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Editor's 
NOTEBOOK 

It is the time of year when we look for new 
beginnings. March ushers in the springtime re-

newal of all God's creations. In this same vein of 
speaking, we can usher in a new beginning in the 
Square Dance world. All we need to do is band to-
gether with ideas and make an attempt to bring forth 
this renewal of interest in our activity. 

Much has been said and is still being written con-
cerning the shrinking of our square dancing activity. 
When we talk about renewal we must remember it 
takes all of us to get the job done. It takes interest in 
new ideas that constantly come forth through articles 
in this and other publications. We can't just sit back 
on our laurels and say, "well, I did all I could for 
square dancing." If all of us really did everything we 
could for the activity, there would surely be some-
thing happening and a change would occur. Don't 
give me that old tired excuse "you didn't know what 
to do" either. 

Let's start thinking about the future of our activ-
ity in earnest. Let's start listening to others and read-
ing articles dealing with the dilemma. Start thinking 
on your own. Make the new beginning part of your 
life as a square dancer. It's not all the fault of the 
caller, and it's not all the fault of the dancers. I've 
been on both sides of this equation, and believe me it 
takes all of us to do the job. SO, GET MOVING AND 
THINKING! 	• • • 

One remark that is often heard is the statement "I 
am only an average person, thus an average 

dance square dancer, and have only average abili- 

ties, not a doer, not a leader, not a writer, not capable 
of handling that responsibility." 

AVERAGE is what failures claim to be when asked 
why they are not more successful; AVERAGE is the 
top of the bottom; AVERAGE means run of the mill, 
mediocre, insignificant—qualities no one should ever 
admit to! 

Is "AVERAGE" a cop-out? Is "AVERAGE" tak-
ing up space for no purpose? Is "AVERAGE" a case 
of passing one's life away with time rather than to 
pass one's time away with involvement, with doing? 

Square dancers involved in something more than 
just personal enjoyment know they have a mixture of 
good and bad days, they have successes and their fail-
ures but never do they consider their efforts to have 
been AVERAGE. They have learned that it doesn't 
pay to be too sensitive, that they should let some mat-
ters pass over their head like water off a duck's back. 

Those truly involved for the betterment of square 
dancing have learned not to lose their temper; they 
care not who gets the credit as long as the service is 
completed; they recognize that others have capabili-
ties also; that hard work, not cleverness is the secret 
of NOT BEING AVERAGE! 4,  
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March, coming in like a lion, going out like a lamb (at 

1  

least that's what us Californians are counting on)... Our 
cover this month was inspired by the wonderfully talented 

113V-1_1 N  E 	Frank Grundeen's March, 1960 SETS IN ORDER cover 
(editor—Bob Osgood). 

Part I cf TO DANCE WITH LLAMAS will be sure to put a smile on your face. Join Bruce Watson 
on his humorous journey to find out exactly what square dancing llamas look like. 

Find out the history of Lac-A-Do and why it was so aptly named in this month's PLUMB LINE. 
Feel those goose bumps rise once again, as Bob Osgood, AS I SEE IT, tells us of one of Lloyd "Pappy" 
Shaw's experiences with The Cheyenne Mountain Dancers and how they survived a tragedy while on 
the road. BOOK NOOK gives us information on how to order Carolinas Heritage the official cook-
book for the 47th NSDC and HEMLINE, by Phyllis Mugrage, once again gives us some great ideas on 
how to make the sleeves of our dresses more attractive. WHAT'S GOING ON IN SQUARE DANC-
ING? Plenty! Be sure to read this feature so you won't miss out. 
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TEMPO by 
Jeanne Briscoe 

We find things changing in our society at a 
very rapid pace. For instance, a person 

can't count on a retirement from a firm after 
working twenty or thirty years for that firm. 
Many people have been "let go" from their jobs 
after enough years to approach retirement. It 
must be devastating to have to start training for 
a new vocation when you are nearing your 
middle years. 

But change is inevitable. Thus we are going 
through an inevitable change in square danc-
ing. We seem to have "let go" of the old and 
given value to the new or "younger" ideas com-
ing into the picture. 

Change is not better when it undermines the 
basic structure of a tried and true activity like 
ours. It is, rather, a destructive entity we are 
faced with. Many of us say "take out the lesser 
basics and go with the more progressive ones." 
Such as teaching beginners how to coordinate 
when they should be taught what a right arm 
turn really is. 

This thing of teaching is an important part 
of our society. People are taught business skills, 
computer skills and so forth. Yet teaching is the 
most abused profession, especially in square 
dancing. There are callers who have never be- 

fore taught anyone anything, and here they are 
trying to teach new dancers the rudiments of 
square dancing. It is ridiculous when we ob-
serve what happens with the student when s/he 
is not taught properly. 

Our teaching skills should include clarity of 
explanation, repetition of action by the student 
and use of the basic being taught at least part of 
the evening during class. Many times we can 
look at a floor and pick out the dancers who 
have not had proper training in square dancing. 

Our activity is one that is so completely for-
eign to most people that it must have all the 
rudiments exposed for the sake of refinement 
in the execution of the dance. This comes with 
good teaching habits. When our students are 
ready to graduate and dance at open dances, we 
must be sure they will not be frowned upon if 
they make a mistake. Truly, the mistake is usu-
ally the fault of the instructor. 

When we teach well, and utilize all the ba-
sics for a firm foundation, we then are starting 
in the right place to introduce square dancing 
to the general public. Any other misuse of the 
teaching form may lead to the loss of new people 
in the activity. + 
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CORRECTIONS 
and 
APOLOGIES 

We at Pizazz apologize to the readers 
and staff of American Square Dance for 
the page sequence error that occurred in 
the February issue. A limited number of 
copies contained a signature that was 
collated incorrectly in our Bindery 
department. We've reviewed our process 
and committed to Jon and his staff that 
more stringent quality control measures 
will be taken. Your patience and 
understanding are sincerely appreciated. 

--L. Michael Sellers, Vice President 

In the December 1995 issue, page 10, 
Howard and Carol Stoner invited readers to 
camp with them at Thousand Trails for the Na-
tionals. We would like to correct their address 
and phone number as they have moved. You 
may write or call the Stoners at 3801 Collom 
Street, Texarkana, TX 75501-7801; Ph: 
(903)838-2180. is 

LET'S BEGIN WITH ME 
By Maggie Brown 

St. Charles, Missouri 

H ave you ever gone to a dance and felt as if the club you were dancing with that evening just 
wasn't very friendly? Has anyone ever said that to you about your very own club? Do you ask 

yourself, "What can I do about that? I'm only one person." Square dancing is a fun activity, fellow-
ship is a vital part of it and you are a vital part of it. 

Do you like it, does it make you feel welcome if the host club dancers say to you, "We're glad you 
could make it this evening"? I'm not talking about when you are in line for the count at break time; 
we are talking about when you are sitting down and someone comes by stopping to chat a moment, 
letting you know that your presence at the dance is appreciated. Do you do that when your club hosts 
a dance? 

It is a frequent topic of conversation that square dancing is in a slump, that classes are not as 
large as they used to be, retaining graduates is tough, members fall away after a while. This just 
means we need to answer this challenge, and it is a challenge, by doing all that we can to make each 
and every dancer feel like they are the most important part of the square dance community. 

It doesn't cost money to do this, we can't place ads that do it, writing about it won't actually 
accomplish it. The only way to achieve it is by personal effort—with genuine feelings. Put a little 
warmth in your welcome!!! People respond to that, they sit or stand a little taller, they smile a little 
broader, they laugh a little easier. Every bit of this response is contagious. The first thing you know 
it's become a very pleasant part of being at a dance. The beautiful thing about this is that it works no 
matter which club you go to, whether it is in our area, or a dance you attend when you are traveling. 
And the only cost to you is a small amount of effort, a big smile and maybe a few yellow rocks. It 
would be cheap at ten times the price. 

In order for square dancing to come out of the slump it is in, we need to do all we can to not only 
get new dancers to the classes but keep all the dancers we already have active. IT CAN HAPPEN, 
but we must all do our part to make it happen. Many of you know a song which has the first line "Let 
there be peace on earth and let it bcgin with me." Well, the same rule applies here, all you have to 
remember is SMILE!! And PUT A LITTLE WARMTH IN YOUR WELCOME III!! + 
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