


Meet THE BOSS

Power enough for 100 squares—
twice the power of our previous |
models, yet small and lightweight for
quick, convenient portability.

Exceptional Reliability—
praoven in years of square dance use.

A $1,000. Value—
but priced at just $595.!

Why the P-400 is the Finest Professional Sound System Available

This 17-pound system, housed ina 14''x14''x5'" sewn vinyl carrying
case, is easy to transport and set up, yet will deliver an effortiess 120
R.M.S. watts of clear, clean power.

Conservative design which lets the equipment "‘loaf’’ results in high
reliability and long life. Yet this small powerhouse has more useful
features than we have ever offered before:

VU meter for convenient visual sound level indication

Two separate power amplifiers

Two separately adjustable microphone channels

Optional remote music control

5-gram stylus pressure for extended record life (Others use up to 10!)

Internal strobe
BUILT-IN music-only monitor power amplifier
Tape input and output
Convenient control panel

Exclusive Clinton Features

Only Clinton has a floating pickup/turntable suspension, so that an
accidental bump as you reach for a control knob will not cause
needle skip.

Only Clinton equipment can be operated on an inverter, on high line
voltage, or under conditions of output overload without damage.

Only Clinton offers a dual speed control— normal and extended
range (0-80 r.p.m.) and automatic speed change from 33 to 45 rpm

Clinton alone rates power output, supplies a comprehensive service
handbook including SCHEMATIC DIAGRAMS for easy emergen-
cyservice, and makesavailable plug-in components for such service

‘We Back Up Our Products

If you don't like the P-400 for any reason, return it within 30 days for
a full refund (except shipping). Parts and labor for any factory service
within one year are fully warranted. For as long as you, the original
purchaser, own your Clinton, we will supply loan equipment should
you wish to return it to us for service.

If price were no object, the P-400 would still be the best performing
and most reliable system on the market. Yet this new standard of
excellence is priced at a modest $595. THE BOSS is the best choice at

BTy P, Say you saw it in ASD (Credit Burdick)

CLINTON INSTRUMENT COMPANY, PO Box 505, Clinton CT 06413
Tel: 203-669-7548
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In years past, children carried apples
for the teacher as they returned to
classrooms. Here are our ‘‘apple
awards'' for September, 1979:

We'll give an imaginary basket of big,
red, shiny apples to all the callers who
are teaching fun-groups (classes) of new
dancers this month. And how about all
the round dance teachers who are
introducing ancother facet of our activity
to thousands as a new season opens?

One perfect Delicious goes to every
club officer who is involved in planning
a pathway for these dancers, from class
to club, so that a maximum number find
happiness and satisfaction through
square dancing in the years to come.

An apple tart to every '‘angel’’ who
lends a helping hand to provide
friendliness and security during these
beginning dances.

An apple ple to every club P.R.
person who perpetrated the printing of
publicity, the posting of posters in
prominent places, and the promotion to
potential prancers by postcard or
portfolio.

An apple dumpling to the demonstra-
tion dancers who ‘‘dove thru'' and
‘‘divided the sides’' in malls, in parking
lots, on floats and on wobbly fair
platforms, to spread the word that
square dancing is fun.

A candied apple to all who can
sugar-coat the gas shortage by car-
pooling to dances, and to those who can
tell prospective dancers that the class
and club are home-town activities,
growing stronger because folks are
"‘recreating’’ nearer to their homes.

Before we get too carried away with
our awards, let's just say this is the time
we focus on selling square dancing to
new dancers with the zeal of a Johnny
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Appleseed scattering seedlings far and
wide, setting up enjoyable learning
sessions and plan for the incorporation
of these dancers into our clubs.

The future need not seem bleak. The
gas shortage may have positive effects;
inflation may also turn our sights to
more ‘‘home-town"' fun. Exterior forces
will not cause the downfall of square
dancing while enthusiastic, friendly,
out-going, caring dancers remain in the
activity.

Inflation and recession may hurt our
pocketbooks, but we believe square
dancers will be resourceful enough to
cope with the problems, just as we, as
publishers, are attempting to do. We
can't resist awarding a wormy apple to
the postal service, who recently raised
second class bulk rates (which we and
many local magazine editors use) 20 +
percent without a public word. This is
the third of the long-scheduled raises to
bring bulk mail rates for publications up
from the special low rates accorded to
them by Benjamin Franklin, who
believed in the educational potential of
periodicals.

We will cope, as will many others:
tighten the belt, squeeze each penny a
little harder, save a few dollars
somewhere else. And then leave the
office, go dance the evening away and
forget the problems.

We wish the same relaxation to you.
And enjoy the apples, from Baldwin to
Mackintosh!
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FIRST
MAGAZINE

OF SQUARE DANCING

FIRST ISSUE, SEPTEMBER 1945
American Squaredance is 34 years old this month.

OLDEST SQUARE DANCE MAGAZINE STILL IN CIRCULATION.
GREATER CIRCULATION THAN EVER BEFORE — 45,000 READERS.

NEW ARTICLES AND IDEAS EVERY MONTH FOR CALLERS, LEADERS,
DANCERS.

COVERS EVERY STATE, EVERY PROVINCE OF CANADA, AND TEN
COUNTRIES ABROAD.

AMERICAN SQURRE ORNCE: 5"

Please start my subscription NOW. My check (or money order) is encloseq.
One Year at $8 Two Years at $14
Canadian and Foreign add $1. per year postage

NAME
ADDRESS
CIiTY
STATE ZIP CODE
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On behalf of the Bi State Steppers
Square Dance Club | would like to thank
you for the article in your May issue of
our annual Cal Golden All-Nighter. It
was very much appreciated and this
year was another successful year with
square dancers again represented from
the four states of Ohio, Indiana,
Kentucky and Michigan.

| was pleased to hear so many of the
square dancers say that they had read
the article in their May issue of
American Squaredance magazine. Evi-
dently many square dancers enjoy your
magazine as much as | do.

Harold Pijerce, Pres.
Bi State Steppers S/D Club

In addition to ideas of ‘‘Hemline'’,
June issue, the best rinse and stiffening
I've used is to dip petticoats in as many
gallons of water as needed, adding one
cup of Epsom salts per gallon. Place
wrong side out on opened umbrella to
dry. This is an excellent rinse for nylon
curtains; they stay crisp until laundered
again.

Kay Coffin
Indianapolis, IN

Just a note to thank you for the
complimentary copies of your maga-
zine.

These will be given to our new
graduates as part of their graduation
ceremony. We have done this in past
years and the dancers were very
pleased to know about your magazine.

Mary Ann Yoest
Pittsburgh, PA

Thanks for the letter. |'ve never
been a ‘‘centerfold’’ before. Cute idea!
Betty Parrish

Hobbs, New Mexico

| am contacting you to answer your
question raised in the July '79 ‘'By-
Line,’”" "'Bill Knecht has some tips on
petticoat care— we wonder if he does
the laundering or is just handier with
his pen?'’ Well, | might be handier with
my pen, as | have had several articles
published nationally, but | also do the
laundry. Since my wife and | both work,
we share many things. | do the laundry,
she folds the clothes. | cook the steaks,
she fries the potatoes. She washes the
dishes, | dry them. She dusts, | vacuum.
| buy a Yak Stack, she gets a curio
cabinet. It works well. Others should try
this type of sharing, especially if both
work. This idea worked well for my
parents for 37 years. They have never
had a fight!
Keep up the good work.
Bill W. Knecht
Pasadena, Texas

OUR NEWEST PATTERN!!
SHIRLEY'S SQUARE DANCE SHOPPE
Rte. 9-D, Hughsonville NY 12537
Hours: Wed., Thurs., and Sat. 11-4
Tues. and Thurs. evenings 7-8
Phone 914-297-8504

Circular Skirt
| Pattern $2.50

S (With basic instructions for the
lady who sews)
Simple to Sew.
All Sizes in one package
Please include 50¢
postage per pattern.

Also Includes Skirt Pattern with Ruffle

(and instructions to add to a bodice for a dress.)
WAIST SIZES 22" to 32"

With instructions on increasing to larger sized
waists
An additional 50¢ brings you our complete catalog
of all our square dance patterns: dresses, skirts,
blouses, men'sa shirts, pants, vests; plus our own
interchangeable S/ dress pattern pleces
Dealer inquiries welcome
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Looking toward the new square dance season, we focus on clubs and their
organization, keynoted by Sterling McKenzle's presentation at a Washington Semi-
nar. Sterling has held several state offices, including the presidency, and is a stellar
attraction in after-party performances. Peg Tirrell, round dance teacher, editor of
Grand Square and LEGACY trustee, shares her thoughts on telling the public about
the ‘‘secret world of fun'’ that is square dancing. Even ‘'Rhyme Time'’ ties into this
theme with the watchwords, ‘‘Plan Ahead,'’ elaborated upon by Bobble Siavin.

So that dancers may better understand their callers, Rex Stearns takes us
‘‘Behind the Mike'’ for a glimpse of the caller off-stage.

Cathie and Stan, your editors, had a delightful time at a very special outdoor
picnic during the summer, and it is all described in ‘*Meanderings’’ this month,
also contains the underlying theme of perpetuating the one-night-stand, which Al
Scheer talked about back in our March issue (p. 11-12).

Two clubs with different slants are described by Edward Graff, who calls for
dancers who cannot hear the calis or the music, and by Werner Lamm, who tells of
the exciting tours taken by the Kuntry Kuzins and their caller, Reinhold
Schumacher, of Wiesbaden, Germany. Werner is a master-sergeant and the club’s
members are both German and American.

Successful clubs have members who plan, who care, who enjoy. May your club
have great success in this 1979-1980 season!

¥ Hanhurst's IS

TAPE AND RECORD SERVICE

P.O. Box T09 Wappingers Fails NY 12580
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@ Bar @ Records

1408 Shettield Drive
Shetfleld AL 35660
Phone 205-383-3875

Clyde Wood Jim Congleton
NEW RELEASES

CC543 WE'VE COME A LONG WAY BABY— Chris
CCS44 BACK ON MY MIND AGAIN— Jim

CC545 WALKING TALL/CC RAMBLE (Hoedown)
CCS548 NIGHT COACH OUT OF DALLAS— Bronc
CC547 WITHOUT YOU— Clyde

CC548 ROCKING CHAIR~— Chris

CCS550 TAKING A CHANGE ON YOU— Bob

CCS51 GIMME BACK MY BLUES— Curt

-
Curt Davis Bob Foyner
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Few people know where Bath, Ohio is
situated. Bath, New York is more
tfamiliar. So is Bath, Pennsylvania.

But Bath, Ohio is one of those little
crossroads towns somewhere a bit
northwest of Akron and southwest of
Cleveland. Even Rand and McNally lost
it once, but it has since been restared on
their maps, thankfully. Losing a town
isn’'t much. Columbus lost a whole
continent.

So what's the big deal with Bath,
Ohio, you ask? I'm glad you asked,
because I'd like to unfold a bright little
story about what happened to me this
summer on the way to the Bath. (Which
Saturday night was that? — Co-ed.)

| needed a bright little incident to pick
me up this summer. The cost of
everything was rising. Skylab was
falling. DC-10's were grounded., Some
summer deals |'d planned were
grounded, too. People were aghast at
the gas gash.

So when Betty (Bless her heart!)
Runkle called me up one day and said,
‘‘Stan, what a deal |'ve got for you!—
Are you ready for this?'' | was ready.

Betty Runkle is the resident dynamo
for square dance organizational work in
Cleveland. She coordinates all sorts of
exhibition square dancing in churches,
malls, even at the Cleveland-Hopkins
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airport on a weekly basis. For one so
diminutive and so young (Who'd ever
believe she could be a day over 507) she
certainly moves like gazelle in a
gyrating gazebo.

Betty went on to efucidate. Some elite
and elegant people down in Bath, Ohio
were planning a “‘little’" lawn party on
their estate for about 200 guests in a
couple of weeks and needed some
special entertainment, like a few sets of
square dancers to perform, a live band,
if one were a-fiddlin’ and a-strummin’
about, and a real ole tyme stable-voiced
cowboy caller who could get some
toe-tappin’, jeans-slappin’ action going
with the young set at the picnic. | didn't
exactly qualify on that last count, but I'd
have to do in a pinch, | reckon. Yeah,
podner!

The sponsor of this beautiful bash
was none other than Mrs. Firestone
(and husband, Ray) of the Rubber
Company Firestones family. And so the
stage was set, literally and figuratively.
Betty said ‘‘Yes'', the dancers said
““Yes'', and Mrs. Firestone said ‘'Yes''.

On the fateful Saturday of the party,
Cathie and | filled the ASD van with the
necessary party night gear, including
two p.a. systems, speakers, aluminum
stand, two microphones, twenty rec-
ords, three cords, and a partridge in a
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pear tree. As we headed south and east
from Huron, Ohio we stopped in Milan
to pick up our friends Dick & Mary
Fabik (You've met her on our masthead
and at conventions) who, along with
dancers that Betty recruited were to
dance in the demo.

| must say | was as full of unbridied
anticipation and enthusiasm as a dizzy
buzzin' drone awarded an audience with
the queen bee. Sometimes the fore-
thought of a dance is equally as exciting
as the dance itself, and this was one
time.

Our directions weren't abundantly
clear, and when we left the turnpike for
some of those little washboard two-lan-
ers for which Ohio is notorious, we
promptly got lost. Actually we never
found route 176, one of the main
arteries close to Bath, which was
supposed to lead us straight to our
destination, the country estate of the
Firestones.

We shot through Bath itself, then
doubled back. We found Ira Road and
knew the end was near. We found the

L
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hill. So far, so good. Now, where's the
post rail fence? Twice we stopped the
van to ask directions from two different
“‘honey-do"' farmers out mowing their
lawns. Neither had heard of the
Firestone estate. |s Bath really that big
or are the Firestones really that
secluded?

In one case | chased the half-deaf
farmer a good city block behind his
loudly thrashing tractor-mower, around
plum trees, pear trees, a rose-trellis,
and three flowering quince, shouting for
him to stop and talk to me. | was, in
turn, chased by his evil-eyed Labrador
Retriever, cut off from the security of
the van, and wondering whether the
creature would rip a hole in my
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nicely-pressed '‘put-on-the-dog"’

sum-
mer slacks before | could put off the dog
and catch the farmer for his protection
as well as his information. | won that

race, thank goodness.

At last, we found it. The post rail
fence, with a gate opening into a
deeply-wooded section. A sign said
simply “‘Lauray Farms''. Could that be
Laura and Ray Firesione? It must be.
We turned into the one-lane winding
drive, still minutes ahead of the 6:30
starting time. We drove past a '‘cozy
little cottage'' (of perhaps ten rooms
and six baths), past the kennels, past
the caretaker's cottage, past some
well-manicured barns, and there before
us stretched an awesome sight.

On a gently sloping hill at the bottom
of which sprawled a small lake, alive
with bass and trout, no doubt, rose a
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