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Editor's 
NOTEBOOK 

by Jon Sanborn 

bey There — Let's Get Positive 

We're all aware that there's been an over 
abundance of concern regarding the ac-

tivity in recent months — folks worried about 
the future and about the direction the activity 
seems to be heading. If we're smart we'll start 
right now by emphasizing the positive. 

It's one thing to be critical of the methods 
presently being applied to today's square danc-
ing, it's quite another to cry gloom and doom 
about square dancing in general — so, what say 
we stop? 

Think about it for a minute. Where in the 
world are you going to find a form of recre-
ation with so much potential for fun, friendli-
ness and good will? This is the dance used to 
bring communities closer together. This is the 
square dance that for over 400 years has served 
in good times and bad to soothe our nation's 
wounds, bring strangers together and teach us 
that no matter how serious the problems, so 
much can be solved by holding hands and danc-
ing together. 

Join us, won't you, in thinking, acting and 
talking POSITIVE about this great activity. 

Would you like to see square dancing on na 
tional TV? A weekly television show 

about square dancing will soon be proposed to 
The Nashville Network (TNN). 

CALLERLAB member Chuck Veldhuizen 
video taped a pilot TV show in Nashville last 
April. The show, American Danceland, is di-
rected by Jimmy Snow, son of country music 
legend Hank Snow, and features square 
dancing's spokesperson, Rebecca Holden. 
CALLERLAB members Jerry Junck, Tony 
Oxendine and Chuck Veldhuizen perform in the 
pilot show, along with many square dancers from 
the Nashville area. 

Following production of the video, Rebecca's 
booking agency arranged for square dancing to 
be featured on TNN's Prime Time County. 
Rebecca, Chuck and a square of dancers were 
guests of Bob Eubanks on this popular TNN 
talk show. The show was broadcast on June 20, 
1996. 

%."Zil h%"\Si\WC‘"\IZ' 
PRESENTS 

log 
Mac AlcCullar 	 Ron & Linda Mineau 

San Luis Obispo. CA 
	

Flip Instrumental 
	

Arroyo Grande, CA 

BM 177 Marina by Mac 	 BM 173 Back On My Mind Again by Stan Cole 
BM 176 John Henry by Mac 	 BM 172 Back In Your Own Backyard by Mac 
BM 175 You Do Something To Me by Mac 	 BM 171 Good Loving by Mac 
BM 174 Country Memories by Ron & Linda 

Round Dances 
SC 24 Gypsy Waltz - PH 4 by Stairwalts 	 SC 36 Now Is The Hour PH 3 + 1 by Lizuts 
SC 33 Golden Slipper Waltz - PH 4 + 2 by Lauts 	SC 39 Atter The Ball PH 4 + 1 by Lizuts 

PO Box 1448, San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 Tel: 805-543-2827 
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This was the first time TNN ever featured 
modern western square dancing on their net-
work. A window of opportunity has been 
opened! The next step is up to us. TNN needs 
to know that we are out here. 

If you would like to see more square danc-
ing on TNN (it's positive), we must let them 
know by sending them thousands of cards, let-
ters, or petitions asking for more square danc-
ing. If every reader of American Squaredance 
magazine sent a postcard — that would be ap-
proximately 16,000 postcards! 

Send your postcard to: 
TNN 
Attn: Ann Boatman 
2806 Opryland Drive 
Nashville TN 37214 

In your postcard, simply state: "I would like 
to see more square dancing on TNN." 

After sending your own card, please ask 
other to do the same. Thousands of cards, let-
ters and signatures to TNN will demonstrate 
that square dancing has enough viewer interest 
for a weekly TV show. With help from all square 
dancers, TNN can be persuaded to make a de-
cision favorable to square dancing. 

Now that really is POSITIVE. 	I/ 

Whether it's for education, retirement or simply for the 
peace of mind that comes from knowing your money will 
be there when you need it. 

Ask your employer or banker about saving 
with U.S. Savings Bonds. 

Take 	 ('SAVINGS 
Stock 
in America . aBONDS 

A public service of this magazine 

TAKE TIME 
Take time to think. It is the source of power. 
Take time to play. It is the secret of perpetual youth. 
Take time to read. It is the foundation of wisdom. 
Take time to pray. It is the greatest power on earth. 
Take time to live and be loved. It is a God-given privilege. 
Take time to laugh. It is the music of the soul. 
Take time to give. It is too short a day to be selfish. 
Take time to work. It is the price of success. 

— Linked Squares, June-Aug. 1995 
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Circle the number of each advertisers from 
whom more information is desired. 
Please mark no more than 20 
I 2 3 
II 12 13 
21 22 23 
31 32 33 
41 42 43 
51 52 53 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
34 35 36 37 38 39 40 
44 45 46 47 48 49 50 
54 55 56 57 58 59 

Everybody's doing it. Doing what? Why, "The 
Macarena," of course! You can join them after study-
ing Jim Cholmondeley's The Country Line. 

New Dancers and Fun will tickle your funny bone 
as you read remarks by Don Niva, which were recorded by one of his students as he taught 
a class. W.I. Walsh says Let's Change the Menu to retain our dancers and recruit new ones. 
Bob Osgood shares how one club kept their group going in a clever "drawing of the straws" 
sort of way in As I See It. By the way, our thanks to Bob for this month's cover, which was 
originally featured on the September 1975 issue of Sets in Order. And if you enjoy Just 
Fiddlin' Around, you'll enjoy reading how things used to be from the fiddler's point of 
view. 

Les Gotcher, one of square dancing's greats, passed away this past June. We pay tribute 
to him with an article by Larry Brockett and extend our condolences to the Gotcher family. 

1 7th Indiana 72 21 Hi Hat 27 41 Rawhide 8 
2 Belco 30 22 Hilton 16, 70 42 Rhythm Records 64 
3 Bill Davis 78 23 J & J Manufacturing 70 43 Rockin M Records 70 
4 Blue Ribbon 27 24 Jo Pat 33 44 ROUNDALAB 39 
5 Bucksin 8 25 John's Notes 24 45 Royal Petticoats 52 
6 Burdick 68, 70 26 Kentucky Dance Fnd. IB 46 Royal Records 11 
7 CALLERLAB 73 27 Kopman's Choreo 26 47 Scope 2 
8 Capital Engraving 28 28 Lone Star Jubilee 25 48 Silver Sounds 54 
9 Cardinal 57 29 MacGregor 59 49 Solid Gold 52 
10 Cholmondeley 10 30 Mediterranean Cruise 65 50 Square Dance Videos 42 
11 Dot's Western Duds 66 31 Meg Simkins 41 51 Square Dancers Closet 9 
12 Eagle Records 12 32 Mike's Records 13 52 Square Dancetime 36 
13 Ed Fraidenburg 13 33 Mikeside Management 81 53 Supreme Audio OB 
14 Excel 22 34 New Line Of Fashion 76 54 Tic Tac Toes 50 
15 ESP 33 35 NSDD 70 55 USA West 34 
16 Four Bar B 57 36 Palomino 44 56 USDA 71 
17 Georgia Fawl Bawl 69 37 Perry's Place 46 57 Vee Gee 43 
18 Gold Star 53 38 Petti Pac 15 58 Western Squares Intl. 7 
19 Grenn 65 39 Quadrille 57 59 Yak Stack 62 
20 Hanhurst's IF 40 R & R Video 37 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

ADVERTISERS LISTING 
For extra convenience to readers, we are listing our 
advertisers (space ads only) and numbering each. Readers 
should still write directly to advertisers as they wish, but any 
who desire information from several advertisers may circle 
the numbers to the left of advertisers' names on the blank 
and we will forward their requests to the proper business. 
This form invalid after October 31, 1996 

NAME 	  

ADDRESS 	  

CITY 	 ST ZIP 	  
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Ask Dave 
Got a dancing problem and need an answer or opinion? 

Dave speaks his mind, taking stands and answering questions as 
only he can, with plain talk, common sense and humor. 

DAVE GIPSON (219) 482-2565 EMAIL: DGIPSON@MIXENET  

A few excerpts of Connie's letter. 
Dear Dave, 

Is it possible for you to expand on some 
styling/teaching techniques, such as, "Why 
a smile is so important, especially when 
dancing with newcomers, new dancers, 
stressed out dancers—and why everyone 
becomes a better dancer when approached 
with a smiling face." 

Connie Spencer 
Sodus, N.Y. 

Why, hardly no need to comment since we 
all know the answer because we always 
smile. Right? Think about it folks. 

From the Internet 
Dear Dave, 

Why don't callers and club leaders 
teach proper etiquette to the new dancers 
as part of the class? 

Too Embarrassed to Sign 
Right on! The short answer, "Because there 
are no steadfast rules of etiquette with re-
spect to square dancing. Nearly ten years ago 
I spoke with Stan Burdick about this unfor-
tunate fact and he encouraged me to finish a 
book I had begun. Soon, that book 
SQUAREDANCEMANSHIP will be re-
leased and available. Its subject is square 
dance etiquette and general "I wish they had 
told me that" information. It is written for 
all dancers including new, single, and expe-
rienced. Look for it soon in the ASD book-
store. Never miss the opportunity for a plug. 
Stan Burdick taught me that! 

At an "unnamed" dance I was directed to 
"square'em up for announcements." The 
club officer rambled on for 20 minutes while 
everyone fidgeted. Many eyed the 
lucky ones who had the sense to stay off the 
floor. As presumptuous as it may sound, I 

American Squaredance. September 1996 

hereby declare this practice not only wrong 
but silly as well. BUT, my declaration comes 
with a price. Everyone must be quiet, cour-
teous and listen to the poor soul tasked with 
the announcement job. Fair enough? I didn't 
like standing in formation while in the ser-
vice and I sure don't like it now! 

Helpful "Gee I didn't know that" Hint: 
I was recently enlightened about a cul-

tural slur we as callers make, often inno-
cently. We occasionally say "and the hairy 
legged ones are in the center," or something 
similar like "the hairy legged ones prom-
enade." Seems there are more than a few 
cultures where shaving legs is NOT the norm 
for the ladies. Personally, I never gave it a 
thought, but it explains some of the looks 
that were sent my way. In this time of politi-
cal correctness, we must consider our spo-
ken words wisely. I remember using an old 
singer "Oscar Meyer Wiener" as a patter 
record. Without thinking, I said, "Ask your 
corner, don't you wish you had an Oscar 
Meyer Wiener?" I almost got thrown out! 

Special request for callers: 
To date, we've received ONE (1) reply to 
my challenge about developing choreogra-
phy for the wheel chair AND stand up danc-
ers that will allow simultaneous dancing. 
Come on, we can do better than this. Thanks 
to the one person, who else but Orlo Hoadley. 

Dave answers all questions; ASK DAVE—
Dave Gipson, 3330 Oswego Ave., Fort 
Wayne, IN 46805-2126; Ph: (219) 482-
2565; Fax: (219) 482-4281; or E-mail: 
dgipson@mixi.net 	 ✓ 
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June 25 - 28, 1997 

46th National Square Dance Convention 

Orlando, Florida 
Orange County Convention Center 

OFFICIAL ORLANDO 
SQUARE DANCE TRAIN 

AMTRAK'S "SILVER METEOR," "SIL-
VER STAR" AND "SUNSET LIMITED" have 
been designated as the official trains for travel 
to and from the 46th National Square Dance 
Convention June 25-28, 1997. 

As a result of this designation, AMTRAK 
will offer a ten percent discount off regular or 
excursion fares to and from the convention pro-
vided travel takes place between June 22 and 
July I, 1997. 

Both the "SILVER METEOR" and "SIL-
VER STAR" (North-South) have daily sched-
ules starting from New York, with connections 
from Boston, Providence and New Haven, with 
stops at Newark, Philadelphia, Wilmington, 
Baltimore, Washington D.C., Alexandria, Rich-
mond, Raleigh, Columbus, Charleston, Savan-
nah and Jacksonville, en route to Orlando. Both 
these trains carry viewliner sleepers and dining 
cars and AmFleet II long distance coaches with 
reclining seats equipped with leg rests. 

The "SUNSET LIMITED" (East-West) has 
tri-weekly schedules (Sun.-Tues.-Fri.) out of Los 
Angeles, with stops at Yuma, Tucson, El Paso, 
San Antonio, Houston, New Orleans, Biloxi, 
Mobile, Pensacola and Jackson en route to Or-
lando. It carries superliner double-deck chair 
cars with comfortable stretch-out seats with free 
pillows, super dome lounge cars and dining 
cars. Accommodations for sleepers, club or cus-
tom class services may be purchased at an ad-
ditional cost. 

Those dancers traveling to the 1997 National 
Square Dance Convention should use the fare  

code X-26R-960 when purchasing tickets. 
All AMTRAK travel arrangements may be 

made with Midwest Travel Service, 2936 Bella 
Vista, Midwest City, OK 73119-4104; Phone: 
(405) 732-0566. Howard and Roy, Directors of 
Midwest Travel, have had many years of expe-
rience in arranging train travel to square dance 
conventions. Contact them for more informa-
tion. You can also contact your own travel agent 
or call AMTRAK at 1-800-USA-RAIL. 

Early sign-up is urged since these trains are 
always busy. AMTRAK reservations can be 
made up to 11 months in advance, and in most 
cases there is no penalty if reservations are can-
celed at least 24 hours in advance (48 hours for 
sleepers). 

Special convention fares are not valid on 
Metroliners, Auto Trains or for accommodation 
charges for sleepers and club or custom fares. 
Both schedules and fares are subject to change. 

IS THE CLOSET 
SHRINKING YOUR DRESS? 

The Sew & Save sewing booklet will fea- 
ture an article entitled Is the Closet Shrinking 
Your Dress? You know it couldn't have come 
from that last chocolate sundae! Solution: Ei-
ther a weight reduction program is prescribed, 
or some fancy needlework is necessary cour-
tesy of a sewing article. 

This article provides several approaches to 
outfit expansion. What? No original fabric left? 
A solution to this problem is also included in 
the article. 

Sprint to your nearest mailbox and send your 
46th National Square Dance Convention regis- 
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tration form with a big "X" on the box that says 
Sew & Save Book. The cost is only $3. You 
won't be disappointed! Don and Minerva Giles, 
Sewing Booklet Directors, advise this is just 
one of many helpful articles which will be in-
cluded in the booklet. 

FLORIDA FACTS 
In 1950, Florida ranked 20th in population 

in the United States. With an influx of more 
than 250,000 persons annually since then, 
Florida now ranks 4th. 

No part of Florida is more than 60 miles from 
salt water. 

At 841 square miles, Jacksonville incorpo-
rates the largest land area of any city in America. 

Tallahassee was chosen as Florida's capital 
in 1845 because it was located at the midway 
point between the state's two largest commer-
cial centers-St. Augustine and Pensacola. 

Ochopee in Collier County boasts the 
nation's smallest post office. It measures 8 feet 
4 inches by 7 feet 3 inches. 

461h NATIONAL SQUARE DANCE 
CONVENTION (NSDC) 

PRINTED PROGRAM BOOK 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

The Printed Program Book Vice Chairmen 
for the 46th NSDC is accepting personal ads 
for the printed program book to be distributed 
at the 46th National Square Dance Convention 
in Orlando. The advertisements MUST be cam-
era ready and consist of twenty (20) words or 
less and be no larger than 3 1/2" by 1". The 
cost per ad is twenty dollars ($20). Since there 
will be no editing or retyping of these ads they 
cannot be accepted if larger than 3 1/2" by 1" 
or exceed the 20 word limit. We are also ac-
cepting business card ads for the cost of one 
hundred-five dollars ($105). Send your business 
card for printing in the program book. 

For more information, or to submit your ad 
(along with a check made payable to 46th Na-
tional Square Dance Convention), write: Bruce 
& Colleen Morgan, Vice Chairman Program 
Book, 697 Shady Court, Altamonte Springs, FL 
32701-2625; (407) 339-3121. I/ 

Gift Certificates Available 
	

Western Squares, Intl. 	El 
6820 Gravois • St. Louis, MO 63116  

(314)353-7230 
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LENGTH AND WAIST ADJUSTABLE PETTICOAT 
60 YARD DOUBLE LAYER 

To make 0 smailer lust ono. the button over on the elssot 11 make a shorter you 
remove tunnel clanu and tiro into stitching one ine.h an Inn miles below 

0501 CRYSTAL 	 117.65 
White. Red. Black, Pink. Dotty Rote. 
lade. Peacock Blue. Purple. P-S.M I. 

OM NYLON ORGANDY 	$4216 
White. Rcd, Black, Pink. Natural Purple. Royal. 
Kelly. Dotty Rote. Peacock Blue. lade P.S•M.1. 

PM SOFT CHIFFON 	$311.95 
Color, same as .592 line, P.S-64.1. XL 

MATCHING PETTIPANTS 	$10.00 
P S.M.L.XL 	SISSY or MIDI LENGTH 

HENNY Attractive low tut romp with 1 1/2' heel. 
natural onided leather wile with term round toe and .elf 
adjusting .rap buckle Color. Ala k Blab Patent_ 
White. Red. Tan 	 5.59.95 
Silver & Gold 	 $44.95 
Sires 5 . 11 Med 6 • II Narrow & Wide 
Over ore 10 add 32 00 

HI-STEPPER 	sing Oar All glove leather 
upper. elk toles wohy full cushion insoles that will 
make walking or dancing a &acute N M W 5.1I 
Cokes. Rink. White. Red 	 512.95 
Silver/Gold 	 5.44.15 

MAJESTIC The ultimate in comfort Tradniooal 
style I.  heel. glove kather upper fully tricot lined. 
throrne leather outcole 
Wince A Black. M 4-12. N 5.12 W 5.10. 
Red M 4.10. W 5-1D 
Whrte only S 6-10 	 SO.15 

MESQUITE SHIRTS 
611% Poly/35% Colts. ('don. White. 
Rot Royal Blue 13 Blue. Black. Brown. 
Navy. Lilac. Pea.nek Blue. Grey 
Sue:15.17 1/2 	MIPS 
Sint 18.19 	 533.115 

ws Pely/211% Cane. 
Whitain hae. 

Cr./II/Cream 
1-i Blued t Blue 
Suet IS 17I/2 	529.95 
SIMS II IS 	 514.95 

SHIRT SIZES 

RANGER PANTS 138.91•8 
BANROI L WAIST. SNAP POCKET. UNHEMMED 
Mt Poly: Colon Burgundy. White. Tan Muir. 
Red. Dark Grey. Royal. Navy, Brown Sitec 28. 29. 30. 
11. 32. 31. 34. 35, 34, 17, (0.411,42.44.i6.40, 50 

63% Poly:/35 Comm: nine. Who, Grey. Black. 
Navy. Brown. Blue limy 

CHEYENNE Full leather upper A lining. 
Square dance & ',vial dress for men Steel 
stunk. tuthou moil. crepe mute< A heel 

trrernely r.ornfouaNe. Color. Blank, 
Or hie brown. Bone Sire. M 7 11, W 7.11 CHEYENNE $59.95 

MR. STOMPER 6 MS. STOMPER 
(lasso. Jai, St) le Otland, unlined glove leather 
upper, wool heel with composition outcok Cirin 
dote for clogging. up, round dancing or ballroom 

Men% dart: M 2-14 16-11 watt, half ores/ & 
9. 7 i 1,7 11 with half oresl. 
Cohn.. Fla I. At while 
Ladle, Sim: 5-10N1AAr. 4.111M1B1 
4. IOW ID: Half tirtt availabk 

	
STOMPERS $45.95 

Coke. White 

TO ORDER: State style, color, size and price, send with your name, address, city, state, zip and telephone number. Please add $6.00 for shipping and 
handling. Missouri customers please add 6.85% sales tax Allow 4-6 Weeks for Delivery. Cl:RRENT CATALOG. $2.00 
CHARGE PURCHASES: Send card number, name printed on card and exriration date of card. VISA, MASTERCARD, & DISCOVER accepted. 
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