fifteen or
so!

To change is hard; it can be frightening, and it requires us to be strong enough
to deal with answers to questions like

1) What kind of caller do you WANT to be? Party nights, family groups,
campers, youth, church groups, seniors, clubs as we know them today, teaching
only, exhibition team, competition, advanced or challenge?

2) What kind of caller SHOULD you be? Self-examination is important and a
little scary. What kind of caller are you now? What different, or better, kind of
caller do you believe you could be?

There are elements that universally bring value to the human condition: laugh-
ter, the power of music, the joy of movement, feelings of competence and
accomplishment, the security found in friendship.

Regardless of change, these elements are a constant to people the world over.
Square dancing has all of these elements in its core values.

For those who say square dancing is too old fashioned, I would caution us to be
careful about how far we stray from our roots. One only has to look to the great
success of “A Prairie Home Companion”, brought back by popular demand for its
clean, wholesome fun and humor, for its variety of music, for its sense of
community, etc. Do these things sound familiar?

The fact that other callers are trying different things, are keeping an open mind,
and are willing to risk trying and failing rather than failing to try, means you are
not alone. Safety in numbers makes it easier to attempt to change, to grow, to
prove it is not too late to turn the tide.

By example, I know of at least three internationally known callers who started
out calling at the highest challenge program, and have each worked very hard to
learn how to call well — to mainstream dancers. Each is now teaching beginners.
They saw the need and accepted (if you’ll pardon the pun) the “challenge” of
learning new skills. By the way, these are twenty-plus year callers.

As a caller or dancer, there is at LEAST one place for each of us to be in square
dancing - a place to shine. How wonderful is that?!

And it’s ok that as dancers or callers we don’t HAVE to all be in the same
place.

Our activity has so many facets that we don’t need to restrict ourselves, nor

ARON’S SQUARE DANCE & WESTERN WEAR SHOP
P.O. Box 1921, Duarte, CA 91009-1921

We are now a Home Base Business. By Appointments Only.
Only two blocks from our old shop near 210 Fwy And 605 Fwy City Of Duarte. CA

Hours 10:00am To 5:00pm
We will be doing more shows! Mail order just call!
We will continue to carry a full line of Square Dance Items: Blouses, Skirts, Slips,
Shoes, Mens Shirts, Pants, Belts, Sissy Pants, Jewelry, Mens Towels, and Patterns
for the Home Sewing and Many Colors of Western Snaps.

THE BEST PRICES AROUND ¢ CALL FOR APPOINTMENT!
ARON 626-255-4605
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