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April is the month for humor, begin-
ning with the traditional Fool’s Day.
It is also the month we emphasize vaca-
tions and travel. This year as we compile
the April issue, we are very conscious, 100,
of the crisis in the Persian Gulf and the
hardships of economic difficulties at home.
In times of need, communities draw
closer for help and support. We foresee
several capacities in which square dance
clubs and friends can provide staunch
support groups for those who are worried
about loved ones in the service or for
those caught in the financial crunch. Clubs
can also provide services and/or raise
funds for community needs. Square dan-
cers in recent years in many areas have
become deeply involved with community
service in a wide range of organizations
from Muscular Dystrophy to nursing
homes to veterans hospitals to individual
needs. Dancers are caring people.
While we are reaching out to help
others through our square dancing, we
also benefit ourselves. The age-old wis-
dom comes to mind: “I'm laughing
because if | didn't laugh, I'd cry.” It's good
for us to immerse ourselves in an activity
where we cannot dwell on problems for
a couple of hours, where we join with
others for a good time, and refresh
ourselves with exercise and laughter.
Speaking of laughter, we had three
responses to our February cover—one of
approval, an anonymous one in the form
of a fax with humorous quotes coming
from Lincoln, and one who thought we

desecrated the memary of a great presi-
dent, especially in such times. As we said
before, "“If we don't laugh, we cry."

We've said before that as an antidote
for the blues and a cure for worry, square
dancing has it all. It also offers healthy ex-
ercise and a respite from “"couch potato-
itis."" We need laughter and its healing ef-
fects; we need activity; we need hope. All
these we can receive from our dancing
and our dancing friends.

We've heard from many areas surround-
ing military installations that their num-
bers have been depleted by members
shipping out for the Gulf. Let's keep our
square dance military personnel especial-
ly in mind as we pray for peace in these
troubled times. And don't forget to laugh!

® scape— big mac records -
presents AVAILABLE
b WD Seoe 15 THATS LG
Choreo: Dick & Joyce, Cued by
‘McCullar Dick & Eilerman
San Luis Obispo CA BM118 PUKA SHELLS by Clyde Drivere B Oy O
HOEDOWNS TO SWING BY BM1001 BOOGIE WITH ME/MAC'S VIBES
BMO47 BANJO MT/HECK AMONG THE HERD BM1002 DOWN RIVER/Jeanne Briscoe
BMO41 BOOMERANG/BIG MAC DOLLY BM1003 WHY NOT/TWEEDLE “E"
BMO16 RABBIT DOG/CAUTION BM1004 SLO TRAC/SAN LUIS RAMBLE
BM012 SLO TRAC/Jeanne calls PO Box 1448 BM1005 OLD JOE WHO/Ron Mineau
BMOT1 KELTON HOLLEY/BANJO WRAPS San Luis Obispo CA 93406 BM1006 CONNIE I/John Eubanks
BMO04 CORN CHIPS/sanne calls BM1007 MARTY/Monty Hackler
| BM002 RATTLER ROMP/Jsy Henderson BM1008 MT. BANJO HOEDOWN/CINDY
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""get organized’ and really get a listing of
all the square dance events going on
each month. Every year we '‘get orga-
nized'’ and publish all the dates we know of. Here it is, with our thanks to the commit-
tee chairmen and promoters who answered our request for dates.

Norm Hangman, a caller from Hawaii, relates the folk story of "‘Stone Soup" to
the square dance picture for you in this issue. In keeping with our humor theme, Jo
Jan Nunley asks the important question, ‘‘Can You Laugh At Yourself?'’ and John
Dromey presents us with a third edition of his “'Daffynitions.” Cory Geishouser, a
talented young man who has had his cartoons and a cover drawing published in ASD,
tells us about dancing in Red Square last summer. So, with April the month of vaca-
tion listings and humor, you can chuckle as you dream about new dance experiences.

L ast December a visitor to our display
\ BY-LINE booth in Las Vegas said we should
I
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Thank you for a wonderful magazine.
We have really enjoyed it. Do you still
send sample copies of your magazine to
the new dancers? If you do, we would be
delighted to receive some. We have two
clubs with about three squares of new
dancers in each club. Janice Long

Filer, Idaho
ED. NOTE: Yes, we do send samples.
Drop a card to ASD and order them for
your graduates.

| think the protest campaign against the
“dinty square dancing’’ segment on Satur-
day Night Live is an over-reaction. On any
given night, SNL will have many skits,
some of them hilariously funny, some
sophomorically stupid, and some in in-
credibly bad taste. To protest vociferous-
ly is, | think, to suggest the equally
negative image of square dancers as stuf-
fy and humorless. It certainly gives more
importance to the segment than it
deserves. Ann Wass
Riverdale, Maryland

Please extend our subscription for two
years. We enjoy dancing so much. We are
senior citizens and find it so rewarding
and excellent activity to keep our minds
alert and our bodies in agile shape. We
have Dwayne and Donna Rogers in our

area and the quilt Donna has engineered
is so beautiful. (See February issue—Ed.)
As of now, it isn't finished but it has taken
a lot of thought and effort and is wonder-
ful. | wish more people would join in
square dancing, it is such a clean and
happy entertainment..The callers and
wives are so joyful and work so hard to
make a good time for everyone. Nowhere
in my 67 years have | gone to see every-
one so pleasant. Thank God for such
good people. John & Betty Giese

Chicago, Illlinois

This September | was with a group of
12 Swedes on a tourist and square dance
trip to Japan. An American girl, Martha,
(Martha Ogasawara—Ed.) living in Japan,
helped us arrange the trip.. The Japanese
square dance families we stayed with
were so very friendly and we had the best
possible time there.

When we returned home, our club
hosted a Jamboree. To our great pleasure,
our invited caller, Lem Gravelle, brought
25 S/D couples with him. Now we, in our
turn, could invite these couples to stay
with us, as we just had stayed with the
Japanese families.

An activity that brings people together
all over the world, and can relay friend-
ship from one corner of the world to the
other must really be something special,
don't you think? | do.

Solveig Perklen
Stockholm Sweden

For more information contact:

NATIONAL SQUARE DANCE CAMPERS ASSOC.; INC. |

Dept. B P.O. Box 224
Little Chute, WI 54140
Over 150 Chapters in 37 States & Canada
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TRI-STATE TRIUMPH

Speaking in classic phrases, the /des
of January had come and | prepared to
spend a fortnight in the southland. Nauti-
cally, my ports of call (A portly caller cer-
tainly calls at his ports of call. —Co-Ed.)
were at destinations in Tennessee, Geor-
gia and Florida. Token visits were in Mem-
phis and Valdosta; my main thrust was to
warm up my frozen Ohio blood throughout
Florida late in the month, just as Cathie
and | had warmed up in Hawaii early in
the month. Thankfully, reception was
warm at all points 'n ports, even though
the weather wasn't. Unlike previous mid-
winter southern sojourns where | general-
ly took the skyway highway, this time my
own heavy Chevy rumbled all the way
down old Interstate 75 into the Sunshine
State and back, adding over 3,550 miles
to her odometer. Two skyward veers broke
up the ground rounds within those two
weeks, but essentially it was a driving trip.

Memphis, Tennessee—Here's one of the
flights. | parked the Chev at the airport in
Atlanta (a good jumping-off place) and
bull-frogged back and forth on Northwest
to Memphis, that two-time National Con-
vention city, where two weekend days
were devoted to three sessions of caller
clinic stuff for the Memphis Callers Work-
shop, attended by more than 20, and a
Saturday night ASDance with 15 sets or
s0. My hosts/coordinators were caller Ed-
die and Sally Ramsey, long-time friends
and monumental memory-makers. (Eddie
introduced Stan as the ‘‘associate of
Cathie the real ASD editor”’ Thanks, Ed-
die—Co-Ed.) Coincidentally, Eddie, Stan
and the Smiths will be on stage at Cope-
crest for a week the end of May (See ad
this issue.) and again at Fontana on the
long Thanksgiving weekend the end of
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November. (See Fontana ad, this issue.)

It was a thrill bill and a repeat treat,
back in Cotton Country after too long a
pause, by George. Lively banter marked
the clinic with subjects such as One
Nighters, Better Classes, Variety Choreo
and the thorny BMI/ASCAP update state.
Thanks, Harry Harris. Fellow editor Bill
Crawford, as well as many old friends,
were at the dance. Rounds were cued in
succession by Bill and Elsye Johnson,
George Jones, Charles and Edith Capon
(LEGACY people), Suzanne and Tom
Kadlec, Gordon and Mary Brower, Harold
and Delores Harrison. Too soon the week-
end was gone; on Sunday afternoon caller
Trent Keith drove me back to the airport,
where | flew back to Atlanta and resumed
the trip southward.

A WEST COAST COAST

Cape Coral (Ft. Myers), Florida—
Monday, January 21, was King Day, in
more ways than one. | was lucky to call
in the Ft. Myers area for the first time, at
a Lite Nite ASDance set up by former
Toledo area caller Jack and Marilyn King,
who treated me like a king in their home.
The dance setting they chose was ab-
solutely beautiful: a yacht club facility with
chandeliers, cool air, large stage, massive
fireplace. Over a dozen sets attended, in-
cluding old Ohio neighbors Don and Jo
Burdue, plus many others. Jack called
one with me—whatta super singing voice!
(I wonder if that do-it duet came out like
a canary and crow airy aria?—Co-Ed.)
Sharon and Don Knapp rounded out the
program.

Free time next day—| grabbed the op-
portunity to spend the night in North Ft.
Myers with old friends, caller Ray and
Louise Bohn, and had some half-a-life-
time recall-ections, with time out for a
barbecue down the street during the six
hour gab fest. (Must have been a mighty
blustery filibuster—Co-Ed.) It's hard to
describe that session—we started with
the “Pappy’’ Shaw era, on to Ed Gilmore,
Les Gotcher, Holden/Litman, Charlie Bald-
win, the Brundages, Bob Osgood, Louis/
‘“Tex''the Ramblers at Fontana, Lee and
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Frank and ““Flip”’ and lip-sync, Tony and
the young breed era, Callerlab, the other
“-labs,’" the "Nationals,” the downtrend,
the levels. Wow. Unforgettable. It was
good to see Ray feeling so well now.

Arcadia,_Florida—Before leaving the
west-coastal area for this inland destina-
tion only. B0 miles away, | got a makeup
at a very active Rotary Club in Cape Coral.
(Hmm:" Heb-cogging with the wheels
again!—Co-Ed.) By afternoon | arrived at
the ranch of caller/cuer/hall builder Everett
and Jenny Martin, my hosts and good
friends, eager for that steak dinner before
the dance. (A chomp before the stomp, a
platter before the patter, and a swig before
the gig—that seems to be some caller’s
rule of the road—Co-Ed.) The dance gar-
nered ten sets or more, a full house, just
north of town at the Martin's pleasant
Palace. (Snowbirds especially like to
come home to roost with Martins.) What
bird wouldn't go “tweet’ to eat those mid-
tip treats? Super group here—perhaps
the ultimate intimate component of peo-
ple on the move. Jenny coo'd the cues.

Next morning Everett gave me the.an-
nual trans-acres shakers via his perky
kick-up pickup, past his hundred head of
beef cattle. The reward? Two dozen big,
juicy grapefruit right off the tree.in'a re-
mote field, and that gave me a citrus but-
tress against cold germs for the rest of the
winter.

A LITTLE BATCH OF BEACH
Long Key (Marathon), Florida—It's sure-
ly a downright upscale bonus in this
travel-troubadour biz of mine to find a
handy hunk of spare time sometimes bet-
ween engagements, especially in those
semi-tropical treasure islands in the
southernmost string of cays 'n keys of
Florida. Second flight on this tour: | left
my car in Tampa and flew to Marathon
(half-way down the Keys) a whole half day
early via a somewhat untamed American
Eagle with two poppin’ props. That al-
lowed time enough for a full afternoon at
a small public beach just below the Seven
Mile Bridge—a splendiful interval to simp-
8

ly enjoy the simplest things—things like
kids splashing each other on the shim-
mering shoreline beneath a blazing sun,
herring gulls wheeling and squealing
close overhead, a pair of ebony cormor-
ants racing each other barely a wing span
over the waves, ungainly pelicans careen-
ing clumsily into the sea, and watching a
thousand ants where grass meets sand,
seeming to hurry and scurry to arrive at
some eternal nowhere. It's a very settling
avocation, just to sit and think and watch
gulls and ants and people—some going
somewhere and some going nowhere.
Digression is my obsession. Back to
Long Key and my key reason for being
there. Caller Don and Marguerite Wiley of
Key West and North Carolina set it all up
again; Cliff LaBar fetched me, hosted me,
and made all arrangements for the dance
to be sponsored by the Long Key
Squares; cuers Al and Carma Hewring
traveled all the way.down from Sebring to
round out thé program. Whatta good
bunch. Wé had over a dozen sets again,
air conditioning, incredible edibles, a
class-evel set (Don and Jim Roper called
a special tip for them.), and 62 ASD subs
to feed to our hungry computer back
home. | must say the Gustafsons and
Mazzurs know two of the best places to
live in this whole U.S.A. Next morning Cliff
saw me off on a flight to Tampa, then he
drove to Tampa to see his team lose by
one mere errant kick at the Super Bowl.

GEORGIA ON MY MIND
Valdosta, Georgia—Just north of the
Florida border sits Valdosta, an easy drive
from Tampa, where my hosts, long-time
resident caller Bob and Vivian Bennett
carry on a busy square and clogging pro-
gram. Our dance there was sponsored by
Belles and Beaux in the Mathis City Audi-
torium. The locals were supported and
supplemented by dancers from Lake Ci-
ty, Florida, so one might say it was a good
peach and orange mix that night. (Just
add a lemon caller and you've got sort of
a rootin'-tootin’ fruit-enany, right?—Co-Ed.)
Bob called a tip. Incidentally, southern
Georgia has some of the most reason-
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