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Co-ed is a great reader of articles on 
positive thinking, holistic health and 
happy optimism. Funny, because for 
years she thought she had a tendency to 
be overly pessimistic. But deep down, 
she believes the world could be a better 
place if we all tried just a little harder. 
Well, the latest was one entitled "You 
Can Make Your Dreams Come True," 
and subtitled "What would really make 
you happy?" 

Since deadline time for this article 
was upon Co-ed, and since, like the 
Roman god Janus, she was looking back 
at 40 years of publication and forward to 
a super year in 1985, this article promp-
ted a whole spate of thoughts about 
square dancing. So, unashamedly, she'll 
use the ideas to kick off this editorial. 

The article suggested making a list 
called, "What would make me happy?" 
We suggest you try it, either mentally or 
physically. (Try it personally, if you will, 
later, but for now let's talk square dan-
cing.) Perhaps your "wish list" for 1985 
square dancing might include: 

Full class of beginners 
More fun in dancing 
Better attendance 
Competent leadership 
Floors of happy dancers 
Harmony among dancing friends. 

Perhaps these are not your important 
ones. List yours. Think about them. 
Think big and dream a little. What can 
you do to bring just one of these things 
to reality? Can you talk some of them 
over with those who have the same 
goals? 

This 1984.1985 season seems to be a 
"mixed bag," in that some areas are 
mourning the small number in classes, 
while others are seeing an influx. Note 
Russ Nichols' observations of the 
largest Advanced groups ever! We've 
just started collecting the comments 
from the LEGACY survey on a floppy 
disc for later printing (our part as 
associates with Dick and Jan Brown, 
chairman of the LEGACY survey commit- 

tee) and we won't divulge the comments 
unofficially, but we can mention that 
they are very mixed—a few raves but 
many that sound deeply depressed 
about the square dance picture. 

We are the square dance picture. All 
of us! The dancers, the callers, the shop 
owners, the editors. We cannot moan 
that "they" are ruining square dancing, 
or that "they" are doing nothing to bet-
ter it. We are the only they who can do 
anything about our problems. Remem-
ber Pogo's sage observation, "We have 
met the enemy and they are us." 

Take a few minutes for some serious 
thought, if you are really concerned 
about the future of square dancing. 
We've heard from folks who feel the 
whole activity is going down the tubes. 
We don't agree, but we know that only 
we can prevent that. Make a second list 
of things that you, your club, your 
federation might do and share the list 
where it will do the most good. Send 
your good ideas to us for publication. 

We know we have a great hobby! We 
know its benefits and its joy! Let's make 
1985 a super, super year of square dance 
fun for as many folks as possible! 
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Here starts ASD's 40th year of service to 

'[\ 	
BY-LINE 	

the square dance community. Your editors 
hope to continue "serving up" smorgas- 
bords of reading pleasure for years to 
come. Here's a sampling of this issue: 

0 

	

	Nine-year square dancer David Pierson's poem was written for an after-party at the 
1981 Minnesota State SID Convention and is "performed" annually at his club's Ham 
Dinner Dance, their most popular, best attended dance. 

Dance improvement is covered in two articles. Walt Cole advises "giving the dancers 
back the (first) beat." Walt is a LEGACY trustee, caller, author and retired entomologist. 
The basic polka lesson may fulfill the dreams of many who would like to learn to round 
dance without an audience. Brian Bassett, editor of Round Dancer Magazine, con-
tributed the article for callers and dancers. 

Barbara Harrelson, who wrote the experiences of the Myrtle Beach convention 
dancers during Hurricane Diana, is a dynamo dancer who runs a business, promotes 
special square dance events and has been the convener of the Myrtle Beach event for 
many years. On the other end of the spectrum from a long-established special event, 
Bud McNicol has described the beginnings of a square dance festival. 

Who doesn't want to save money? Read Bill Barr's knowledgeable article, especially 
if you are involved in club publicity jobs. Bill is a tyro caller from Connecticut, who has 
contributed a recent series of articles. And longtime contributor, Bev Warner, describes 
another way to save money on room decoration...if you happen to be a painter! 

We welcome new (to ASD) cartoonist, Ted Staley, a friend from our Silver Bay, N.Y. 
square dances, who is an art therapist. And welcome to 1985, everyone... 
Happy Dancing! 

ADVERTISERS LISTING 
For extra convenience to readers, we are listing our advertisers (space ads only) and 
numbering each. Readers should still write directly to advertisers as they wish, but any 
who desire information from several advertisers may circle the numbers on the blank 
below and we will forward their requests to the proper advertisers. 

1. 	Allemande Shop 24 	Gelee Adv 	Co 46. 	Mustang Records 69. 	Shirley's S/D Shoppe 
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4. B&S S/D Shop 27. 	Hanhurst's Tape Service 49. New England SRD Convention 72. 	S/0 Callers al So 	Cal 
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On Nov. 11th, Y Squares celebrated 
their 20th Anniversary. On that night we 
sent a covered wagon, bearing our club 
name and address, on a journey to visit 
clubs in the U.S. 

In this year we have had a couple of 
clubs send word to us that our covered 
wagon had visited their club. We were 
happy to know that it wasn't hiding in a 
closet somewhere. 

Many clubs send off these traveling 
items and wonder where they are. Help 
us out— please send a postcard and let 
us know what clubs our traveling item 
has visited. This knowledge would be 
greatly appreciated by all clubs with 
traveling items. 

Jean Koenig 
228 Hillside Ave. 

Cranford NJ 07016 
Thank you so much for the American 

Squaredance magazine and the very 
nice article on the flag for car. Made one 
for Mary Jenkins also. 

You know I seem to get all the credit 
for the flag but Joe does a lot also. He 
cuts the size and also stencils it before I 
can needlepoint it. 

Do hope you are enjoying same. 
Elsie & Joe Parvis 

Sebring FL 
Just received your copy of the Nov. '84 

issue of American Squaredance 
magazine and I would like to thank you 
very much for the nice article you wrote 
about me in the "Steal A Little Peek" col-
umn. I do appreciate it very much and 

you did an excellent job on the article. I 
love your magazine and always read it 
from cover to cover. 

Thanks again Cathie and Stan and all 
the staff at American Squaredance 
magazine. Keep up the good work and 
have a "super good holiday season." 

John & Karen Eubanks 
Carl Junction MO 

Thanks much for the extension on the 
subscription. I really didn't think the arti-
cle was all that good but I must admit it 
looked good in print. [Mesa, November 
1984] There is one goof in it. I listed 
Claude Mesick as a caller and it should 
have been Birdie. I hope she will forgive 
me. 	 Wayne & Norma Wylie 

Mesa, Arizona 

First, let us say that we enjoy your 
magazine immensely and read it from 
cover to cover every month. We have es-
pecially enjoyed the articles written by 
Dan and Carol Parkinson from Lake 
Jackson, Texas about the A Team. We 
see ourselves in almost every article and 
really enjoy it. We dance once a week to 
tapes (5 couples) at the Advanced Level. 
We also formed an Advanced club in 
Abilene this summer with eight squares 
and we named our club The A Team. Our 
caller-teacher is Randy Phillips and we 
call him "Mr. P." So, you see the articles 
have double meaning to us. 

We can certainly see that Dan and 
Carol do dance with a tape group, other-
wise they could not write such a realistic 
article. We in Abilene hope they write 
many more. 

Thank you for many hours of enter-
taining reading and valuable information 
about our favorite hobby—square dan- 
cing! 	 Jim & Kathy Oliver 

Abilene, Texas 
Continued on Page 99 

PASADENA PETTICOAT COMPANY 
* NYLON ORGANDY FOR LASTING CRISPNESS 
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Send for Free Brochure with Complete Ordering Information, 
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PASADENA PETTICOAT COMPANY 
213 N. Sierra Madre Blvd. 

Pasadena CA 91107 
(818) 793.3711 
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Anniversary 

How does one feel when gets to a fortieth, 
Dapper and paunchy, a-strut and a-sporty-ish? 
Cock-'o-the-walk with pride up to here, 
A venerable, chant-able, champ chanticleer! 

Well, whether you're human or poultry, no matter, 
Those years can enhance, embellish or flatter, 
Or maybe the laurels that curl 'round one's head 
Could scarcely encircle that middle-aged spread._ 

This magazine's logo, bold bantam, proud symbol,?  
Whose literal credits can't measure in thimbles, 
Crows chronicle-y, cock-ily: "We've just begun— - -
Four decades made American second to none!" 

Those tongue-in-cheeky sentiments 
provide a good intro to this month's 
historical, hysterical, delirious delibera-
tions, as we ponder the fertile fields of 
the back forty and at the same time sit 
squarely on the golden egg of the shape-
of-things-to-come. 

We can speak with paternal authority 
only about the last seventeen years, 
when this glad mag became ours in 
Ohio, but certain brotherly ties with it oc-
cured many years before. One might 
even stretch a point and say a sort of 
filial relationship started over twenty 
years ago when we started freelancing 
with covers, cartoons and articles for 
this Chicago-based SID journal, little 
realizing that it soon would be our very 
own baby. 

The past is prologue, to guote a 
cliche. We hope you agree we've pro-
duced a meritorious product in the last 
seventeen years; now we intend to carry 
on for seventeen (or forty?) more, feed-
ing you a line each month, keeping the 
lines of communication open, producing 
a splendid lineup of subjects for your 
edification, lengthening and streng-
thening the lineage that is ours. 

We're FORTY...let's have a party! 

Jefferson, Ohlo— The Jefferson 
Squares, a dynamic little club at which I 
call once or twice a year, is just a pebble-
throw from Ashtabula and a giant stride 
ahead of some of its contemporaries in 
spirit, fun and novel programming. For 

American Squaredance. January 1985 

Instance, when I called their Halloween 
special, they held a costume contest, 
raffle, had decorations, a lucky card 
game, produced a welcome/farewell 
committee at the door, and cooked up a 
witches' stew (with crackers and other 
tempting touches). There were actually 
two kettles of stew—take your 
choice—witch-ever ghost better for 
goblin at your pick-Nick. 

Freeland, Michigan—Fancy that! 
Three (Count 'em, three) middle 
Michigan calling dates just a week apart 
on three successive weekends. The first 
was in tiny Freeland, near Midland, 
which is a four-hour drive up the road for 
me, during which I ran into some inter-
mittent spits of rain. This was a big 
NEMA event. (That's North East Michi-
gan Association.) Some ASD staffers 
dropped in. There was Phyllis Fraid-
enburg (Ed was calling in the twin cities.) 
There were Bev and Chuck Warner. 
(Bev's so dynamic, she could positively 
energize a lead paperweight or a dumb 
doorstop!) Rounds were dug out by 
Doug. Calling for such a large hallful of 
Michi-ganders gave me goose bumps. 

Canal Winchester, Ohlo—The middle 
Ohio canals and locks and barges are 
long gone, but the Mark Twainish histori-
cal impact remains to lend intrigue to 
the area. So I enjoyed the three-hour 
drive south to do one for the Winchester 
Whirlers. Local caller-arrangers were 
Dick and Billie Ballou. The black and 
white-garbed Country Swingers of Lan- 
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caster came parading en masse to 
banner-steal. (Sorry to "steal" your 
parade record, Jim Crown.) There were 
more Halloweeny wacky antics that 
night, followed by super refreshments. 

Remus, Michigan—It was a pleasant 
75° (a record-breaking high) in late Oc-
tober as I Celeb-rated the five-hour trail 
back northward up the fat thumb of 
Michigan to tiny Remus (Nobody really 
comes from there. ) for a Chippewa 
Chiefs and Squaws Indian Summer gala. 
Whataday! Whatadance! The school 
hall was packed with over twenty sets, 
much to the exuberant bubblement of 
my post-host-keys. Sam and Bonnie St. 
Marie, who are really fine snap-crackle-
pop kind of folks. Helen Chase added 
tasty chase and catch-up to the meat of 
the R/D program. Neita and Harvey 
Blackmer, prexies, presided prettily. 
Last but not least, caller Duvall First 
completes my First Family of local 
celebrities. I stayed in Clare at the do-
sa-Doherty, owned by a doting dowager. 
I'll be back to pow-wow with those trim 
buckskin-esque, red and tannish Chip-
pewows next November. 

Lima, Ohio—Isn't it exciting to think 
that all within the borders of Ohio you 
can travel to Milan, Antwerp, Athens, 
Berlin, Calcutta, Cambridge, Canton, 
Damascus, Geneva, Toledo, Troy, Ver-
sailles, Vienna, Warsaw and today's 
target, Lima? It was just another easy 
three-hour drive southwest to Lima, 
home of the Sues 'n Ques, and with that 
date I opened up the portals of 
November. Lima is caller Joe Chiles' 
country. Joe is one of the few callers 
who still calls with a live band regularly. 
Terry Mull was there (Huron CC grad). 
Friendly bunch, fine lunch. 

Hartland, Michigan—What could be 
more politically appropriate a few days 
before the presidential elections (Satur-
day, November 3) than a real square ral-
ly, complete with mock ballots, can-
didate banners, patriotic announce-
ments, and other red-white-and-blue 
touches? That's how it was in the 
beautiful Holiday of Harland hall, 
operated by Dick (caller) and Marlene 
(cuer) Bayer of Fenton, Michigan. (See 
ASD, May '84, p. 39) as I called for the 
Silver Spurs for the first time. Dick was 
calling out of town; Marlene cued. The 
spirited fun 'n flag-fluttering night ended 
too soon, and I shoved my Chev down a 
ten-hour campaign trail, starting the  

same evening, straight south toward 
peanut/peach country. 

t CRtst  

Dillard, Georgia—After the long Sun-
day drive I arrived at the fabulous 
Copecrest Resort again, where eight 
callers from seven states had assem-
bled for a week long caller college, staff-
ed by Cal Golden, Jerry and Becky Cope, 
and yours truly. Again, the magic can't 
be verbalized! We ate like kings (What 
fresh trout!), laughed like hyenas at the 
foibles and fables of the moment, mar-
veled at the Indian Summer surround-
ings, worked diligently on a full range of 
quantity-quandary calling intricacies, 
and developed lasting friendships in the 
process. We had a Farmer and a fisher-
man, a full-fledged priest and a Bible, 
two Mikes at the mike, a Larry and a 
Harry and a Gary, and that's not all. It 
was nice to ken Ken. (That's my Scotch 
blood surfacing again—ken means 
know.) (That blood must be the reason 
all household flaws are patched with 
Scotch tape.—Co-ed.) Still another. We 
had a rondezvous with Ron. (Long time 
since he and I met in Germany.) Now I 
gotta say this about my fellow staffers. 
Cal is probably the most knowledge-
able/inspirational caller-coach on the 
scene today, and a couple-a-Copes are 
absolutely the hosts with the most—an 
unbeatable combination. We'll be doing 
it again in early November next year (as 
well as in the springtime there with Gene 
Trimmer). 

Newark, Ohio—Driving back north 
from northern Georgia was much less 
tiring than going there. An extra day in 
my favor. And this time it was a shorter 
trip—southern Ohio instead of Michi-
gan. The Bloomin' Buckeyes provide 
mounds of fun in Indian mound country, 
where their forebears also knew how to 
whoop-it-up. (Knew you had a weakness 
for mounds, but I thought it was the 
chocolate variety.—Co-ed.) Sue Powell 
coo'd the cues. Caller Don Owens drop-
ped in. Don stashes a lot of hash in his 
classes and puts a dash of class in your 
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