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FROM THE
MAIL ROOM g

To the Editor:

Overall, square dancing seems to be de-
clining in membership. I live in Omaha and
here we have seen the number of clubs in our
city decline substantially in the last few years. My guess is that the same trend
applies on a national basis.

Most of the square dancers in Omaha clubs are at least in their 50s; many are in
their 60s; and there are many even older than that.

I have a proposal for square dancers to consider. For the most part our most
popular kind of dance music is country music. We need to attract younger
dancers. We need people in their 40s and 50s and even younger if square dancing
is to grow and survive.

Here is a suggestion. Perhaps we should change the main music from country
music to rock and roll music. There is at least one caller who uses rock and roll
and he is quite successful and the beat is danceable. If rock and roll were the
dominant music we should appeal to whole new generation of square dancers.
Perhaps it would give square dancing a whole new image.

I cannot guarantee that it will work, but I make the suggestion and perhaps
those in CALLERLAB and other square dance leaders should consider changing
our music.

Please think about it.
Ralph Ekwall

Hi ASD,

I am a big-time round dancer, and I love to see anything “round dancey” in
ASD. I also square dance, but at the Challenge level, so a lot of the articles are
dealing with classes and new students, and 1 don’t read those as excited as I
should be.

1 was glad you added the column “Peek Into a Cuer’s Record Case,” because |
love to read about different cuers’ backgrounds, but the column does not ever talk
about what records/dances they have in their “record case.” I suggest, in addition
to the personal background of the cuers, the column include perhaps their favor-
ites dances they like to cue or what dances they are teaching in their classes
currently, etc. Include the name of dance, what rhythm, what phase, and who the
choreographers are.

Keep this column - it’s excellent!

Anita J. Froehlich

I will see what I can do about putting some songs with their cuers in the
Cuer Steal a Peek column. — Randy Boyd, Editor
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EDITORIAL

From
Bill Boyd

Square Dancing is a full contact sport! Regardless of your dancing experience,
regardless of years of experience, regardless of dancing skill level, Square Danc-
ing is a full contact sport. One of the first things we learn in Square Dancing is
“yellow rock™, a friendly hug, a greeting to show fellowship on the dance floor.
The other thing we are, or should be taught is to take hands. The old commercial
on radio and television used to say, “Reach out and touch someone.” Nothing
could be truer in Square Dancing. Reach out and touch someone. In researching
this editorial, 1 looked through several magazines we have on file, Danny
Robinson’s “The Square Dance Bulletin”, “The American Square Dancer”, “The
Barn Owl”, and several others. I found one article by Jerry Reed, and two from Ed
Foot in his columns on advanced and challenge dancing on the importance of
taking hands after each call. I wonder why something so important to dancing is

CRNBIEEIEANS

), International Association of Square Dance Callers

Established in 1974

* World wide dance programs
* Membership of over 2,000 callers (U.S., Canada and 15 foreign countries)
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interest sessions for all callers and their partners

individual voice sessions

social gatherings
« Full line of publications for the beginner caller and the accomplished caller
* Scholarship programs
* Association Affiliate membership available

equipment insurance

liability insurance

education grants

For further information contact:
Jerry Reed, Executive Direcior
467 Forrest Avenue, Suite 118, Cocoa, FL. 32922
Phone: 321-639-0039 « Fax: 321-639-0851
E-mail: Callerlab@aol.com; On The Web: www.callerlab.org
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Szlver Sounds

(Caricature by Corben Geis)

Silver Sounds Records, P.O. Box 1196, RIDGEFIELD, CT 06877; (203) 894-1865
Distributed Exclusively by Hanhurst's Tape & Record Service / Astec Record Distributors.

so often ignored. Consider, taking hands after the completion of a call keeps the
square smaller, makes for smoother dancing and leads to fewer breakdowns. How
many times have you seen a square go from a line formation to a column
formation and the columns are so far apart the dancers couldn’t even reach each
other? By sliding together and touching hands the square stays smaller, dancing is
easier and you can keep time to the music. In lines or ocean waves if you only
have one hand joined you are an end, two you are a center. Touching hands allows
you to establish position. Touching hands allows us to keep a tight square letting
slower dancers achieve proper position. Touching hands should be done on the
completion of a call even if you are going into another call. This can be accom-
plished even if you only brush hands passing from one formation to another.
Remember the old combination call that used to be common, “half tag, trade and
roll”? How many times does the dancer have difficulty because they do not know
with whom to trade? Half tag, take hands, you now have a partner and it is easy to
trade and roll. In this article I keep mentioning touching hands. 1 do not say grab
or squeeze hands. Men and ladies, keep your thumb along side your hand.
Forearm contact will be easier and hand holds will be more pleasant if there is no
grabbing, grasping or squeezing. The song goes, “Hands, touching hands, reach-
ing out touching you...” The next time you square up, reach out and touch
someone.
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Peek Into a Cuer’s Record Case

Tim and Nana Eum

Tim learned square and round dancing in 1973 while still a college student in
California. The Army sent Tim to Germany where in 1976 he began to cue and
teach round dancing. He has been a club cuer/teacher in Texas (1980), Georgia
(1983) and finally Virginia (since 1987). Nana began square and round dancing
in 1990 and quickly became an accomplished dancer. Tim and Nana met at a
Dallas, Texas round dance club in 1994 and were married in 1996. Tim and Nana
now teach round dancing at their clubs in Fredericksburg, Virginia and in Alexan-
dria, Virginia. They have cued at special events all across the Eastern United
States and in 2004-2005 will be featured at events in California, Colorado, and
Texas. They have participated in every U.S. National Convention and Virginia
State Convention since 1995. They have even taught internationally at events in
Australia and Canada. They have served on the Roundalab Board of Directors
since 2000 and will serve till 2006.
They have been Presidents of the
Round Dance Teachers Association of
the Greater Washington DC Area

CUE SHEET MAGAZINE

A Great Source For Cue Sheets

twice, most recently 2002-2004. Tim
and Nana’s choreography includes the
phase V “Playful Rumba™ and the
phase V mixed rhythm “Only Time”.
Tim and Nana are known for their en-
ergetic and playful cueing and teaching
as well as their stylish dancing. They
believe that “When you dance, do it
with feeling, be playful and smile”.

12 Issues Per Year - Subscription Rates
$40.00 USA via Presoried Mail
$49.00 Canada via First Class

$55.00 Foreign via Printed Matter Surface
Mail (Europe onty)
$32.00 Online
4015 Marzo St., San Diego, CA 92154

Phone: 619-690-4361 - Fax: 619-690-4016

http://www.cuesheetmagazine.net
E-mail cutecuer@cox.nel or csms@cox.net

Free Hug Coupon!
S

Redeemable from any participating
» human, animal or other creature.
Expiration date: December 31, 2099
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Peek Into a Caller’s Record Case

Jerry Junck began square dancing in 1965. He started calling a year later, while
still in high school. For the next 20 years, he was the club caller for a number of
clubs in northeast Nebraska and traveled as much as his farming operation would
allow. The spring of 1986 brought with it the decision to devote full time to
calling square dances.

An accredited member of CALLERLAB since 1976, Jerry has served as
chairman of both the Rural Area Considerations Committee and the CALLERLAB
Foundation. He was a member of the Board of Governors for twelve years, having
served on the Executive Committee six of those years. He made the decision to
retire from the Board in 2004. He was Chairman of the organization for two years
in 1997 and 1998.

Jerry firmly believes in the development of new callers and the continuing
education of established callers. He is co-author of a new book on choreography
called, “Standard Choreography.” Designed with the newer caller in mind, it
provides examples of danceable choreography from standard formations to assist
in teaching new dancers. As an accredited CALLERLAB coach, Jerry conducts
caller schools and seminars around the country and is a permanent staff member
of the Heart Of America Caller’s School held in Lincoln, Nebraska each summer.

During the winter months, Jerry and his wife, Sharon, make their home in
Mesa, Arizona where he is the resident caller for the Mesa Spirit and Monte Vista
resort parks. While there, he maintains a complete program of square dancing
from Beginners through A-2.

Jerry records for Chinook Records and has been the featured caller at many
festivals and weekends around the country. Traveling extensively during the
summer months, he thoroughly enjoys the traveling side of calling and the many
friends he has made throughout the activity. He takes special pride in calling
smooth, flowing choreography with the basic philosophy that...“SQUARE DANC-
ING SHOULD BE FUN.”

Free Cup of Coffee!
Valid only at participating households.
Some assembly may be required.
Expiration date: July 4, 1776
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