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For the past year, predictions have
forecast an upswing in the number of
square dancers, more interest in the
activity and more public attention. Now
with only six months of the Bicentennial
year to go and the official '‘birthday""
behind us, we are seeing some of these
predictions come true.

Last year's classes were bigger than
ever and clubs are even now preparing
for more ‘‘recruiting’’ during Square
Dance Week in September.

Media of all kinds have featured
square dancing: newspapers, maga-
zines, TV shows and ads, even an
encyclopedia. Phone calls and letters
asking for information come to our
office from all over the country.
Following his interview for the New
York Times, Lee Kopman prepared a
section of the Family Creative Work-
shop which was published with full color
photos. (See feature in next month's
issue.) Plans for more national coverage
of square dance activity are “eing made
by several groups, one of which is the
American Square Dance Association
now being formed. Their flyer, inserted
as a paid ad in the center fold of this
issue, describes the goals of this
organization. Their plans are to institute
acivities and work in areas not now
being covered in the square dance field,
such as nationwide publicity in non-
dance media and an international
square dance center. Look over the
flyer, judge for yourself its merits; we
feel that the efforts made so far deserve
your consideration, although the orga-
nization has no connection with this
magazine.

The National Convention has now
reached an all-time high in attendance.
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The national and local committees will
face new problems and search for new
solutions with the phenomenal growth
of the event. How do they hear the
problems? From what YOU say. Do
write to committees or to us. Tell what
you liked, what difficulty you might
have encountered, and what solutions
or suggestions you have to offer. More
active participation in planning will pay
off for everyone who attends.

Did you know there is a National
Association of Round and Square Dance
Suppliers meeting and working to
improve the exhibitors’ phase of all
conventions and festivals? They, to0o,
will welcome suggestions and solutions.

LEGACY and Callerlab will both be
meeting in spring of 1977. ‘“‘Mini-
Legacies'’ (Leadership Conferences)
are springing into existence in all parts
of the continent and many more are in
the planning stages. Better communica-
tions, developed at these conferences,
will bring about better square dance
activities. Better square dancing, what-
ever your definition, will be a result of
the deliberations and resolutions of
Callerlab.

Be a part of this growth. Write and
express your ideas to key members of
all these organizations. Addresses can
be found in Dandy ldea, this issue.
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We want to thank you for sending us
the magazine.
Enjoyed being in there.
Dan & Pauline Sakahara
St. Louis, Missouri

You goofed! (Don't we all!)

On p. 63, June issue, you print a
picture and letter on New Zealand
helping celebrate the USA Bicentennial
under the heading Australia cele-
brates.... Come now— that's another
country; not even contiguous as Canada
and the USA are.

To help make amends, could you
please send me the letter-writers' (the
Nuttalls) address so that we may dance
with them during our November trip to
New Zealand? Any other leads on N.F.
square dancing will be appreciated. |
am separately writing the Shepherds,
whose address is given on p. 62.

| do enjoy your magazine. One topic |
don’'t see discussed is the average
frequency of dancing required for
various levels. Fifteen to twenty years
ago, while stationed in Washington,
D.C., | did challenge dancing— we
danced twice a week. Out here, it's hard
to find one dance a week. Furthermore,
the 7,000 ft. altitude is the first
challenge.

Harold Hessing

Los Alamos, New Mexico

ED. NOTE: Our apologies to our
dancing frlends in New Zealand. We did
a mental leap from the New Zealand

plcture to & note on the Australian
celebration.

In December, | submitted a story for
publication which, according to a letter
received from you, would be published

4

soon. If you do not intend to publish it,
please return it.
Valerie Titus
Lynn Haven, Florida
ED. NOTE: The story was published in
the July issue (‘‘It Really Happened,’’
page 30). We regret Valerie Titus' name
was omitted from the page.

We were surprised to read in your
magazine that my mother's name is
Edie Adams.... that is not my mother or
Sam's mother-in-law....Your article was
true in the sense that my mother's
earrings are being worn all over the
U.S. and Hawaii....We cannot take
credit for the original idea as we got
them from Marie Hicks. She made them
two winters ago and | sold them for her.
When she went back to the D.C. area
and we had no supplies and orders
coming in, my mother did a takeoff on
Marie's pattern (not identical) and we
got into the business....Incidentally my
mother's name is Nora Davis and she
lives in Port Charlotte, Florida.

Betty Mitchell
Holiday, Florida

Many thanks for the extra publicity
on the '‘Dinosaur'' page in the July
issue. The ad looks fine, too. American
Squaredance keeps looking better all
the time. You've turned it into a top
publication.

Jay King
Wayland, Massachusetts

Thank you for printing my letter
under *‘Straight Talk.”" Your magazine
is great and | wish | had a few hundred
back issues to hand out to square
dancing friends who don’'t even know
you exist. We go to festivals ail over and
are booked for the biggie at Atlantic
City. Ship us some back issues and we
will put them in good hands for you.....

Jack Thompson
Mechanicsville, Virginia

What happened to Willard Orlich’s
""New Idea'’ in the June issue. We miss
it! Maybe he’'ll give us two in july.

We really enjoy the magazine. Keep
us informed on Callerlab.

Phil Kozlowski

Avurora, Indiana

ED. NOTE: On the one hand, we have

folks saying that too many new ideas are

being brought into square dancing. This
Continued on Page 80
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omewhere in the vast, sprawling city
of Los Angeles, or more particularly in a
remote, chasm-like hall of technological
machinery in Anaheim,
g there's a diabolical computer that
"{doesn't like me. | mean the foreboding,
4 scheming grey monster spins its gears,
flashes curse words, and spits out half
chewed, square-tooth-punched index
cards at the very mention of my name.

California,



That's why I'm not listed in the
program book of the 25th National
Square Dance Convention, just heid in
the Golden State, among the seven-odd-
hundred CALLERS, but only as a
CONTRA LEADER.

| had signed up for the **25th'' a year
ago, amidst the turmoil of the National
in Kansas City, as a caller among other
things (You're SOMETHING ELSE—
co-ed.), and dreamed each night that |'d
be able to stand tall on one of the dozen
stages at Anaheim in June of 1976,
modulating melodiously to the addicted
adulation of the ‘“‘almost-forty-thou''
dancers there gathered. Little did |
dream that a demon-like machine would
drain my dream to a mere dram! (You
poor maligned thing— co-ed)

How do | know it was a computer that
did the evil deed? Well, that was the
way it was officially explained to me by
officials of the programming depart-
ment. It was no human error. Humans
seldom make mistakes. It had to be that
infernal machine. Strangely enough,
the same computer didn't like a bunch
of other callers as well. But can you
blame a starry-eyed, California-born-
and-bred, loyal and competent com-
puter for showing a wee bit of partiality
when it comes to its own kinfolk— the
California born-and-bred callers? Of
course not! It gallantly programmed
them on an average of HALF the time.
In other words, every time an hour of
programming time was set up, 50% of it
featured a California caller or leader, on
the average.

But you can't blame a bare-faced
behemoth of nuts and bolts for that kind
of scheduling, can you? After all, there
were a whole lot of California callers
present. Shouldn't the convention be a
Showcase of California talent?

Maybe so. Yet there were approxi-
mately 800 callers and leaders listed in
the program book. Of that total almost
300 were from California. That's about
37%. Perhaps the friendly grey giant
should have programmed closer to 37%
for Californians and 63% for other
leaders.

As a matter of fact, the metalic
monster really showed its sunny clime
colors when it featured California
leaders a whoppin' 56% in the prime
time/prime hall slots. We refer to the

Arena from 8 to 10 o'clock each night.
But whoever would expect a self-
respecting California computer to do
anything different than that? Tch. Tch.

Does anyone remember back to the
days when callers in the home state of
the National (Des Moines, etc.) were
given LESS calling spots than visiting
callers? Does anyone remember back
when EVERY caller got an equal
number of appearances— about three
or four? In Anaheim one caller got nine
spots, most got two or three, some got
none.

Callerlab has officially offered to take
over all programming at all future
Nationals, but to date the offer has not
been accepted. Perhaps the time is
coming....

There's also a little matter of SOUND
in the various halls at the National in
Anaheim, which was abominable, but
let's move on to pleasanter aspects.
There were some ‘‘happy summer
sounds'’ out there, too.

Midway through the convention |
bumped into Ken Parker, general
chairman, and asked if he was pulling
out his hair. He answered matter-of-
factly: '‘There are some pluses and
there are some minuses.’’

Right, Ken. We've looked at the
minuses. Now we'll look at the pluses.

Quantitatively the convention was a
sight to behold. Imagine— within a few
hundred of 40,000 people— all gathered
under one roof, which could house a
dozen football tields! Physically it was
often a bit tricky to move from one hall
to the next. You learned the shortcuts.

The week started in the 70's and
ended in the 90's, temperature-wise,
but we weren't uncomfortable inside—
the air conditioning held up.

Surprisingly the food service within
the complex was adequate, and so many
outlying restaurants were available,
there were no long lines.

Seeing old friends was as rich an
experience as ever— this more than
compensates for a little jamming in the
halls.

The Pageant of American Square
Dancing, presented three times in the
main arena, was an excetlent produc-
tion, we are told. We couldn’'t see it
because of restrictions of each perfor-
mance (two-hour waiting period for
seats, etc.) and we were especially tied
up at our magazine booth in the
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Exhibition Hall. Oh, well. We couldn’t
see the show. But at least we've read
the book!

The Press Breakfast was a winner. So
was the Oklahoma banquet. And the
panel sessions, for the most part. There
was more of everything. More displays
in the Showcase of Ideas. More tours.
More contra scheduling. (They're really
““in"".) More commercial booths. More
clinics. More publicity for square
dancing. More people. More Excedrin
headaches for the committees, who
have to cope with voluminous problems
of such a Herculean affair.

We came in Monday, as part of one of
the Omnisphere tour groups, and had a
couple days of sightseeing before
jumping into the maelstrom with both
feet. Fortunately our Holiday Inn
“*home’’ was only about 20 long stones
throw from the Convention Center, and
we were snug as bugs in rugs, or pigs in
pokes, or whatever.

We rented a car, picked up nine
boxes of saleable books and magazines
at friend Ted Wegener's home nearby,
where we had shipped them, and even
had a chance to dip our toes into the
Pacitic.

Qur ali-day tour of Universal Studios
was memorable. There was the ‘‘shark"’
from ‘‘Jaws'' splashing toward our
unprotected tram. There were '‘behind
the scenes'' views of buildings and
interiors we'd seen in movies and TV
shows (all made of plastic). ‘‘Rock’’
slides came tumbling down on us. We
saw a couple of stars, stage presenta-
tions, special effects, make-up tech-
niques, etc. etc.

Practically nobody missed the all-
night party at Disneyland the final night.
What a world of Fantasy for young and
old, just as the promo blurbs ballyhoo it
to be! The “‘kid"" in all of us makes us
eager to see the sights, ride the whirling
conveyances, and marvel a little at the
authentic and clever creations inspired
by the genius who made a whole
“mountain’’ out of a mouse.

Sunday was a day to ‘wind down'’
after the fun, the dancing, the work
{(manning our booth) the rushing from
hall to hall, the involvement in panels
and clinics, the partying, and the dizzy
whirl of the biggest shindig ever staged
for the square dance activity. We were
““flat out'' most of the day.
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Winging back to good old Ohio on
Monday was another time to relax and
reflect. Questions and concerns con-
tinued to '‘dance' through our con-
templative craniums, as we separated
fact from fiction, debit from credit,
advantage from disadvantage.

Is the National Square Dance Con-
vention getting too large (with 40,000
participants) and too unwieldy to
continue in its present form? Should a
FULL-TIME, vyear-round, professional
executive be hired to handle the
program, and afford an extra advantage
of continuity from year to year?
Callerlab now has this advantage— why
not start it with the Nationals, too?
(Certainly the budget is more than
adequate.) Should there be an EAST-
ERN as well as a WESTERN National
Convention, operating simultaneously?
Should the time be extended from
Tuesday through Saturday to s-p-r-e-a-d
the crowds, unjam the program, and
create a strong pitch for 2-day-only
registrations? Shouldn't a real expert be
hired, even at the expense of several
thousand dollars, to ‘‘engineer’'’ the
sounding of all halls? Shouldn't Caller-
lab be allowed to take over all
programming of callers?

That's it. Excuse the more serious
turn of the pen this month. Lest we be
misconstrued, we'll say it clearly— IT
WAS A GOOD CONVENTION. It was
spectacular! The leaders all did a
heckuva good job! But the sheer
immensity of it may be making a
Frankenstein out of Snow White and the
““Dancin’ Dwarf Sevens''. And then
there's that o!"z-z-x!?#&t computer
that doesn‘t like me!




I'm afraid to travel to other clubs
Cause | don't know anyone there.
I'm afraid | don't know all the calls
And might break down the square.
Well, everyone feels just the same,
Each tip they're apprehensive,

But when the tip is over,

Their apprehension's gone.

They've met new friends to dance with
The bond is really strong.

The next tip when you're up to dance
Six friends are on the floor.

And when the tip is over,

You then have even more.

By the time the dance is over

You have many many friends;

They wish you a safe journey home
And do come back again.

And best of all is when you're out

To shop or just to look

You'll find that they are everywhere
Your name is in their book.

So let's go out and make some friends
For us and for our club,

And find that dancing’s really fun
For us and everyone.

FRIENDS

by Norm Zech
Gifford, lllinois












































































































































































































































































