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HAPPY smam

Thirty years old! American Square-
dance is alive and well and flourishing
as we celebrate its third decade in the
square dance world. By February, its
circulation will be quadruple the 1968
figure when we became its editors. Al-
though the magazine has had ups and
downs during its thirty years on the
scene, it is currently growing so quick-
ly that we are adding files and office
equipment, and increasing available
space to accommodate it.

We, as your editors (for it is your
magazine), feel a great responsibility
as American Squaredance Magazine
moves into the next decade. Keeping
our fingers on the pulse of the activity
through travel and talk is a herculean

task. Selecting manuscripts for pub-

lication means weighty decisions. We
are grateful for your contributions —
original articles, thoughtful sugges-
tions and stimulating feedback. We en-
deavor to reflect many aspects of ques-
tions and we promise to publish pros
and cons in Straight Talk and Feed-
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back. Sometimes we are only sent
“con”’ opinions — these we print with-
out “planting’” the opposite side. The
only time we hold off on printing op-
posing or minority opinions is for rea-
sons of space, logic or good taste. If
you disagree with a statement and
want your views made public, write
them down and send them in. Public
opinion on any question is just that —
public. And those who make their
views known are apt to sway readers’
opinions.

"January is” looking ahead. "“Cele-
brating an anniversary is'’ reminiscing
about the past. Our thirty-year past,
which reflects the surge of interest in
modern square dancing, is a small one
compared to the 200-year history we
are soon to celebrate in the U.S. We
will be doing some looking backward
this year, especially to help those who
are planning bi-centennial events, but
we’'ll be looking ahead, too, through
1975, 1976, and on to 2000. We'll be
fifty years old in 1994. With your help,
we’ll still be going strong!
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Just a line or two, to let you know
| find your magazine most helpful and
enjoy it also, as | am learning to call.

| enjoy dancing and calling tips
along with your latest Callerlab Con-
fab. Please continue my subscription
for two more years.

Dean Fisher
Collingwood, Ontario

. .May | once again express our
thanks to you and your staff on the
way in which you produce such a fine
magazine. We sure look forward to re-
ceiving each month’s copy with antici-
pation, and as a caller, it is of special
interest to me and my wife.

Square dancing is most popular
here in New Zealand, this being due to
some very dedicated callers who are
presenting square dancing throughout
the country. Square dancing has been
in vogue here for twenty years or more
and callers in places like Dunedin in
the South Island are to be commended
for their efforts prior to the Shepherds’
return from Canada with a boost to the
activity that we are all enjoying.

We at Garden City Squares are en-
joying the activity very much, with a
basic class about to graduate and a 75+
club in its fourth year of operation.
We feel proud to be associated with the
fine people who make the club what it
is, and the way they enter into the
whole picture of fun and friendship.
Round dancing is most popular in the
club, and our first all-round dance
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evening has recently been held.
Bill Buttolph
Christchurch, New Zealand

| wish to thank all of you at AME-
RICAN SQUAREDANCE for printing
a batch of my calls in your November
issue. It makes me happy when | ima-
gine that others are finding my calls
usable. | am proud to be a part of
square dancing.
John Ward
Alton, Kansas
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We're THIRTY years YOUNG
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”u, ||!',J X ” j and PRESSing on toward
. l ‘"“I “”l our NEXT thirty with YOU
' our FAITHFUL readers.....

GOSH, aren’t you GLAD
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Pardon us for being a little per-
sonal in our opening paragraphs this
month {(with just a pinch of sentiment-
ality thrown in also). We couldn’t re-
sist depicting the analogy of "“Old
Father Time’ shown in the form of
our tired-out old Ford “bomber’ you
have often read about in this feature,
alongside “Baby 1975” in the form of
our newly-acquired Pinto, destined to
take us “‘meandering’’ throughout the
continent for the next few years. When
one drives 60,000-plus miles in a single
year, one develops a very personal at-
tachment to an old ““collection of steel
and glass’’. Love that BOMBER!

As the new year of 1975 rolls a-
round old things sometimes get sub-
stituted by new ones {in spite of a
Dollar Squeeze and a Penny Pinch
like NEVER have we had to “‘yellow
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rock’’ a dollar, and NEVER has a pen-
ny been pinched like this before), and
so the old Ford Galaxy wagon is grad-
ually being replaced by a spankin’ new
blue Pinto with a little more ZIP and a
little smaller appetite for fuel.

Here’s where we're going to wax
sentimental (skip this paragraph if you
aren’t the type to ever wipe a bit of
mist from the corner of your eye when
the hero falls in battle and the heroine
will never see him again) and we’ll
probably pin a pound of princely per-
sonality to a practically passe pile of
paltry particles.

So we’ll say this in hushed tones —
lest the vehicle in question might over-
hear us from the driveway — the old
character (with over 230,000 hard-
driven miles to his credit) will soon be
laid tenderly to rest in an old car re-
pository on a grassy hillside far from
the choking exhaust of the superhigh-
ways and the insidious ailments of non-
firing plugs and erratic carburetor.
Good night, "Old Blue"”. Welcome,
“Little Pony”.

That's enough for the Emotional
Personification Department — let’s go
on down the pike awhile.....

DANVILLE, KY. — Love those out-
of-the-way country roads and rolling
hills, with stately thoroughbreds romp-
ing in every other white wood-fenced
lot. I'm not sure |’'m quite as enthused
about the regional variation of the do-
sado down there — the cross-step-kick
that resembles the old New England
eight count balance on ocean waves.
Shall we shrug and say "“to each his
own’’ regarding these minor regional
differences, or say “‘complete standard-



ization is the ultimate answer’’? Maybe
some “local color” is good if it doesn’t
prove to be widely detrimental to the
activity. Good discussion point. Only
your Callerlab representative knows for
sure, or your Avon lady!

At any rate, it was good to get back
down there and work a date with
Florida’s Jim Deeter for Myron “Down
by the Riverside’” Householder, a cou-
ple of boulder rolls out of Lexington.

ERIE, PA. — Nothing can beat a
bountifully spread buffet dinner, lots
of social chit-chat, and a dance to top
it all off. The Paws and Squaws do
this sort of thing several times a year.
They've got another wrinkle that
should interest budget-minded club of-
ficers. If the caller (traveling variety)
charges more than $150., the door
charge is up to $4.00 or so per couple;
if he gets $100. or so, the admission is
$3.50; if his fee {area caller) is under
$100., admission is $3.00. They alter-
nate between the “premium boys’ and
the “locals”, and attendance is good.
Try it. Say you saw it in ASD, si?

CLEVELAND, OH. — The waitress
was impressed. She was serving three
collaborating editors on a two-day
scratch-pad foray at the Sheraton, from
as far west as Los Angeles {Bab
Osgood) and as far east as Boston
{Charlie Baldwin). We had gathered to
renew the planning for a bigger and bet-
ter LEGACY-‘75, to repeat in May in
this midwest city. Legacy, you will re-
member, is an assembly of delegates
from all phases of the square dance
activity (callers, dancers, record pro-
ducers, shop owners, etc., etc.} and
from all over the continent. If you want
to know more about it, ask any one of
the institutional-type instigators indi-
cated above, and we’ll give you an in-
stant replay.

GREENEVILLE, TN. — Santa
ain‘t the only one wearin’ RED
BOOTS. So does Don Williamson and
a host of staff callers on the label of
the same name. A new Christmas pres-
ent fell into Don’s lap — Jay Bar
Kay — and that should be an unbeat-
able combination.

I'm tickled sunset-scarlet that the
RED BOOT organization has seen fit
to test the “market” with an album
{mini-album, that is) of contra dances.
I'm blushing a roseate hue, too, ‘cause
I‘m the little old prompter (Don’t say
“caller’’, Ezra) who's caught between
the grooves of that particular disc. If
your dealer can’t get it for you (Contra
Party, RB 171) just slip me a couple
bucks of hush-hush money at this ad-
dress and I'll slither a siow-play two-
dance extravaganza to ya’, pal.

MINERVA, NY. — Speaking of con-
tras, |'ve been prompting and promot-
ing ‘em in scattered doses for many
years now, but the other day, in this
upstate village, | got my first chance
to do a w-h-o-l-e dance with contras-
only on the program. Thanks Mary &
Bill Jenkins. To top that off, some of
us are opening a brand new CONTRA
CLUB to meet monthly in Cleveland
this month. Two other Ohio cities
have similar clubs — Cincinnati
(Jerry Helt) and Columbus (Lannie
McQuaide). | hope it spreads "‘down
the line”.....

HURON, OH. — At the sign of the
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Red Rooster (that’s the official “‘roost”
for ye-olde-thirty-year-favorite square
dance magazine, me hearties) many
luminaries of the activity seem to be
crassing the threshold all in the space
of a few weeks. In quick succession —
Bill Peters, Frank Lane, Cal Golden,
Charlie Baldwin, and Johnnie Creel.
It's enough to take your breath away!
(Stan, someone ought to take your
breadth away — co-ed).

KANE, PA. and RAVENNA, OH. —
Wow! What a marathon of a Sunday!
Two three-hour dances three hours a-
part and both three hours away from
home. That's NINE hours of driving
and SI X hours of calling. But it turned
out BEAUTIFULLY in every way!
That should be a reminder to me (and
other busy callers) not to build up pre-
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mature anxieties. Murphy’s law doesn’t
ALWAYS prevail. The best place to do
your sweating is in a SAUNA.

BALTIMORE, MD. - Another
clinic and dance with the area callers
there. The little plane that flew me in
was SOMETHING ELSE. It was so
small, {one of those wood-burners, |
think) we had to carry our “carry-ons”’
on our laps. Did you ever carry a
Clinton p.a. system, {plus mikes, rec-
ords, and a change of clothes) and a
fellow passenger (a big fellow) on your
lap? It's cozy. The discussion with the
callers was well worth the effort. We
“solved’”* most of the problems of
square dancing (Smile, Matilda).

SCATTERED VISITS — Gosh, so
many of these | can’t begin to do ‘em
justice. Up in Canada twice— wonder-
ful crowds, wonderful times — loved
every minute — QOrphie, your dancers
are superb — same for those in lllinois,
Pa., and W. Va. where | visited.

Now, | muststop, or |'ll get a print-
er'srule slapped against the back of my
hand. But as | fade away for the month,
I’ end with a prayer. Last month,
after | talked about Fontana so much,
someone reminded me | should have
mentioned the ““Square Prayer Meet-
ings”’. OK..... another time!

CALLER’'S PRAYER -
Lord | pray
For delivery superb,
And ability to weigh
The good from absurd.....
Help me, stick
To quality stuff,
And learn to quit
When 1've called enough!
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American Squaredance Subscription Dances

MACON, GEORGIA, January 10, 1975
Contact: Jim Tyler

PENN YAN, NEW YORK, January 23
Contact: Don Smith

APPLETON, WISCONSIN; January 26
Contact: Bruce & Bonnie Busch

TIFTON, GEORGIA, Friday, Jan. 31
Contact: Ed Hawkins

ST. LUCE, FLORIDA, Wednesday, Feb. 5
Contact: Jack & Betty Hosken

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA, February 7
Contact: Larry Lawson

COLUMBUS, OHI0, Thursday, Feb. 13
Contact: Morrie & Betty Diamond

PETERBOROUGH, ONTARIO, Mar. 1
Contact: Bob & Jane Jaffray

WESLACO, TEXAS, Sunday, March 9
Contact: Charles Lillagore

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS area, March 11
Contact: Dave Allen

CHARLESTON, WV ; Friday, March 14
Contact: Erwin Lawson

BURLINGTON, IOWA; Mon., April 14
Contact: Charlotte & Bill Kunze

ALTOONA, PA.; Thursday, April 17
Contact: Charles & Doris Blair

LAKE PLACID, NEW YORK, April 15
Contact: Phil & Mary McKinney

ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA, April 24
Contact: Bob & Lorrie Morrison

SPRINGDALE, ARKANSAS, May 22
Contact: Dub Hayes

WATERTOWN, S.D., Wednesday, May 28
Contact: Perry Bergh

WEAVER, ALABAMA; Fri., June 20
Contact: Ralph Curry

CANON CITY, COLO., Friday, July 10
Contact: Roy & Billie Gawthrop

MINERVA, NEW YORK, August 13
Contact: Bill & Mary Jenkins

CHARDON, OHIO, Sept. 12
Contact: Ray Marsch

DOROTHY, N.J., Friday, Oct. 10
Contact: Ralph Trout

TOLEDO, OHI0, Sunday, Oct. 12
Contact; Jim & Mary Batema

DENVER, COLORADO, Friday, Oct. 24
Contact: Harold Davis
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by Lib Eddy

Hoedowns skirling,
Petticoats swirling,
Round dancers twirling.

Friends greeting,
Officers meeting,
Dance time fleeting.

Beginners learning,
Allemandes turning,
Spectators yearning.

Tots prancing,
Teens romancing,
All ages dancing.

Treasurer clerking,
Coffee pots perking,
Club members working.

Dancers snacking,
Equipment packing,
Loudspeakers stacking.
Callers jesting,

Dancers resting,
Excitement cresting.
Cars waiting,

Energy abating,
Thanks stating.

Fun increasing,
Frustrations releasing,
Anticipation unceasing.

Happy Dancing in 1975!















































































































































































































