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In a small town in midwestern 
America, two square dances were held 
during a four-day span. 

The Friday evening dance was spon-
sored by a historical and cultural center, 
open to the public, well-publicized 
through the local media. Five sets 
romped through an evening of easy 
squares and mixers, including the peren-
nial favorite, the Virginia Reel. A good 
time was had by all, and the museum 
committee ended the evening deciding 
to sponsor more such parties. 

Four days later, a club square dance 
was held at a local church. A guest caller 
from 50 miles away was at the mike. The 
event was promoted by sending flyers to 
those who usually attend the club, and 
to some other prospects. Six couples at-
tended, which means that the caller 
made slightly more than the cost of ren-
ting the hall, which the club is able to 
use at a minimum rate. 

The moral of this comparison? Is there 
one? We wish we knew the answers. 

We do know that in a large city near to 
this town, about twenty "fun" square 
dance groups now exist, where a few 
years ago, an occasional dancer would 
be hard pressed to find any square danc-
ing group open to the public. 

We think this may be a trend. We think 
the general public is sending a very clear 
message. 

co filITORML 

The big question is whether those now 
active in club square dancing will heed 
the message? Can we turn around the 
move to longer lessons and more com-
plex dancing? What will we offer those 
who want to dance occasionally, just for 
the fun of it? And on the next occasion, 
be it one month or six months later, are 
willing to do the same figures and 
dances again, without learning new 
material, just for the fun of it? 

Or can the present square dance club 
activity co-exist with the new groups 
that are being formed? Can we count all 
of us as square dancers, and go on from 
there? 

These questions and others are being 
pondered by many square dancers this 
year? What will our answers be? 

Square Dancers: say it with candy! 

B 

Basic Kit $8.00 + 51.75 postage and handling 
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We know it's the slogan for brides, but 
this March issue also contains 

BY-LINE 	 "something old, something new, 
something borrowed, something blue." 
For the old, NiNi Harris recounts her folk 

dancing schooldays: Chet Vetter lists dancing courtesies of yesteryear, and Deborah 
Kuhr describes a special Columbus cotillion. Deborah and her husband, Michael, dance 
with the Party Line dancers. Her parents, Rosella and Norm (the photographer) Shift are 
also members and participate on the Party Line demo team. For something new, Evelyn 
Borden describes a man with dual careers, and Bill Barr gives us a graduation 
ceremony we had not seen before. Borrowed from the Texas Federation material is Mar-
vin and Helen Matus' article on incorporation and taxes, reprinted because of many re-
quests for this kind of information. If taxes don't make you blue, then consider what is 
coming out of the blue, as you read Mary Heisey's poem about Halley's Comet. Filling 
out the issue are two more articles, advice on how we think by old friend Al Eblen and 
advice on posture and dancing by Fred and Kay Haury. 

We hope enjoy these authors' offerings, we hope you gain new knowledge, we hope 
you reminisce about past dances and find new ideas for future ones. Happy March! 

KIAVN Go Go Go Go 
qo Cv, 	OA OA OA OA OA .Z.C. OA OA qo qoC.V. 

Go 	f, 	I, 	Go 	Go 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	Go 	Go 	Co 	Go 	Vi 	ri 	olo 	Go 	Go 
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...I can't tell you how good the book 
royalty check made us feel. After all 
these years to know that our parents 
[Will and Merl Orlich] creative efforts are 
still being appreciated was very uplif-
ting... 

Penny Klisseg 
A ta scadero, California 

I'm absolutely delighted with 
American squaredance! It was very nice 
of you to think to send me a copy. I'll 
look forward to future issues under my 
"extended" SIO subscription. I'm glad to 
be one of your new readers, and only 
regret that I didn't subscribe earlier! 

Bruce W. Franz 
Xenia, Ohio 

Your book is know [sic] good for 
square dancing no party's or dates no 
towns to bad Sets in Order went out of 
printing it... 	 E.M.Aston 

Port Huron, Michigan 

We want to express our best wishes to 
you in acquiring the business from SIO. 
We think it couldn't happen to nicer peo- 
ple. Best of luck. 	Paul & Esther Fox 

Akron, Ohio 

Thank you for featuring us in "Facing 
the L.O.D."...We teach rounds for the 
love of it but it's always nice to be 
recognized for your efforts. Thanks also 
for the advanced copy...We enjoy your 
magazine very much, keep up the good 
work. Have a happy and healthy 1986. 

Jim & Dottie McCord 
Mobile, Alabama 

As first year students we're having a 
great time with you friendly people! Our 
callers and angels all do their best for us 
and it is so gratifying to become suc-
cessful at dancing! We had a wonderful 
non-alcoholic New Years Eve dance that 
broke up at 2 A.M. Incidentally, due to a 
great push on driving/drinking aware-
ness in our state, there was not one 
alcohol-related death last night in 

Washington. This is a miraculous 
thing... 

Jansi & Gary Sauer 
E. Wenatchee, Washington 

We are two orphaned readers you 
have adopted from Square Dancing. We 
love our new family, American Square-
dance! It swings with even more energy 
than our old square. May you continue to 
serve all our abandoned square dancers 
out there. 	Marie-Theres F. Doyon 

Lexington, Virginia 

..I have tried to lend a helping hand to 
the square dance activity. I think it is a 
great activity and I enjoyed reading your 
magazine. Your travelogues are very in-
teresting; through them we learn what is 
happening in other regions and clubs. I 
am enclosing a check for my subscrip-
tion. Hopefully, we will have a long and 
satisfying relationship...Art Larimer 

Dunnellon, Florida 
...I will be taking a learner class next 

year for our Sulphur City SO Club, but I 
really am only a learner caller and our 
club is not very big, but we do get visits 
from a few overseas visitors during the 
years because Rotorua is quite a tourist 
city. We look forward to dancing with 
visitors and visiting callers. Our last 
visitors were from the American mid-
west and we had the pleasure of dancing 
to the calling of Jerry Haag. We danced 
about eight sets outside around the pool 
of the Hyatt Kingsgate Hotel. 

David Dephoff 
Rotorua, New Zealand 

...By the way, in your November issue, 
which a friend gave me, since I just re-
subscribed in December last, your "By-
Line" listed Ralph Hay as editor of the 
Overseas Dancers Newsletter. Unless 
that changed recently, Ted and Sonya 
Anthony are the editors of the ODA 
newsletters... 	 C. L. McGuire 

Harlingen, Texas 

ED. NOTE: You're right. Our apologies to 
Ted and Sonya. Ralph Hay sends ODA 
news releases. (See News, this issue.) 

...We have been having a great time 
showing our brand of dancing to au-
diences around the midwest. It's great 
fun performing with the country music 
stars from Nashville and also a great 

Continued on Page 100 
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QUOTES 'N BON MOTS 
The fervent hope of both individuals 

and organized groups within the square 
dance community today is that 1986 (the 
golden anniversary of western-style 
square dancing) will mark the beginning 
of a new surge of interest-an upturn in 
a sagging, diminishing activity. 

Much has been written to date concer-
ning the dilemma we have faced in re- 
cent years. It is an interesting paradox 
that greater sophistication, ultra-integra-
ted patterns, such a sturdy framework, 
seem to have produced lesser numbers. 
Can there be a turnabout cause and ef-
fect here? Can a cure severely worsen 
the malady? Does well-meant channeli-
zation sometimes merely create a rut? 

It reminds us of the old story of Joe 
meeting Moe on the street and asking, 
"What happened to all that money I gave 
you to put into your private bank, so I 
could make a lot more money?" Moe an- 
swers slowly, "It's all gone, Joe. 
Somehow the interest just up'd and ate 
all the capital!" 

The encouraging aspect that's pre-
sently on a roll with concerned lea-
ders-a Tylenol for the Times, perhaps 
-was outlined in last month's "Mean-
derings" column. Reconstruction plans 
are underway. The fourth LEGACY 
survey first stirred us up and sowed the 
seeds of action. Callerlab became con- 
cerned and formed an ad hoc committee 
to study the problem. When that commit-
tee makes its report the end of this 
month at the Callerlab convention in 
Baltimore, we hope more positive action 
will result. The Copecrest Summit 
(Crossfire committee, reported in our 
January and February issues) served to 
awaken some winking Winkles among 
us, and ignite some fires of action. This 
is March. Three down and nine to go. 
Please do your part of make 1986 the 
year of the BIG REVIVAL! 

Many surveys have been underway in 
recent months. Feeling that the key to 
more participation by bigger numbers in 
our activity calls for an easier entry level, 
your editors did a survey, which like a 

straw vote, has no very veritable validity 
concerning the composite list of basics 
generated, but the comments elicited 
from a cross-section of our leadership is 
extremely revealing, we feel. So again 
we change the format of this loosely col-
ligated, colloquial column to bring you 
voices. Voices from high places. Voices 
from the deep. Quotes and bon mots. 

(Voices from the deep sounds a little 
fishy, Stan. I thought you were going to 
be serious this month.-Co-ed.) 

We asked about thirty recognized lea-
ders (mostly callers) to list about 60 
basics from the Mainstream list that 
could be taught in 25 to 30 weeks (ses-
sions), in case a new CLASSIC program 
might be endorsed by Callerlab. Follow-
ing is the list and the comments. 

1. Circle (left & right) 
2. Forward & back 
3. Dosado 
4. Swing 
5. Promenade (couple. single tile) 
6. Allemande left 
7. Right & left grand IS weave) 
8. Star (left. right) 
9. Star promenade 

10. Pass thru 
11. Split (outside. ring) 
12. Hall sashay (sashay. rollaway) 
13. Turn back (U-turn. backtrack) 
14. Separate (divide) 
15. Courtesy turn 
16. Chain (Iwo ladies. lour ladies) 
17. Dopaso 
18. Lead right 	 43 	Ferris wheel 
19. Right & left thru 	44. Cloverleaf 
20. Grand square 	 45. Turn thru 
21. Slat !Nu (slide thru) 	46. Eight chain thru (1-8) 
22. Circle lo a line 	 47. Spin the lop 
23. Bend the line 	 48. Centers in 
24. Square thru (1-5) 	49. Cast off 
25. California twirl 	 50. Walk & dodge 
26. Dive Ihru 	 51. Fold 
27 	Wheel around 	 52. Dixie Style to wave 
28. Allemande Char 	 53. Spin chain thru 
29. Shoot the star 	 54. Scoot back 
30. Shp the clutch 	 55 Tag line 
31. Right hand wave 	 56 Recycle 
32. Swing ihru 
33. Run (boys, girls, ends, centers) 
34. Trade (boys. girls. ends. centers) 
35. Wheel & deal (lines of 4. 2 laced lines) 
36. Double pass thru 
37. Zoom 
18. Flutter-wheel 
39. Sweep a quarter 
40. Veer left 
41 	Touch 'A 
42. Circulate (boys. girls. 8. ends. centers. 

couples) 
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From a veteran full time caller: 
"Classic square dance is a super idea—
one that has been needed for a long 
time. Be prepared, however, to get static 
from super callers who claim they can 
get beginners all the way through the 
Plus list in one season. Without families 
it is hard to get the list down to sixty." 
(Some family groupings are included.) 

A well-known dancer/leader suggests 
we restructure our programs this way: 
Basic (20 calls— a good entry level); 
Classic (50 additional calls for a total of 
70), no OS, designed for 80% of all 
dancers; Advanced (75 additional calls 
for a total of about 150) combining A-1 & 
A-2, etc.; Challenge (100 additional calls, 
for a total of 250) combining C-1, C-2, 
etc. 

Another well-known veteran caller 
who asked me not to quote him, but 
whose opinion I respect, and whom I'll 
merely paraphraze, says we have 
become so good, so perfectionistic, so 
regulated, so tailored that there is no 
room for mediocrity— no room for the 
casual dancer, no place for the caller 
who can't fit into the sophisticated, 
regulated mold we have created. He 
says we need to start all over again—
reestablish 15-week classes, bring the 
FUN back to the activity, or die. 

From a seasoned caller/author comes 
this endorsement: "Hot dog— let it hap- 
pen! I would like to have considered the 
inclusion of several of the most popular 
calls from the Plus list [in this new 
classic list] but I'm not fanatic about it." 

A veteran caller who is teaching three 
classes simultaneously right now 
predicts "there will be much discussion 
on new lists [by Callerlab and others] but 
it is [needed and] good." His own list 
contains only fifty basics (some as 
families) with which he can call an in-
teresting dance for most dancers. 

Another full-time caller strongly urges 
us to include in the Classic list these few 
Plus calls: teacup chain, spin chain the 
gears, track two, load the boat and relay 
the deucy, because 90% of club dancers 
everywhere can dance them. "Anyone 
should want to be a Classic dancer,-  he 
says. 

A caller whose name is a household 
word for square dancers suggests drop-
ping all MS calls after veer left (#45) plus  

a few from #1 to #45, especially italicized 
ones, and making this the new Classic- 

A caller/teacher with 20 years ex-
perience says: "I can see nothing wrong 
with our MS program as is, except these 
deletions, which could be moved to the 
Plus list: allemande right, lead right, cir-
cle to a line, left square thru, cross trail 
thru, alamo style wave, alamo swing 
thru, veer right, turn thru, walk & dodge, 
dixie style wave, spin chain thru, peel 
off, curlique, fan the top, and a few 
others. He emphasizes that often "It's 
not the program, it's the teaching. We 
need good caller-teaching [training] ses-
sions each year.... and [this should be] a 
must to qualify for Callerlab...." (See 
Sketchpad in ASD, last month.) 

A veteran caller/choreographer gives 
us this advice: "I think what we have to 
do [instead of making big changes in the 
lists] is to take a good look at our pre-
sent programs and teach the callers to 
teach. I can't believe what I see at 
festivals and conventions. Everyone is in 
such a hurry to teach Plus, and then they 
only teach a select few of the figures. All 
of our figures extend from basics. If a 
dancer becomes proficient at basics the 
rest is elementary. Let's push for better 
training. New callers are turning out 
poor dancers. They can do many Plus 
calls but can't do turn thru, fan the top or 
peel off. 

Another well-known caller tells us to 
keep the first part of the MS list as it is 
(up to #50) and then add a few more, 
such as: eight chain thru, spin the top, 
centers in, cast off, walk & dodge, spin 
chain thru, tag the line, and scoot back. 

Still another, whom everyone knows, 
suggests we take the best of the two 
lists (MS and Plus), which would include 
these Plus figures: extend, grand swing 
thru, single circle to a wave, dixie grand, 
track two, relay the deucy, anything and 
roll, triple scoot, coordinate, diamond 
circulate, flip the diamond, load the 
boat, ping pong circulate, linear cycle, 
and anything and spread. 

8 
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One of the best teachers (callers) in 
the business, in our opinion, has this to 
say; "I like the title Classic Square 
Dance but I'm not sure where it fits in. 
Don't eliminate the Basic and MS pro-
grams in favor of Classic. New square 
dancers are much better served when 
they can learn simple, general rules in-
stead of detailed descriptions of related 
movements as separate calls. When you 
learn right hand star you need no in-
structions for left hand star." He sug-
gests some minor changes, concerning 
families, but goes on to say "Don't 
eliminate a program for those of us who 
have year-'round programs. Those who 
have short-year programs and those who 
have full year programs are provided for 
now (with Basic and MS)." 

Another popular full-time caller com-
ments: "Our biggest problem is lack of 
controls. Until we can control what the 
callers do at our dances, the square 
dance activity is at considerable risk. 
Since I know of no way to restrain 
callers, my only hope is to try to educate 
callers in the areas of caller responsibili-
ty and teaching techniques." 

Thoughts for further consideration 
concerning the Classic list from various 
caller/leaders: 
• Drop wheel & deal from two-laced 

lines altogether and replace it with ferris 
wheel. 
• Establish a Classic "X" list (sup-

plemental) in addition to Classic, which 
might contain these kinds of calls: rip & 
snort, variations of grand right & left 
(grand sashay, daisy chain, etc.), lull 
sashay & resashay, grand square varia-
tions, teacup chain, relay the deucy, 
spin chain the gears, all 8 swing thru, 
anything and roll, trade the wave, etc. 
• Put track two back in the MS list. It's 

a fun call. I firmly believe that one 
reason we lose new dancers is that they 
are in class so long, and the only club 
members they meet are the officers and 
a few diehards who come to help at 
lessons. Biggest problems now are the 
lists, lack of fun, getting and keeping 
new dancers, the caste system levels 
have created, and we, the callers. Add 
these Plus basics to the Classic list: 
teacup chain, track two, coordinate, 
relay the deucy, spin chain the gears, 
load the boat, and ping pong circulate. 

On a serious note, I want to thank all 
those who wrote with sympathy notes 
on the death of my mother (ASD, Jan., p. 
9), some of whom recalled their own per-
sonal experiences in a similar way. 
Without quoting names, here are just 
three of many thoughts I received: 

"I think the personal words written are 
most appropriate. We so seldom ex-
press our thoughts, yet when we do 
there are so many others who have 
similar thoughts. Your Dad and Mom 
could have been mine. How fortunate 
you were to have such old-fashioned and 
God-fearing parents with such high stan-
dards! They reinforce the [value of] so-
called generation gaps between us and 
the next bunch, and hopefully some of it 
will rub off through us onto them." 

Excerpts from another: 
"It was heart-warming to read your 

tribute and I could tell that your family 
was a family of closeness and love for 
one another. Your mother was blessed 
by God to live for many years—a privi-
lege that many people do not have. My 
mother passed away in September of '84 
after reaching the age of 96 years and 
two months. At the age of 95 she still 
went with me to calling jobs...She loved 
square dancers and they loved her. So 
you see we were both blessed by having 
our mothers with us for many, many 
years." 

Finally, this one: 
"I just finished reading your 

beautiful tribute to your Mother. It touch-
ed my heart and brought tears to my 
eyes. I only wish I had your talent to ex-
press in such a simple way the true 
values of life. Having lost both my 
parents recently (and also within a short 
time of each other) I share your loss. 

Personal? Yes. Appropriate to this 
magazine? We believe so. So be it! 
(Amen—Co-ed.) 

We interrupt this pensive piece to 
bring you a bit of trivia. After all, we can't 
stay solidly serious for very long. Many 
of you know (from the radio show) about 
Lake Wobegon. Of course, that's a fic-
titious location. But did you know there 
is a real wobbegong? It's a creature that 
doesn't live in a lake but can be found in 
the ocean. Got it? It's a shark. Now you 
know. 
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