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Editor's 1

NOTEBOOK

best of health. If the November issue seems

late, there is a good reason. At the comple-
tion of the last issue a major transformation took
place here at the ASD office. We upgraded all
our computers, changed to Windows ‘95 and
changed from Ventura to PageMaker. Now [ was
told by my computer guru that there would be
a few problems. Needless to say, there were
many. My scanner quit working, PageMaker
wouldn't and still doesn't recognize my fonts.
I'm sure that will be resolved when I receive
version 6. As for the scanner, it's being worked
on. So much for Plug and Play.

This being the Thanksgiving month |
thought it was a good time to single out a few
ingredients as a means of saying “thank you”
to those who deserve credit.

We'll begin by pointing to you dancers and
saying “thank you” for filling the halls and for
encouraging your non-dancer friends to join the
next beginner classes. We also say “thanks” for
encouraging your callers and teachers by your
very presence at their dances and classes and
by your applause.

Applause, the dancers’ way of saying “thank

I trust that this issue finds all of you in the

you™ is the subject of our cover this month.
When you clap at the end of a tip, or at the end
of an eveéning, your enthusiasm is aimed in
many directions. Of course, it reflects your ap-
preciation of your caller, but it's far more than
that. If you enjoyed a particular dance then you
are showing appreciation to its author and to
the musicians who recorded the music. You are
saying "thanks” to the folks who provided the
place where you dance, those who brought the
refreshments and those who serve as greeters
at their door.

But more than all of this, your applause ex-
presses your own personal joy at being able to
dance. It says "thank you" to the others who
shared your square. It says to your partner, “l
enjoyed dancing with you.” The clapping of
hands says much but most of all it says “thank

»”

you" @

Mac McCullar
San Luis Obispg, CA

BM 169 Jeepers Creepers by Mac
8M 168 1Could Have Loved You For
A Lifetime by Mac

BM 167 Hoop De Do by Mac
BM 166 Downtown Knoxville by Moc
BM 165 King Of Country Music by Ron
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PRESENTS ROUND DANCES

Scope 55 DESTINY - A waltz by Ken and Elena

Scope 54 NEVER SAY NEVER by Ken and Elena

CURRENT RELEASES

BM 164 Firefly by Ted Wegrer

BM 163 Dixie On My Mind by Mac

BM 162 Wolverton Mi. by Ear Rich

BM 160 Smoke Smoke by Jeanne Biiscoe

BM 1010 Ruby/Dragging The Bow Hoedown

PO Box 1448, San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 Tel: 805-543-2827

“Ken Croft
Elena de Zorda
San Francisco, CA
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a thing as Peaceful Uses of Explosives? Dennis Callin of Hemet, Calif., gives us his answer

Our new editors of Round Dance Pulse Poll are

BY-LINE

introduced this month in our feature by the
same title. We look forward to their new format. A

direct result of reader input, Dancing Contra with
Don Ward, is something not to be missed and

will be seen monthly here in ASD. Is there such

to that question. Jack Murtha shares with us in Viewpoints some very useful information

about Assistive Listening Systems (ALS). Be sure to share this one with your club members.

Do you know what Fur Rendezvous is? Find out by reading Over Sixty Years of Tradition, A

Historical Look at Fur Rendezvous. Lauraine Thomas of San Dimas, Calif., tells us How ro

Become a Turkey, an appropriate article for this time of year. ©
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his month | want to share with you an ar

ticle I wrote for the California Square
Dancer Blue Book, April/Jan/Feb issue of 1991.
1 have re-written some spots here and there, but
what was said then still holds true for our ac-
tivity today, so here it is.

Recently, in researching some square dance
calls from the early 1900s to mid 1960s, I ran
across some really old favorites [ had almost
forgotten. Of course, the calling that was done
before those years was very simple. Much of it
was one couple activity in the square. For in-
stance, “The first ole couple lead out to the
right,” and here one called a series of moves
from that set-up. One of those favorites among
the dancers was “Dip and Dive,” or “Duck or
bleed” as some callers referred to it. There was

T E M PO Imnneb ';frismc

one where the dancers were in lines of four back
to back and the caller said, “Centers arch and
the ends tumn in.” Now, of course, we have vir-
tually done away with “Dive Thru” since Pass
to the Center has come into it’s own. Then there
was one called “Dixie Twirl,” where the danc-
ers were in lines back to back. The two people
on the left end of the lines would make an arch
and the other end would walk forward and thru
the arch, as the arching couple walked to the
other end of the set-up, to form lines facing in.
It literally turned the line around without let-
ting go of hands.

I just recently ran across the old “Triple Al-
lemande” in an old singing call. I can remem-
ber the dancers shuddering on this one because
it always threw the floor. It seemed tougher than

PLAN AHEAD AND TAKE AN

ALASKA CRUISE

WITH

STEVE KOPMAN .. RAY BRENDZY

7 NIGHTS
JULY 8, 1996 - JULY 15, 1996

Inside Stateroom: $1558.00 USD per person;
Outside Stateroom: $1589.00 USD per person.

Price includes: square dancing, all meals & snack, midnight buffets,
entertainment, cocktail party, port charges and much more! Prices include
cruise and port charges and based on double occupancy. Discount air fares are
avalilable for this trip! Deposit: $200 per person reserves your cabin assignment.
Space is limited and cabins are going quickiy!

For more information or reservations, call or write to:
Deborah Kopman
Knoxville Tours & Travel Center
4910 Clinton Hwy. PO. Box 12580, Knoxville, TN 37912
(615) 688-6232 or (800) 251-2027

American Squaredance, November 1995



it really was simply because the corner came
around more quickly than the dancers expected.
If the dancers weren’t instructed that just 1/2
way around the square they would meet the
corner again, they would invariably overshoot
the mark. Another one | always liked was
Wagon Wheel Spin and Strip the Gears. But
then, I was a lot younger and being able to do
that spin now would probably become a real
challenge. But those maneuvers were fun and
it’s a shame we think we haven’t the time to
teach them now.

Choreography has always been something |
really enjoy and I have written quite a bit of it.
Sometimes I call something that I have thought
up, using several basics to get my results and I
hear some of the Advanced and Challenge danc-
ers asking, “Doesn’t that have a name?” It never
ceases to amaze me that much of the material
that is in existence today was thought of by a
good number of callers who are into choreog-

raphy now. What is that old saying, “Great
minds run in the same channels.”

Using material from the old days would
stump most dancers, but it might be fun to have
a party night set aside for just the purpose of
using it. I'1] bet you would find a lot of dancers
asking why we never call that stuff. It might
even flabbergast some of the computer minds
we have in the activity today. I'm really sorry
to see square dance movements become
squeezed into a four or five word phrase, such
as Spin Chain and Scoot Thru. That one, by the
way, was once a quarterly Selection for the
Mainstream, if you can fathom it!

Now [ keep hearing that Mainstream is no
longer a popular program, as if it didn't exist.
Perhaps that’s one way of making it more at-
tractive. Perhaps the day it becomes more ap-
pealing, will be the day when callers start re-
ferring to it as a real program, instead of trying
to forget about some if its calls. @

-

Round Dance Video Tapes

for Dancers and Teachers

N
J

1-714-572-0480

@@
"
@ rCost pertapeis - $43.00
Pl -....- 1 Tape
Phasell ....... 1 Tape
PhaseTII. ...... 1 Tape
Z Phase V. ...... 2 Tapes
Send Qrders to: . WV 2 Tapes
ROUNDALAB Video Office Phase VI. ... ... 2Ta
4825-B Valley View Full Set ($350.00) 9 Tapes
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 Available in VHS or PAL format

1 './ .
L Ca. residents add 7 3/4% state tax )

( ROUNDALAB members write for information on member discoum...)

Wy QEU =L

\L

Shipping Fees
48 Continental U.S. - $7.00 for the st tape and $1.00 for each additional tape.

Shipments Overseas by air- $16.00 for the 1st tape and $5.00 for each additional tape.
Hawaii, Canada, Overseas by surface - $13.00 for the 1st tape and $1.50 for

cach additional tape
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