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The square dance world is so di-
verse, and areas are at such varied 
stages of development, that seldom is 
any one discussion echoed through-
out the country, except for the cry 
for standardization that is perennial 
and almost universal. 

This month, though, in scanning 
the local bulletins and publications, 
we found one problem recurring over 
and over. One publication featured a 

poem on the subject. (See pp. 38-39.) 
Guess what this "major" problem is 
that is plaguing dancers from coast to 
coast? Dancers talking when the caller 
is explaining movements and teaching 
basics at both clubs and classes! 

During September's Square Dance 
Week, classes will be recruited or be-
gin, so this is an opportune moment 
for us all to ponder our square dance 
manners. Are we guilty of the talking? 
If so, let's make a new effort to be 
courteous at dances and be perfect 
"angels" as we help at classes. 

Callers, if the talking is bugging 
you, have you been forceful enough 
in establishing yourself as the teacher? 
(Every class needs only one.) If you 
take the teaching lead right from the 
beginning, then a humorous reminder 
to talkers, "Listen to me, even if it 
hurts," or "Smile at everyone, let's 
try it again," should be sufficient. Or 
have you tried speaking so softly the 
dancers have to listen? Give some of 
those extra "watts" a rest? 

Square dancing is too intrinsically 
joyous and too widespread to suffer 
because of such a petty problem. 
That's why it surprised us to see it dis-
cussed repeatedly. 

A concerted effort by leaders to 
preserve a distinctive square dance 
costume has resulted in fewer mini-
skirts and slack suits at conventions 
and dances. A concerted effort by all 
of us to maintain the traditional cour-
tesy of the square dance will result in 
happier callers and dancers. 
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McGOWAN SIGN COMPANY 
1925 Lee Blvd. 	507-345-4125 

MANKATO, MINNESOTA 56001 

The Nation's Finest 
S/D Promotional Products 
MINI STICKERS 

BUMPER STICKERS 

MAGNETICS 

NYLON FLAGS 

SQUARE DANCE SEALS 

DRIP RAIL FLAG HOLDERS 

CELLULOID BUTTONS 

Dealer Inquiries Invited — Carry The Best ,  

Write for Free Catalog 

We sure do love your magazine and 
are happy to renew for three years at 
your special price ($13.00). We are so 
pleased to have you publish the lists 
for above club level dancing. We have 
been after Ed Foote to do this such a 
long time and the list looks like his 100 
Basics of Challenge Dancing with some 
calls deleted. Thank you for being broad 
minded and you are surely doing a good 
service for those of us interested in 
service for those of us interested in 
higher level dancing! 

The Vreelands 
Rochester, NY 

The Frontier Twirlers of Purcell, 
Okla. are having a special dance. Our 
caller, Willard Palmer, said you might 
be able to run a small announcement 
about it in your magazine. Here is the 
information. 1st Annual Pumpkin 
Dance, Saturday, Oct. 26th, 8:00 p.m. 
'til dawn, Chandler Park, Purcell, Okla. 

Sandy Young, 
Pumpkin Dance Chairman 

Noble, OK 

This coupon came from a magazine 
picked up in San Antonio, where we 
had a really good time. It was our first 
convention, but won't be our last, I'm 
sure. 

Out of curiosity about contra danc-
ing, we happened to attend the panel 
on Thursday and we were two of the 
"guinea pigs". We enjoyed it very much 
and hope to eventually interest our 
caller in it. 	 Marg Johnston 

Hamilton, Ontario 

At the close of the National in San 
Antonio the banner belonging to the 
"Wheel Blazers" exhibition group dis-
appeared. This is the wheel chair group. 
It was hanging in the arena all during 
the convention. 

If possible would you publish an ap-
peal for help in locating this banner. 
Mail C.O.D. to me. 

Enjoyed talking to you and Cathie 
at the National. 

Carl Miller 
1201 Trimm 

Pasadena, Texas 77502 

Square D MILT Digest Service 
Edited and Published by 
John & Evelyn Strong 

A NEW NOTE SERVICE FOR CALLERS AND TEACHERS 
Designed to add to your source of material in an easy to use format. Each month dances 
and ideas will be published in six major sections: A. 75 Basics only; B. 75 + 5; C. Open 
basics; D. Exploring a Basic; E. Gimmick or experimental; F. Grab Bag. Designed to allow 
you to find interest and variety in whatever program area you seek. Useful, workable ma-
terial for both new and experienced callers. 

Cost is only $12.00 per year. 	 First issue to be mailed in September, 1974. 

Subscribe now, 
750 Inglewood St. 	Salinas, California 93901 	or write for a free sample issue. 
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Once in a while it's fun to dust 
off the ol' crystal ball and look 
down the long corridor of the year 
ahead. Anticipation is a tempting 
tonic, often seasoned with hope and 
guesses. Let's have a long swallow, 
and moisten a tonsil together . . . 

For instance, I can hardly wait to 
make a first time visit in Saskatche-
wan, Canada, in August. The high-
light of September will be the Land 
of the Sky festival in Asheville, N.C. 
or the Mt. Lake festival near Ro-
anoke, Va. 

The tail end of September is the 
beginning of my California-Oregon-
Utah-South Dakota trip and follow-
ing that the Fall Jubilee at Fontana, 
North Carolina, beckons us to the 
southland again. 

When early February rolls around, 
the week-long Florida flight will be 
fun and fanciful. Then comes March 
with a three-stop swing around Tex-
as again. (I fell in love with San An-
tone.) 

May is the month when I'll chalk 
up one of my last few states — Wy-
oming, and visit Denver, Portland, 
Vancouver and a couple of other 
places on that same trip. I'd go to-
morrow! 

June is just as exciting, because 
I'll hit one more unexplored state —
Oklahoma, and then the National 
will roll around again, taking us to 
Kansas City. K.C. is equi-distant 
from EVERYWHERE! 

Finally, good old July will signal 
the finish of a year from the date of 
this writing, and for the first time 
I'll have a full month of BIG week-
ends in breath-taking succession: 
the July Jubilee in Warren, Pennsyl-
vania; the Washington State Seminar; 
the Star Spangled Banner Festival in 
Baltimore, and the Arkansas State 
Convention. 

Peeking a bit deeper into that lit-
tle glass sphere, our first trip abroad 
(England, mostly) pops into the pic- 
ture along about the end of October 
of '75. And just a bit beyond that, 
Hawaii becomes visible in early Feb-
ruary of '76. Golly, Molly. Mighty 
intriguing itinerary, I'd say. 

Followers of this candid collec-
tion of colloquialisms know that, 
since we'll soon chalk up Oklahoma, 
Delaware and Wyoming, only one 
lone state is left to visit — Nevada. 
I'll just have to do a bit of wheelin' 
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and dealin' and hopin' it's in the 
cards for me, perhaps in '76. 

Now it's reflection time — time to 
take a backward glance or two at 
the locations visited within the last 
couple of months. 

To help us get the thought waves 
in motion, perhaps this fellow 
(thanks to Chemco and Rodin, et al) 
will be an inspiration. He's the ori-
ginal "streaker," caught in a pensive 
mood, back in the dorm, wondering 
what the heck he did THAT for. 

Anyway, looking backward .... 
Our Indiana Callers College near 

Fort Wayne (with Harold Bausch) 
was warm and dusty but Steed's 
campground haven was just what the 

professor ordered for eleven grads 

and spouses. It got hot one night —
a caller's car started burning mysteri-
ously. Never a dull moment. 

Small world. I was calling a dance 
in Skowhegan, Maine, and a couple 
appeared from San Diego, California, 
about as far away overland as one 
can go. They were Robert and Ger-
trude Byerly, past presidents of the 
Heartland S/D Federation of San Di-
ego area, and I'll see them again right 
away this fall in their home state. 

"Speedy" Spivacke (see Page 13) 
down there at McGuire AFB in New 

Jersey is the most personable newer 
caller you could meet, and he brings 
the activity a much needed ingredi-
ent — MOTIVATION (the inner 
spirit kind), plus fresh ideas and a 
sharp way of working with people. 
That guy'll go far. Geographically, 
he already has. Super subscription 
dance in a superb setting. 

I had the privilege of calling in 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania, in June. 
Now think about it, you Rodinesque 
Pensive Perchers, what is Williams-
port noted for? 1 — 2 — 3 — you're 
out. Why, the Little League World 
Series, of course. I stayed in a motel 
overlooking the famous stadium, 
where diminutive stars are born, I 
reckon. It's a game town, and square 
dance game town, too. 

Are there any Rotarians out there 
who are also square dancers? (. . . . 
to the tune of a few thousand "ayes" 

.) O.K. Let me make my "make-
ups" with you out there when I'm 
close. The travel game works Holy 
Havoc with Rotary makeups, by 
George. I thought joining Rotary 
makes one a "big wheel," but tain't 
so — all one does in Rotary is "go 
around in circles," according to my 
teen-age son, a master of the pertin-
ent put-down. Well, I'd extol the vir-
tues of Rotary here and now, except 
I'd be stampeded by Lions and 
Moose and Elk! 

Twenty squares were a bit dis. 
appointed in June when our annual 
Kelley's Island boat cruise and dance 
had to regroup in a mainland location 
due to high winds and ten-foot waves 
on Lake Erie. Sorry, kids, join us 
(with Gene Webster) next June and 
we'll "load the barge" with sandbags. 

Little gems of thought keep floa-
ting back from the San Antonio Na- 
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tional. Gosh, it was a great one! 
Wasn't it encouraging to see 90% of 
the floor moving smoothly at 90% 
of the "festival-level" dance loca-
tions? It is obvious that dancers are 
getting better "overall" instruction 
these days, (No, Zeke, that's not a 
reference to your outfit!) and callers 
are using better judgment in the ma-
terial they use in the big events. 
Anyone agree? 

In my travels, I've found that 
long turnpike drives can be shortened 
a bit, and one can stay wider awake, 
if one keeps his jaws moving by 
chewing gum. So, travelers, move 
your jaws and stay wide awake. 
Some people don't need gum. Do 
you know anyone who is a habitual 
jaw-mover who is also always wide 
awake, and keeps you wide awake 
listening to him or her. So what may 
we conclude from that? Nothing, ex-
cept that it's probably a comparison 
of RELATIVE merit. 

Would you believe it? Contra 
clubs are springing up here and there. 
Probably the impetus was created at 
the national convention. A couple 
of new records are being released 
soon with ALL contra dances. Want 
more info? Write us. Remember ... 

CONFUSION SAY: 

"He who is CONTRA-ry to CON-
TRAS, may soon become a CAST-
OFF. 

Time is closing in on me again, 
friends. Between the time of this 
writing and the time your read this, 
I will have made five flying trips to 
ten states and provinces and driven 
in and out of eight others. But, as 
two other mobile Ohioans would 
have said, a few years back: "The 
SKY'S THE LIMIT.when you're ta-
king the route of the FLUTTER 
WHEEL," I'd say that's WRIGHT, 
wouldn't you?,  

eg g° 
anang 

American Squaredance Subscription Dances 

BEREA, OHIO, September 23 
Contact: Ron Schneider 

SALT LAKE CITY, UT., area. October 4 
Contact: Israel Wilson 

TOLEDO, OHIO, Sunday, October 13 
Contact: Jim & Mary Batema 

QUINCY, ILL., Tuesday, October 22 
Contact: Bob & Pat Surface 

KANE, PENNSYLVANIA, November 17 
Contact: Barbara Myers 

JOHNSTOWN, NEW YORK, December 8 
Contact: Joe Ubelacker 

LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA, December 12 
Contact: Paul Childers 

MACON, GEORGIA, January 10, 1975 
Contact: Jim Tyler 

PENN YAN, N.Y., January 23, 1975 
Contact: Don Smith 

TIFTON, GEORGIA, Friday, Jan. 31, 1975 
Contact: Ed Hawkins 

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA., February 7, 1975 
Contact: Larry Lawson 

COLUMBUS, OHIO, Thursday, Feb. 13, 1975 
Contact: Morrie & Betty Diamond 

PETERBOROUGH, ONTARIO, Mar. 1, 1975 
Contact: Bob & Jane Jaffray 

WESLACO, TEXAS, Sunday, March 9, 1975 
Contact: Charles Lillagore 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS area March 11, 75 

Contact: Dave Allen 

CHARLESTON, W.V., Friday, March 14 
Contact: Erwin Lawson 

ALTOONA, PA. Thurs. April 17, '75 

Contact: Charles & Doris Blair 

LAKE PLACID, NY Fri. April 18, '75 

Contact: Bernie & Dot Baker 

ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA, April 24, 1975 
Contact: Bob & Lorrie Morrison 

SPRINGDALE, ARK., Thurs. May 22, 1975 
Contact: Dub Hayes 

CHARDON, OHIO, Sept. 12, 1975 
Contact: Ray Marsch 
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ARE ETHICS 
IMPORTANT? 

Ethics, or moral philosophy, is the 
study of human actions in respect to 
their being right or wrong. In square 
dancing as in any social group, it ap-
plies to the right or wrong actions to-
ward others in your group — not the 
right or wrong way of doing an alle-
mande left. It has been defined as a 
moral obligation. Now don't let that 
word obligation scare you. You may 
throw up your hands in dismay and 
say, "But I joined a square dance club 
to have fun — not to be burdened with 
obligations". At this point I might 
point out that without obligations 
square dancing would not be fun. In 
fact it would not and could not exist. 
Let's take a closer look at the ethics —
or obligations — of square dancing. 
They really aren't so bad. In fact it 
just boils down to being kind, cour-
teous and friendly, or to state it sim-
ply, the golden rule. If this approach 
oversimplifies, let's explore more thor-
oughly the obligations of a square 
dancer as he or she relates to other 
people and to groups. 

First, a square dancer's obligation 
to his or her partner dictates that he 
shall be clean, deodorized and in 
proper square dance attire when at-
tending a square dance. A man will see 
that his wife or dancing partner is not 
left to sit out too many dances. If she 
is left sitting out while he dances with 
someone else, it is not considered un-
ladylike for her to ask an unattached 
male, if she knows him well, to dance 
with her. A wife will be at her hus-
band's side when greeting guests, or 

by Grace Libby 
Spokane, Washington 
from the 1973 Washington Seminar 

when offering to trade dances with an-
other couple. A husband should con-
sult his partner before trading dances 
to make sure she doesn't already have 

that dance with someone else. If some-
one has asked her for a dance, she 
should discreetly suggest to her hus-
band that he pick up her partner's 
partner. 

Second, a square dancer has an ob-
ligation to the other seven people in 
his square. This doesn't mean that he 
won't make a goof in the square — we 
all do that at times — but it does mean 
that if someone else goofs, he won't 
give them a withering look that makes 
them feel as if they have committed 
the cardinal sin. He will try to keep the 
square flowing smoothly, keeping in 
beat with the music, not adding extra 
gimmicks such as hand clapping, foot 
stomping, hip swiveling, high kicks, 
etc. All of these extra maneuvers take 
time, thus throwing the timing of the 
dance into complete chaos. Now I'm 
not saying they should never be done —
there may be a place for them, but that 
place is in your own club, with seven 
other people who enjoy doing them 
too, and with the approval of your 
caller. Don't make the mistake of think-
ing these gimmicks are high styling, or 
that others are old fuddy-duddies if 
they don't enjoy doing them too. The 
others may enjoy doing what the caller 
tells them to do, which is what square 
dancing is all about. I would like to 
add a word of caution here. A splint 
on a finger or an arm in a cast are ob-
vious, and you are naturally careful 
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with that person. But some afflictions 
don't show on the surface. Learn to 
develop a sense of sensitivity. A gal 
with an arthritic shoulder can suffer 
excrutiating pain from a rough twirl. A 
twirl should never be rough under any 
circumstances. A man's hand should 
be firm and give support, but not fur-
nish the power to grind her arm out of 
it's socket. If she indicates in any way 
that she prefers not to twirl, then don't 
force it. 

Third, a square dancer has an obli-
gation to all other dancers on the floor. 
He never walks past a square that has 
an opening to join one further down 
the hall. This can look like snobbery. 
Also, if he runs around looking for just 
the right square to appreciate his tal-
ents, he may find himself left out. He 
never walks out of a square, unless of 
course there is an emergency, and then 
he will try to find a replacement. 

Fourth, a square dancer has an ob-
ligation to the new dancer. Let's not be 
like a tribe in gaua in the New 
Hebrides. Because the well-being of the 
entire tribe was believed to depend 
upon the perfection of its dance ritual, 
the elders of the tribe came to the 
dance armed with bows and arrows 
and shot to kill any dancer who weak-
ened the magic potency of the dance 
by so much as single mistake. I wonder 
if some of us haven't replaced the bow 
and arrow with a barbed tongue and a 
withering look. They too can be deadly. 
A little understanding and remember-
ing how it was when you were a new 
dancer should give you the proper at-
titude when dancing with beginners. 
They will appreciate a helping hand 
and a friendly smile. A shove and a 
glare will quickly let them know they 
aren't wanted. For the preservation of 
square dancing, never do anything to 
discourage beginners. We need them, 
and should let them know it. 

Fifth, a square dancer has an obli-
gation to his club. I believe that every-
one who joins a club should take his 
turn serving on its board. True, we 
aren't all cut out to be presidents, or 
even secretaries or treasurers, but we  

can serve on a telephone committee, a 
hospitality committee or in some way 
be useful to our club. We can be 
prompt in paying dues, participate in 
extra club activities whenever we can, 
see that cliques do not form in our 
club, make guests and new members 
feel welcome. Every member of a club 
is to some degree responsible for its 
success or failure. 

Sixth, a square chimer has an obli-
gation to his council. If you are a mem-
ber of a club, you are a member of a 
council and therefore you owe it your 
support, through attendance at coun-

cil dances, participation at its meet-
ings, and assent when asked to serve on 
its board. Here again we may not all 
feel qualified to be leaders, but God 
gave us all different talents, so we 
should ask ourselves honestly before 
we say no if we aren't using our ret-
icence as an excuse to get out of some-
thing. Don't underestimate your abil-
ities. You will enjoy council work be-
cause it enlarges your circle of friends 
and increases your knowledge of the 
organizational side of square dancing. 
Which brings us to your — 

Seventh, obligation — the state fed-
eration. You can and should support 
your state federation by attending its 
festivals, its seminars and the state 
meetings whenever possible. You can 
help the hosting council by getting 
your registrations in early. If your 
council hosts a festival or state meet-
ing it is the obligation of every dancer 
in that council to make the officers, 

delegates and dancers from other coun-
cils feel welcome. Whenever you attend 
a festival or a state meeting, a word of 

thanks to the chairman and/or any of 
the various committeemen will surely 
be appreciated. If you have served in 
any capacity in your own council, 
chances are very good that you will be 
asked at some time to allow your name 
to be entered as a candidate for a state 
office. Again, think carefully. You can 
derive a great deal of satisfaction and 

enjoyment from state work. In fact I 
might say if you have never taken part 
in state work you are cheating your- 
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