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(0-EDITORIAL

No one can square dance alone — seven other people are needed. In most of our
dancing a caller is needed; every caller needs dancers, unless he's out practicing on
dolls, cups, checkers or hogs.

Looking Out For #1 may be the motif of the 70's, but that philosophy cannot apply
to square dancing. The Golden Rule has always been a more viable precept on the
dance floor and its practice will continue the courtesy and consideration that we like
to believe is a trademark of square dancing.

No dancer likes to be shut out of a square; no dancer would close a square to a
fellow dancer.

No dancers likes to leave the floor unthanked at the end of a tip; no dancer would
thank just half the dancers in the square.

No dancer likes to see empty dishes when his end of the potluck line reaches the
table; no dancer would take more than a small serving of any one item — casserole,
salad or dessert.

No dancer likes to sit alone on the sidelines at a dance; no dancer would allow
another dancer to be so ignored.

No dancer enjoys a square over which offensive odors hover; no dancer would
neglect the standard rules of cleanliness.

No dancer would attend a dance and never square up; no dancer would ever allow
the caller's wife to spend such an evening.

Or would they?

Now, let's not leave the caller out of this:

No caller would like to stand idle in a square for 50% of an evening; no caller
would so consistently '‘clobber'’ dancers that they stand more than they dance.

No caller wants to dance rapidly until he's breathless and fatigued; no caller
would call hash tips of twenty minutes of mare.

No caller likes to feel incompetent on the dance floor; no caller would call new
figures without a walk-thru or use *‘plus one’' figures at a dance advertised as
““mainstream.’’

Or would they? Continued on Page 101
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Thank you very much for the
magazines. When we asked for them,
we meant back issues which would have
been fine to pass out to the graduating
class — just to let them see what your
magazine is like. We were quite
surprised to find the current issue. They
were well pleased and | hope most of
them will subscribe.

Many of them will probably subscribe
because each class night | prepared a
bulletin board using items from the
various square dance magazines we've
taken over the years (National, area and
local). There were always articles on
important topics such as dress, eti-
quette, styling, smoothness, and what
we call ‘‘Fireside Chat'' issues —
avoidance of liquor, use of deodorants,
etc. This always backed up and
strengthened our discussions on these
subjects. Interspersed with these meaty
items were lighter things — cartoons,
poems and the like — although even
these sometimes carried a message.
The class enjoyed them and looked
forward to seeing what would appear on
the board each week. Knowing that
everything came from square dance
publications gave them an interest and
a respect for the magazines. | really
hope they will subscribe....

Lannie McQuaide
Columbus, Ohio
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Contrasts — that's what the articles in this May issue provide.
Our cover story on the Wheelers and Dealers by Harold Frazier tells
of a club reveling in the best of two worlds: touring and square
dancing. Louise Sutton’'s “‘End Of An Era'' is a lament for a good world in which
the Suttons no longer participate.

““Moratorium'’ letters continue to arrive; in contrast to those are solutions for
happier dancing proposed by Martin and Annie Rossoff in ‘‘Squaring By the
Numbers,'' and Paul Hartman in '‘Repair the Square.'’ These authors are veteran
observers of the square dance scene. Martin authored '‘Hoedown Heritage' and
Paul is a frequent writer for various square dance magazines, including a column in
West German's ''‘Chatterbox.’’

A perfectly-balanced American Squaredance issue includes round dance articles
and information in contrast to the square dance material. But don't skip over "'The
Eleventh E'" if you're not a round dancer. The discussion on ethics of getting
started as a teacher is relevant to callers as well as cuers, and the dancers who
contemplate plunging in on the other side of the mike.

Last but not least is an article on '‘Traditional Dancing'' by Ed Butenhof, which is
a contrasting solution to those offered above for the problems some dancers are
experiencing in today's activity.

To sprinkie a bit of humor for contrast to weighty probiems, Steve Dudas writes a
center-spread poem about what happens to callers who just can't forget their
previous callings.

TAPE AND RECORD SERVICE

P.0. BOX 3290 POUGHKEEPSIE, 4. Y. 12603
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.o e naw
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That cute little "truism
year at the Callerlab Convention, and
St. Louis was no exception. Originally
attributed to Dave Taylor, | believe, it
goes like this:

“*1f an atom bomb were to fall on the
Chase Park Plaza here and now,

is told every

wiping out these many hundreds
of well-known callers, square dancing
would be set back at least....(pause)....
fifteen minutes.”’

The pause in the wisecrack above, if
done right, really makes it a rib-tickler.
If you don't understand it, you probably
haven't been exposed to the classic
poem, ‘‘The Indispensable Man."’

Jon Jones, speaking in his drawling
native Texan tongue, gets more elo-
quent mileage out of his strategic
pauses in conversation than the average
speaker gets in hours of blustering,
filibustering rhetoric. (Like someone |
know.— Co-ed.) He proved it again in
St. Louis. He was only one of many
speakers, emcees, moderators and
chairmen that we admired at the annual

8

international conclave.

Once again |I'm covering the side-
lights and the light-side of the event in
this column and the serious side is
covered starting on page 46.

Last year we may have ever-so subtly
chided the leaders of this convention for
allowing so much fruitless discussion of
the National Square Dance Convention
to ''load the Callerlab boat,"’ but this
year no one in high places need prepare
to unsheath a Callerlaboratorical sword
to parry my remarks, because | have
nothing but praise to relate.

The subjects were well-chosen. One
could measure much more meter in the
"‘matter.'’ Participants, program and
personal pulsations were peppered with
poignantly purposeful "'piece-de-resis-
tance.'" There was literally lots less
“litter'’ per liter of literature.

Much formal deliberation and infor-
mal hallway yak centered around the
need to ‘‘precision-tool’’ our main-
stream/plus/experimental basic pro-
grams into extremely functional machi-
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nery. The results were gratifying. We
predict that callers, now more than
ever, are going to make these newly-
adjusted programs so operable dancers
will exclaim in unison, *'It's working....
It's working!"'

That's not all. Much time was spent
huddling with Dick Leger and others to
create a treatise on timing (showing
exactly how many beats it takes to
dance various figures) and this docu-
ment will be published in an upcoming
issue of ASD.

Jim Mayo led a superb Styling Clinic,
the ASD-sponsored moratorium got a
good airing but no final action,
extensive plans were developed so that
the board is just a ‘‘freckle away'' from
being able to examine and accredit
caller-coaches who are doing our caller
clinics; and various innovative ‘'Think
Tank'' and ‘'‘Hot Potato'' sessions
helped sift fact from fantasy towards an
enlightening look down the long road to
Tomorrow. (Mercy. That's a meaning-
ful message — what does it mean?
—Co-ed.)

No less interesting to the thousand-
plus callers and spouses assembled
were a variety of head-to-head encoun-
ters on such things as Note Services,
Record Tune Clearing  House, Handi-
capped Dancing, Ad Hoc Definitions,
Festival Callers, Introducing Advanced
Dancing, Traditional Dancing, Contra
ancing, Radio/ TV Programs, Workshop
Techniques, Caller Association Offi-
cers, Accreditation, Spouses (Not to be
rhymed or associated with Mouses —
Co-ed.), Teens, Sound, Round Dancing,
Caller Associations, Ways and Means,
Communications, APD, Standards, Ru-
ral Areas, Membership, Ethics, Taxes,
Teaching, and Full Time Callers.

Whew! What a lineup! If there
weren't something to whet the whim
and hone the wishbone of every living
caller who scanned that '‘laundry list"'
of subjects, he or she is either as naive
as a deepfreezer salesman in Antartica,
as numb as a turtle in a briar patch, or
as daft as a pot-lickin’ hound attempting
to nip a porcupine.

There was a continuous march of
capable podium personalities, each with
a message worth cogitating upon. Bob
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Van Antwerp, Jack Lasry, Lee Helsel,
Jim Mayo, Jon Jones, Cal Golden and
John Kaltenthaler, our esteemed execu-
tive secretary. | might note that John
was as busy as a one-armed paper-
hanger in a high wind.

Did you ever stop to reflect hcw much
of an investment each caller made to
come to this three-day get-together? It's
a bundle. Let's see. First there's air
fare. Most callers fly to the event. Time
is money. A day or twg (each way)
driving can be costly and tiring, too.
There's room rent and meals. Not
cheap. There are extra costs if a spouse
is brought along. (Most don’t, but
one-third do) There are Callerlab dues
and service charges. Tips. Airport limo
($3.75 one way), other extras.

So far we've chalked up several
hundred dollars per caller. Now, there’s
the relinquishing of those home dates
he could have been calling. Substantial
sacrific. Maybe a total of $500 per
caller.

Gather ‘round me, folks, here comes
the pitch. Dancers, club leaders,
association leaders — have you consi-
dered a compensating gift next year to
help him on his way to L. A.? That's a
long way for most callers, but that's
where the convention will be.

Call it a training expense for the club.
Call it a ‘‘thanks'’ gift for ali his
dedicated service over the years. Go on
— give him a coupla bills. Your treasury
won't miss it, we'il betcha, and when
you present it to him he'll do three
flipflops and six yellow rocks. If you are
S0 generous as to give him three big
bills, he'll probably swallow the mike.




We can never cover the convention as
it should be covered. Here are just a few
more random thoughts in passing.

Meals were good. We can overlook
waiters occasionally dropping those
huge trays they sling over their heads
nonchalantly. Facilities were very ade-
quate. Meeting rooms were exception-
al. Maids just don't know how to direct
a guy to the meeting rooms, however.

The booth people were a friendly
bunch to work with, as always, Sales
were good.

Genial gentleman Angus McMorran
from Ottawa had a bit of trouble
executing a quadruple Oxbow Loop in
Jerry Helt's traditional dance exhibition
Monday night. Good thing | wasn't up
there. When Jerry called triple duck |
looked for three quackers.

My only assignment for 1978 was to
prompt a contra late Tuesday night and
| muffed it — got called away for an
emergency board meeting when my
turn came. As | was about to jig | had to
jog.

We interrupt this program to bring
you a line from Confusion:

— —y —

““I like caller who can call me
every name in the book — Burle-
son’s book.”’

Finally, it was over and we all con-
verged on the airport for fanning out in
all directions. Coffee in the terminal
with the ‘‘tiny Limey,"" Colin Waiton
and friends, was a treat. He's from
Melbourne, Florida, and a real master
of the rapid-fire retort.

Fellow ASD staffer Bob Howell is a
master of the *‘Can you top this'' topical
story, too.

Let's switch to therambling route, for
a total update.

Athens, Ohio — College town. ASD fun
and fancy dance. Cutest decorations/
favors you ever saw, thanks largely to
Helen Strawn. (See p. 31, ASD, March.)
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Portsmouth, Ohio — Andy and Van
Clausing were mighty nice to me,
providing my very own birthday cake at
the Do-Si-Do dance, but a snowstorm
cut attendance way down.

Rochester, New York — The Swinging
Eights are a smooth dancing bunch.
Stayed with Marge and Bob Berner, a
couple you'd love to meet. Y'll go see
'm. Don’t all 45,000 of you go the same
day. It might get hectic.

Parkersburg, West Virginia— Each
year that ASD dance for the Stardusters
gets bigger, thanks largely to promotion
by Keith and Karen Rippeto. (See ASD,
Nov. 76, p. 86.)

Central City, Kentucky — Hardly a
bowling ball roll from Bowling Green for
an ASD dance. Congrats to caller
Charles Ashby and the Coal Dusters.
Portland, Indiana— A new area for an
ASD dance, and it was a dandy. Thanks.
Limberlost Squares, I'll return.
Charleston, West Virginia— Another in
the series of ASD dances and bigger
than ever. Hallfull of lovely ‘‘green

graduates,’’ absolutely beautiful.
Thanks, Erwin Lawson, and the
Hilltoppers.

Louisville, Kentucky — The Harvey

Bees put on a gala 20th anniversary
dinner-dance and recalled their
“‘roots.”" Ed Presslar, still their caller,
was asked to put on a ‘‘barn’’ dance two
decades ago for a Sunday School class.
They can well boast of the outcome.
Chatham, Illinois— Near Springfieid,
where | landed. Nice crowd. ASD
dance, a ‘‘first"’ there. My hosts were
William and Mary Clark. Farm country.
I'll be back.

Moorhead (Minnesota)-Fargo (North
Dakota)— The towns are practically
synonymous and synchronous with
Royal Squares, a dance-dinner club just
a fathom above mainstream and a
delight for a caller who likes '‘rollin’
with the flow.""

Incidentally, we're sure you all heard
of the eminent Doctor Dumbdumb
Repeater, who goofed up a transmuta-
tion operation recently. He tried to cross
a whirlwind with a hurricane. All he got
was a mere sigh-clone. (Ugh — Co-ed.)

After that one, |I'd better fade out
fast.
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