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Yes, we're sorry to say it, put this is 
the final issue of American 
SquareDance this ownership and staff 
will be publishing. 

As many of you may remember, in 

August 1999 Pat and I were involved 
in a serious traffic accident. Since 
that time, we have been unable to get 
out and enjoy square dancing as 
we used to. To keep this 
magazine successful, it requires 
the ability to get to conventions 
and festivals, something we have 
found increasingly difficult to do. 
So we looked for and found 
someone to continue this publica-
tion and we were successful. 

We take this opportunity to say 
thanks to everyone we have met 
during the past 5-1/2 years. Many 
of you only know us through this 
magazine and on-line correspondence. 
Many we have spoken with on the 
phone. Fortunately, we have met 
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many of you on the road, especially at 
the National Conventions. We will be 
in Oklahoma and do hope to see many 
of you again and meet others for the 
first time. 

We believe we have 
been successful in keeping 
ASD on the "straight and 
narrow," delivering to you 
a quality publication each 
and every month, and on 
time. We hope you concur 
with that statement. We 
hope you continue to 
support ASD as it transi-
tions once again. 

Before you have to wipe the tears 
from your eyes and these pages get 
blurred by those tears falling on the 

paper, Pat & I give thanks to the 
many people who have and will 
continue to contribute to the success 
of the magazine. A special thanks to 
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all the feature writers who met the 
deadlines for their monthly columns, 
well most of the time they met the 
deadlines. Thanks to the many 
"freelance" writers who submitted 
material to share with all our readers. 

We did our level best to keep ASD's 
content positive. Sometimes some-
thing slipped in and offended some-
one. We hope nobody holds a grudge. 

Pat & I say thanks to two great 
people whom every month put this 
and our regional publication to- 

gether - Louise Harrop and Michelle 
Merchant. Sometimes the tension of 
meeting the deadlines did cause 
some stress (mostly caused by Ed) 

but they have been able to take 
everything in stride and keep a smile 
on their faces. We will continue 

publishing the Northeast Square 
Dancer magazine. 

Now for the future. ASD's new 
owner is Bill Boyd. He publishes 
Florida's Bow & Swing. Bill has made 
a remarkable turn around for that 
publication and we're confident you 
will be pleased with the future 
direction of ASD. 

That's it. Pat & I again say thanks to 
everyone who have shared in the 
success of American SquareDance and 
will continue to do so in the future. 

See you down the road. 

NEW Contact Information 
American SquareDance 

34 E Main St 
Apopka, FL 32703 

407-886-7151 - 407-886-8464 FAX 
888-LUV2DNC - (888-588-2362) 

E-Mail: AmericanSquareDance@  earthlink.net  
Web Site: AmericanSquareDance.com  

Ain, thee s'quan thoe, ,. :Sluff  
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Made In America 

...and Dance, Look and Feel Great! 

Dear Ed & Pat, 
What a surprise to learn that you 

have sold American SquareDance 
Magazine! We can certainly under-
stand your reasons for making this 
decision which must have been a 
difficult one for you. We applaud both 
of you for the great job you have done 
with the publication over the past 5-1/2 
years. We are delighted to hear you will 
remain publishers of the Northeast 
Dancer Magazine. 

Best Wishes for continued success 
in your personal endeavors, as well as 
with the Dancer. 
Regards, 

Jack & Carole O'Leary 
Silver Sounds Records 

Dear ASD: 
I would like to offer an apology to 

Herb Chisholm for causing a misunder-
standing by my statements in the first 
paragraph of the Digital Sound article, 

February ASD. I was stating that the 
PERCEPTION of square dancing is 
that way today. I purposely did not 
mention traditional or eastern style 
square dancing. 

In Central Pennsylvania, what is 
known as eastern square dancing is 
still popular. In my fun night program, I 
usually do 1 or 2 a month, I use mostly 
traditional square dances because 
they offer real variety during in an 
evenings entertainment. The people 
feel great because they have done so 
many different dances. 

I apologize if anyone thought that I 
was condemning traditional or eastern 
square dancing. It is all square dancing. 

There is a lot of difference in the 
dance that modern western square 
dance leaders conducts using eastern 
or traditional figures and the dance 
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called by eastern callers at a fire hall on 
a Saturday night. 

Some clarification about the per-
ception of square dancing-. I have 
called for eastern dancers a few times 
over the past 25 year. I have found that 
they like to do a lot of elbow swinging 
and the band plays fast, not much less 
than 132 beats per minute. Some 
eastern callers leave a lot to be 
desired when it comes to timing and 
understanding the calls. I have been 
there. (Of course this happens in 
western dancing too.) The dancers 
have memorized most of these dances, 
so for them that is \not a problem. 
Other callers are very good with their 
timing and clarity. A few of the club 
dancers in central PA attend and 
enjoy the eastern dances. When some 
people, that I feel would enjoy the 
modern square dance experience, 
attend one of these eastern square 
(lances, they think that this is square 
(lancing. They do not understand that 
it is just one form of the activity. 

Most or many of the women in our 
new dancer programs do not enjoy a lot 
of swinging and the smooth walking 
style of the modern square dance 
activity is much more appealing. 

Both forms of square dancing are 
good. One form is not better than the 
other. Over the years the exposure of 
the general public to square dancing 
has not been positive in a way that 
would attract people to the modern 
western style of dancing. My point in 
the article was that by not using 
records and a record player we could 
help to begin to change the perception. 
Again, perception is the problem. 

Dan Prosser 
Dill burg PA 

American Squarthance, May 2(X)3 

Re: Mail Room Letter Feb., 2003 Issue 
The United Square Dancers of 

America (USDA) has a program to 
obtain a postage stamp depicting 
square dancing. The effort began in 
1982, and several designs were submit-
ted to the postal service. We were 
denied with the reason given that a 
block of four stamps issued in 1978 
included a "Folk" dance stamp. After 
several other attempts the program 
was placed on hold until a campaign 
designating the square dance as the 
national folk dance was successful. 

USDA was successful in getting a 
Bill introduced in Congress on Febru-
ary 5, 2003. H.R. 645 (cited as the 
Promenade Act) will amend Title 36 of 
the U.S. Code to add the National Folk 
Dance. Everyone is urged to support 
this effort by sending E-mails, letters 
and/or petitions asking their Con-
gressmen and Congresswomen to Co-
Sponsor H.R. 645. Complete informs- 
tion on how to do this is available on 
the internet at www.usda.org. Click on 
the national folk dance banner. The 
national folk dance chairman is Mark 
Howard & Bessie Grumbine, 1315 
Pride Gap Ave., Cabot, AR,72023-
9283. Telephone 501-988-2385 FAX 
501-988-5229. Once H.R. 645 is passed, 
USDA will again request the postal 
service to issue a postage stamp 
commemorating the national folk 
dance - square dancing. 

We totally agree with Jim &Catherine 
Douglas that a postage stamp recogniz-
ing square dancing would provide 
greater visibility and have a positive 
effect on our beloved activity. 

Joe & Joy Vareari 
Past President USDA 

Ft. Walton Beath, FL 
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A-SD  NEWS 
NARRAGANSETT CALLERS' ASSOCIATION 

CELEBRATES 50 YEARS 

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 

GUBERNATORIAL PROCLAMATION 

Whereas, square dargirg the national folk dance of the tinned States. has become a poplin tradition m New 
Fugland since tails colonial days pr,iyuling hour, of recreation, eXtr.14. and entatnlem to generations of 
enthusiasts. and. 

Whereas. square dancing has been taught sod performed at pnvate. public, and paroctual schools. conventions. 
weddings, and showers, and to the handicapped. enuituniallY and developmentally disabled, and in senior centers 
and nutung homes. and. 

Whereas. the Rhode Island Nairagansett Square Dance Callers' Assmaation. Inc one of the oldest Square 
Dance Callers' Olr/ILLIMOIllt in the Canted States, hat plased a VOMMent role to helping to promote the YAM of 
square dancing and helping it attain a revered Sillillt as part of the folklore of Rhode Island. and. 

Whereas. on March 30. 24 /03 the Rhode Island Narragansett Stamm Dance Callers' Association, Inc trill he 
holding a "Spring Symist duster and dance to celebrate the ie anniversary of the founding of this distinguished 
cultutal /15.5(WillI011. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I. DONALD L CARCIERL GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF 
RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PIANTATIONS, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM. 

March 30. 2003 
as 

Rhode Island Narragansett Square Dance Callers' Association, Inc. 
Recognition Day 

in the State of Rhode Island and encoutage all aurem to nun with me in congistulatmg the Rhode Island 
Narragansett Square Dance Callers' Association, Inc on this notable achievement and wishing it many more 
years of pros iding qualms entertainment to the ataens of nut state 

In moisture. whereof, I have hereby set TV hand anal caused the 
Seal of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Manhattans to be 
IlefeU11/0 affixed this 30- day of Mardi 2003 

  

 

Donald I. Carcass, 
Governer 

 

Matthew A brown 
Secretary of State 
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Governor Donald & Sue Carcieri 
with Jill & Bill Calderone 

Governor Donald & Sue Carcieri 
with Art Anthony 

1 

Many callers have been 
members of Rhode Island's 
caller association these 50 
years. On Sunday, March 30, 
the association held a spec-
tacular dinner dance which 
was attended by callers, cuerx 
and dancers from Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts Con-
necticut and New Hampshire. 

Earlier in the month, 
Governor Donald Carcieri pre-
sented a Gubernatorial Proc-
lamation malting March 30 
Rhode Island Narragansett Square 
Dance Callers' Associaiton, Inc. 

Recoghition Day. In attendance at the 
Proclamation Ceremony were Gover-
nor Carcieri and his wife Sue, Art & Pat 
Anthony, Bill & Jill Caldarone and 
Everett Mackin. 

Among many interesting facts 
about the association is that our own 
Pat Juaire was the first woman 
President of NCA, and Bill Caldarone 
taught Governor & Sue Carcieri square 
dancing some thirty years ago. Accord- 

American SquareDance, May 2003 

ing to Mrs. Carcieri, "We had planned 
to get back into square dancing this 
year but my husband ran successfully 
for Governor of Rhode Island which is 
now taking up a lot of his spare time." 

Wagon Wheelers 
Host Winter Dance 

One of the oldest l'ar Heel clubs still 
active today - the Wagon Wheelers of 
Shelby- hosted the Winter Dance of the 
Folk, Round, and Square Dance 
Federation of North Carolina at the 
Shelby City Park Gymnasium Febru-
ary 15 for the 38"' consecutive year. 
Including 18 callers, 3 cuers, and 4 line 
dance leaders, total attendance at this 
dance was 163. 

Does the club plan to host the 
Winter, 2004 Federation dance? The 
unequivocal response from club secre-
tary Mary Lingerfeldt was "We cer-
tainly do. Serving as host has become a 
tradition for our dancers. As long as 
Federation officers ask us, we will 
gladly continue this tradition." This 
dance, which attracts dancers through-
out the state, has been held at the same 
location for 38 years. 

Another annual event sponsored by 
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Five couples who were charter mem-
bers of the Wagon Wheelers surround 
Louis Calhoun, who was instrumental 
in organizing the club and was its first 
caller. This photo was taken in 1961, 
one year after the club came into being. 

Organized in 
1960 with 163 
members, the 
club's current 
membership is 36 
plus 3 honorary 
members - Boots 
and Marie Collins 
and 	Conley 
Reynolds. The 
Collins served as 
club secretary and 
treasurer for 25 
years. This couple 
still lives in Shelby 
but are unable to 

the Wagon Wheel-
ers is the Winter 
Wonderland Festi-
val held the first 
weekend in De-
cember for the past 
42 years. One 
couple - Joe and 
Sarah Moore of 
Gastonia - holds 
the distinction of 
attending each of 
these dances since 
the inaugural one, 
which drew over 
500 dancers. 

CALLENICAI3 
international Association of Square Dance Callers 

Established in 1974 
World wide dance programs 
Membership of over 2,000 callers 

(U.S., Canada and 15 foreign countries) 
Convention once a year 

callers from all over the world discuss the activity 
see what is going on in other parts of the world 
get better understanding of the Square Dance Activity 
interest sessions for all callers and their partners 
individual voice sessions 
social gatherings 

Full line of publications, fcr the beginner caller and the 
accomplished caller 

Scholarship programs 
Association Affiliate membership available 

equipment insurance 
liability insurance 
education grants 

For further information contact: 
Jerry Reed. Executive Director 

467 Forrest Avenue, Suite 118. Cocoa. FL. 32922 
TEL: 321-639-0039; FAX: 321-639-0851 

E-mail: CALLERLAB4Paol.com; On The Web: www.callerlab.org  
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