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The mission of The 
Foundation is to preserve 
and promote the folk art of 
American square dancing 
and related dance forms 
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Register FREE! The Original & Largest 
Internet Square Dance Directory! 

Clubs, Associations, Callers & Cuers Listings, 
Articles, History, Resources, Vendors...and much more! 
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Thu Original Community  Peg.  for  Modern Western Square Dancing 

ii.9.1114 Clubs Ankles Call Lists  Callers Cornet Software Resources 
FREE! Submit New Listing  feedback Contact Us Search  Link To Us 

"Thanks for the speedy turnaround on posting a listing for our club. Thanks also for It. excellent rosoun 
you have in DOS ADO.com. We appreciate it." - Dan Simon, Copenhagen, Denmark 

Thursday 
November 1, 2002 

Click here to 

bookmark I 
this site • 

Search DUSAIDO.COM  

Quick Final Site Index 
/ Nome 
•Clubs & Organizations 

Clubs 
Organization% 
Events 
National Conventions 
lieginneL2amimil 
Singles Chiba 
Teen Clubs 
Camping Clubs 
Gay Clubs 
Dance Resorts 
Exhibition Cumin 

.Articles 
yjsiry 
Multicycle Classes 
Recruiting R Retention 
Advice I Info 
Challenge Dancing 
Humor 
Miscellaneous 

• Call Lists I Definitions 
Caller lab  

Western Square Dancing - 
DOSADO.com:  
The largest square and round dance 
resource on the interne It's a gateway 
to all sorts of information as indicated 
the major links at the top of this page 

One of the very helpful categories is 
our RESOURCES page containing 

General Resources 
Publications 
Mailing Lists Newsgroups 
Round Dancing 
Country Western Dancing 
Line Dancing 
Contra Dancing 
Traditional Country Dancing 
Square Dance Vendors 

Featured Pages: 
Callers Colleges: This page 

features hstings and links to all of the 
Callers Colletes known to us Each 
Spring and Summer, caller coaches 
around the world put together Callers 
Colleges for the improvement of calling 
skills for both new and experienced 
callers 

Die — 

The Foundation will 
coordinate efforts to raise 
funds by seeking grants, 
endowments, and donations 
to support its mission 
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1Year (12 Issues) 

USA 	$27.50* 

CANADA $35.00 

FOREIGN $92.50**  USPS First Class Mail 

$69.50**  USPS Surface Mail 
*Florida Residents add 7% sales tax 

**Foreign subscription rate applies to most countries - price 
subject to change due to international postal rates. 
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EDI 	 
From 

Bill Boyd 

Dancing is a full contact sport! 
Since this is my second editorial (I used the first to introduce my family) I thought 

I would tell you about my quirks. 
One of my pet peeves in square dancing is people who do not touch hands. 

Dancing is a full contact sport. Remember that old commercial, "Reach out and 
touch someone6 this commercial was to remind us to stay close to someone. The 
same is true in square dancing; if you reach out and touch someone you will be 
closer. 

When we first learned to square dance our caller taught us that it is important to 
touch hands with our partner. Somewhere along the line we forgot this process. 

When I started to research this editorial I looked in old issues of American 
SquareDance, "The Square Dance Bulletin" the "Barn Owl" and other periodicals. 
Jerry Reed had an excellent article and Ed Foote has had several comments on the 
importance of touching hands. 

I wonder why something so simple that works so effectively is so often ignored. 
Dancers not only ignore touching hands; callers do not mention it. 

OReach out and touch someone!6 
If you have one hand joined you are an end. If you have two hands joined you are 

a center. If you take hands immediately after completing a call, even if you are going 
right into another call, you have established position and kept your square tight. 

If you are using a forearm touch remember that it is a touch. Lay your hand along 
side your partners arm, do not grab or squeeze. A hand touch means that, no 
interlocking thumbs, grabbing or hanging on, palm to palm hand touch. 

Touching hands allows us to keep the square tight, this makes it possible for 
slower dancers to achieve position without walking too far. Touching hands allows 
us to establish position, this helps us to know where one call ends and another begins. 
If you have ever danced a hot hash tip you know the value of keeping a tight square 
and knowing where you are at all times. 
Touching hands allows you to square 

	If you don't see your festival or con- 
dance not square run. 	 vention information listed in the 

Touching hands is easy, touching 
	What's Ahead section ask, "Did 

hands makes you and others in your 	someone remember to send the infor- 
square better dancers, touching hands 	mation?" We can only print what we 
makes dancing more fun. 	 receive - and it must meet the listed 

See you in a square. 	 qualifications on page 57. 
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NEW LINE OF FASHIONS 

Searching for Square and Round Dance Clothing? 
Order from these shops! 

CALIFORNIA 
ARON'S Square Dance Shop 
8974 East Huntington Drive 
San Gabriel. CA 91775 
626-285-8544 Shop 
E-mail aronsquaree earthlink net 
WWW aronssquaredanceshopandpattems corn 

SQUARE D FASHIONS 
5821 Auburn Blvd Ste 5 
Sacramento CA 9584 1-1 207 

(916) 344-0346 

WASHINGTON 
PETTICOAT JUNCTION 
14523 Highway 99 #1 
Lynnwood WA 98037 
(800) 344-3262 
www petticoatict corn 
e-mail: petticoatictejuno.com  
Describe it. we'll find iti 

MASSACHUSETTS 
MEG SIMKINS 	v:t 
119 Allen St 
Hampden MA 01036 
(413) 566-3349 
Everything for 
Square Dancers 
Send for our 
free catalog 

• World wide dance programs 
• Membership of over 2,000 callers (U.S., Canada and 15 foreign countries) 
• Convention once a year 

callers from all over the world discuss the activity 
see what is going on in other parts of the world 
get better understanding of the Square Dance Activity 
interest sessions for all callers and their partners 
individual voice sessions 
social gatherings 

• Full line of publications for the beginner caller and the accomplished caller 
• Scholarship programs 
• Association Affiliate membership available 

equipment insurance 
liability insurance 
education grants 

For further information contact: 
Jerry Reed, Executive Director 

467 Forrest Avenue, Suite 118, Cocoa, FL. 31921 
TEL: 321-639-0039; FAX: 311-639-0851 

E-mail: CALLERLAB@aoLcom;  On The Web: www.callerlab.org  
Ar 	 

CA` 	
NFUA 

D 

International Association of Square Dance Callers 

Established in 1974 

ARON'S SQUARE DANCE SHOP 
8974 East Huntington Drive, San Gabriel, CA 91775 • Ph: 626-285-8544 

E-mail aronsquare@earthlink.net  www.aronssquaredanceshopandpatterns.com  

Ladies SID Sweater 
White - 534.00 

Sm - Med - Lg - X-Lg 

Square Dance Clock 
White or Black 

519.00 

For the Home Sewer, send S2.00 for our New Catalog of our 
Patterns for Skirts, Blouses, Vests, Aprons & Dresses 

Come by our booth at the 
National Square Dance Convention. 

We will have Souvenir Badges with Rhinestones 
and the New National Directory, 

Men's Towels and Jewelery, 
Magnetic Badge Holders and Lots More 

6 	 American SquareDance, July 2003 



FROM THE 
MAIL 00M  1111) 

1 

Dear Bill Boyd and staff, 
We here in Florida are certainly proud 

of your venture of taking over American 
Square Dance Magazine and sincerely 
wish you much success. You certainly 
deserve huge applause for the way you 
have taken Bow & Swing to a very suc-
cessful state magazine. We know that 
you will do the same with American 
Square Dance. 

We would like to ask each subscriber 
if they would work on getting one new 
subscriber for the magazine and show 
enthusiasm for sending in news and re- 

ceiving news from around the world. Bill 
and his staff have always been ahead in 
direction of the square dance activity. 
With their dedication and enthusiasm we 
look forward to a great new magazine 
that everyone will look forward to re-
ceiving each month. 

Best of luck to each of you. 
John Saunders 

C9ceeeh/lit 

CO micro a kitJet4W/ie t t aAii/y' dat yea4e, 

We/it moot o Iowe &he/a& let oat a elteegel 

k lag at kizte PW,e X6,14 ofoa/), nations 

cr?‘ we Jtaiced oa e kveo wit/ to a t Imitate:ow, 

dia 47/Aci of,eeeelom wileyite yoa and ate/Ye me 

fan fra solace eigtdc04#tA ee a/ dtat we can 

e/ve/xy ti/me dti4 	w#4, 

Rezme/iide/x 

 

tie /eon lttAe Jeti6,4, 

~ya/seuat iday to ciefAme alio we a/xe.. 

cS2ime4eicamil c9fme/xicamil A/Wilditcr/x eveywy 
By Sue Hill 
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Theme Dances 
Theme dances are a means of increas-

ing attendance and increasing fun at 
dances. For years our club held annual 
Hat Dances. The idea was for everyone 
to wear an unusual hat. It worked well. 
We bought a large bag of small plastic 
top hats at a craft store. They were very 
inexpensive, but not when they come six 
or eight to a bag. We fastened small 
pieces of two sided tape to the hats and 
gave them to guests as they entered. 
Many of the colorful hats remained on 
name badges for years. We know some 
folks came primarily to get the small 
badge decoration. 

Mid way through the evening we 
awarded two prizes, usually some kind 
of hats. We gave a prize for the hat with 
the most character and another for the 
character with the most hats. No specific 
categories, no nothing, just plain simple 
fun. 

Dancers imaginations run wild. One 
couple came with huge foil wrapped 
Hershey's Kisses as hats. Another fash-
ioned hats out of small tractor tires. One 
fellow made it a practice to wear a differ-
ent hat each tip, but most people did not 
dance with hats on. Some of the cre-
ations are quite heavy. Ingenuity breeds 
ingenuity. A couple made hat ornaments 
out of sponge rubber. They looked like 
bigger than life sandwiches, one hot dog 
and the other a hamburger. True to back 
yard cooking conditions, a gigantic 
house fly was resting on each sandwich. 
There were hats with lights and motors 
on them. The variety was endless. 

Another hit was the flash light dance. 
Everyone was asked to bring a flash 
light. The program included a tip before 
break and one after break where all lights 
were turned off and dancers put flash 
lights in hip pockets or on their belts. 
The reflections on the ceiling as the danc- 

ers move are very picturesque. We also 
danced a couple of rounds with the same 
pattern. Flashlight dangles were sold at 
these dances. Many dancers like dangles. 
Just be sure your caller and cuer can 
work in the dark before you schedule 
this one. 

A prize, usually some sort of flash 
light, was awarded for the lightest light. 
We feel prizes should be poorly defined. 
Thus, there can be little or no criticism of 
judge's decisions. 

A Mix and Match Dance produced 
some weird combinations. The idea was 
for each person to wear the most mis-
matched outfits they could arrange. 
There were no restrictions as to whether 
the outfits were traditional square dance 
style or casual. Again dancers have vivid 
imaginations. 

I was surprised when our Plantation 
Dance brought out several ladies with 
long gowns, parasols and large hats. It 
worked, which reaffirms the fact that all 
of us should be open to new ideas. 

Some local clubs have team nights 
where everyone comes in jerseys or other 
clothing boasting their favorite sports 
teams. One of our neighboring clubs, the 
Hubs of Bainbridge, Ohio is a very 
imaginative group. They hold an annual 
Duct Tape and WD40 night. I couldn't 
imagine such a theme working, but it 
did. Several dancers made vests of duct 
tape, which I learned comes in different 
colors. The club obtains self adhesive 
stickers, the exact replica and size of 
WD40 cans Many dancers attach them to 
shirts and other clothing. One couple 
made hats with a roll of duct tape at-
tached, and with empty WD40 cans in-
side the roll. Some decorated slacks or 
skirts with duct tape and one lady made a 
skirt out of tape. I thought this was really 
different and far out, until I read about a 
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high school prom where the kids made 
outfits of duct tape. Maybe it is a coming 
fad. 

The Hubs also hold an Out Of This 
World Dance. At this dance people wear 
space suit type outfits. 

Their Clue dance features anything 
from the Clue Game. The latest one, their 
third annual, was an evening long Clue 
Game. As dancers arrived they were 
given a sealed slip of paper with instruc-
tions that it was not to be opened until 
7:55pm. It contained a list of all of the 
characters, the weapons, and the rooms 
used in the board game, as well as a note 
saying, a murder had been committed. It 
also explained that their club members 
wearing chess pawns had clues on their 
person, and that the guilty party had left 
the premises with the weapon. The ob-
ject was to find the missing character, 
weapon and room. The walls were deco-
rated with 8 1/2 x 11 inch posters depict-
ing the various game pieces which 
helped explain the clues. 

Several club members were dressed 
as game characters. Mr. Plum was miss-
ing. Other members wore different weap-
ons on their person. The toughest clue 
involved the room. One of their mem-
bers wore the chess pawn, but seemingly 
nothing else related to the game. Finally, 
it dawned. His head truly resembles a 
billiard ball. It is much like heaven for 
"There is no parting there." That related  

to the billiard room. Thus the missing 
room was the Hall. 

We have attended Hobo Dances, 
some clubs actually make a hobo stew. 
Another asked each member to bring 
stew, canned or otherwise. They mixed 
them all together and came up with a 
tasty conglomeration. Poor Man's Night 
often follows tax return day April 15. 
The most common outfits are some form 
of coveralls, but clothing with colorful 
patches are also quite popular. 

A Red, White and Blue dance held in 
July brought some different outfits. Most 
were very appropriate. There were patri-
otic hats, shirts, blouses and skirts. One 
hat sported two small flags mounted on a 
disc which revolved continuously. It was 
driven by a small battery powered mo-
tor. A fellow wore a blue shirt, red tie 
and white slacks, white shoes with one 
red and one blue sock. 

Once in a while dancers get serious. 
Example: A Harvest Dance collects any 
kind of food. The donations are then de-
livered to a hunger center. Any activity 
that is worth its salt should think of, and 
help, people outside its community on 
occasion. Of course serious themes don't 
occur too often. 

Theme dances are fun, both for the 
sponsors and the participants...Try it 
you'll like it. 
By Bill Walsh 

Clip Art on CD-ROM from 
American Square Dance 

More than 2600 images Color and Black & White 

ONLY $49.95 (Includes shipping in U.S.A.) 

See page 15 for ordering information. 
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