


e
~

T =

No person can ever gauge the effect
his words and actions might have on
those around him, and the far-reaching
aftermaths of those words and actions.
Leaders who work with youth groups
and adult groups alike learn that at
times, one seems to wield no influence
and that only years later are the results
reported. Sometimes, the results are
never seen, and the leader works sim-
ply with the hope that his influence is
for the good.

Probably Charlie Baldwin had no
idea, twenty-odd years ago, that two
of the “kids” at his square dance camp
in Massachusetts would credit him
with their progress toward the editor-
ship of a national magazine. Much of
Charlie’s “Have fun’’ philosophy, his
wish for the best in square dancing,
and his liking for people influenced us
in our square dancing endeavors. Much
of this, reflected now not only in
Charlie’s New England Caller, but in
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American Squaredance, reaches people
around the world.

Charlie’s callers’ classes were of
great help to Stan, and he probably
averted a major catastrophe when he
advised Cathie not to attempt singing
calls. This is Charlie’s way — he does
not mince words when he's sure he's
right — and for an editor, this takes
guts.

We think of Charlie and his gifts to
square dancing with love and affection.
Dancing to his calling was a great treat
until distance separated us, but our
friendship with Charlie and Bertha con-
tinues. Although we see them rarely
now, we have the magazines in com-
mon, and we treasure the “‘partnership”’
this brings.

The moral of this story is: The ef-
fect you have on someone today may
turn up in print twenty years from
now. Are you ready?
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Just returned from England and
called a square dance in Wales. There
is one caller in all of North Wales who
limits himself to two and a half nights
aweek. He had 150 at the Friday night
dance. He sponsored me at the Satur-
day night. It was at a seashore resort
and | saw an ad for a name band com-
peting dance and hoped it wouldn’t
cut into ours. He advised that our tic-
kets were limited to 210 and all had
been sold for weeks. Wonderful night,
wonderful people, fine caller: Bob
Gay, with an open personality. The
dances, all one-night stands, started at
seven, knocked off at ten for supper,
and picked up again at ten forty-five
to run until midnight.

Charley Thomas

Camden, New Jersey

ED. NOTE: Charley Thomas was the

originator and first editor of this maga-
zine.

I would like to tell you how much
| enjoy your magazine. Really look
forward to getting it each month —
keep up the good work . . . .

John Swindle
Smyrna, Georgia

Just a few lines to thank you for
the very nice write-up in the June issue
of your magazine about my note ser-
vice. | might add that receiving your
magazine is a highlight for me. | read

it from cover to cover in the first after-

noon and then enjoy going back and
rereading different articles that are
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most informative for my use. Thanks
for such a very good publication.

Jeanne Moody

Salinas, California

My only real complaint about your
magazine is that it only comes out once
a month! | read it cover to cover and
then have to wait a whole month for
the next great issue. Keep up the good
work! If you send me some subscrip-
tion forms, I'll plug your book to my

dancers. Joe Landi
Mays Landing, New Jersey

We received your very nice magazine
for the first time this month and are
very well pleased with it. So pleased
with it, in fact, that enclosed is a
check. Will you please send a year’s
subscription to our club caller, Walt
Minnick? . ... Walt's club will be cele-
brating its twenty-second anniversary
in November. He has called for the
club all but about two years.

Danny & Muriel Faria
North Dartmouth, Massachusetts

Thank you for including the Buck-
eye Poll in your magazine. As round
dance teachers as well as callers, it
helps us to make a selection of rounds
to suit our dancers . . . ..

Cy & Sue Blakey
Vancouver, British Columbia

You really have a quality publica-
tion which we enjoy very much. Hope
to meet you two personally some day.

Bill & Maribeth Vestal

Snyder, Texas

ED. NOTE: One of the fringe benefits

of a National Convention is meeting

readers who have written letters like

this one. We met and talked to Bill
Vestal in San Antonio.

| was in the Dart Western Shop in
Akron last week and picked up a copy
of your June American Squaredance
magazine. k brought back a lot of
memories to me because | think | sub-
scribed to it as far back as 1946 or
1947. The editor at that time was a
fellow named Charley Thomas and it

Continued on Page 68
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Ote! We were so close to the Mexi-
can border while in San Antonio for
the 23rd National Square Dance Con-
vention we could taste the spices, see
the bold, primitive, angular designs

everywhere, and hear a crossfire of
Spanish banter from shop to shop.

As a matter of fact, Cathie, Sue
(our daughter) and | flew down from
Ohio a couple of days early, rented a
car at the airport, and after settling at
La Quinta Motel, drove 150 miles to
Laredo in order to visit across the bor-
der. Parking is a problem and a half.
We left the car in Laredo and walked
across the bridge over the Rio Grande
to Nuevo Laredo, bunched in with
hundreds of other tourists, probably
looking like the evacuation of Dunkirk.
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It was a curious mixture of flea
market sales, narrow streets, Spanish
headlines, tiny shops, treasures and
trash in onyx, felt, copper and brass;
people hawking, people buying, and
people crossing the streets between
crawling cars and tour buses. We had
the sensation of holding our wallets
tightly and not being too eager to eat
in the less than elegant restaurants at
that point.

A Mexican boy ran up to us and
shouted, ""You buy bool (bull)?"" and
thrust a brown plaster-cast creature in-
to my arms. It would look ridiculous
to carry that bulky monstrosity home
on the plane, | thought, But | talked
him down to $3.00, and off | went
with a lot of bull for my money. Later
on, another kid wanted me to take
home its twin for a dollar.

Well, it makes a good doorstop in
the magazine office —

We did a lot of sightseeing in San
Antonio, the “‘city of history and ro-
mance,” for the two-day period before
the 18,000 dancers invaded the city
and started to chain the gears that
never stopped.

We descended into the Paseo del Rio,
the Venice-like “River Walk,'* nestled
in and around the bustling city, for a
quiet boat ride, passing by galleries
and shops, quaint restaurants and side-
walk entertainers. It was a world apart.

We ascended to the top of the Tow-
er of the Americas (tallest of its type in
the western hemisphere) for a leisurely
dinner as the “world’ made one revo-
lution around us, sitting there, drink-
ing it all in. The little jaunt to the
Philippine restaurant was delightful,



too.

We strolled by the one-and-only
Alamo, the “cradle of Texas liberty.”
We glimpsed the historic Mission buil-
dings, reminiscent of the padres’ path
to this settiement that was to grow in-
to the nation’s thirteenth largest city.

Twice we passed through the park
around San Antonio’s famous zoo, but
each time we failed to stop for a visit.
Time is never elastic enough. In our
city-wide roving, it was always reassur-
ing to look around for that beautiful
tower to get our direction as true as a
compass.

The Convention Center Complex
itself was a sight to behold, and it was
a half-hour walk to get from point to
point. There were many “firsts’” for
the National Convenfion tallied

comfort. |
NATIONAL (of the te
where a guy felt like

Naturally, a lot
spent in our booth

R
huge smorgasgord (oF ac
us, including

one tip), the caly

{we both had “up-front” roles to pld
on a couple of them), and the sight
and sounds, the whirl and swirl. We
are personally indebted to Bill Craw-
ford of Memphis, Tennessee, for cov-
ering our booth many times while we
went running in ten other directions.
To record it all in these few para-
graphs would require a miracle. Ano-
ther feature in this month’s issue will
fill you in on many of the facts, so
we’'ll only hit a few highlights, from
here to our “big 30," and take them in
the order in which they come to mind.
One of the most exciting events |
participated in was the Alamo Street

Dance in the heart of the city next to
the ancient building where 188 heroes
gave their lives for Texas freedom in
1836. Perhaps their ghosts were listen-
ing that midnight, when many thou-
sands of dancers filled the streets with
color and sound. Cannons roared again
in the form of booming public address
speakers with rippling waves of music
slapping the downtown buildings. The
sharp commands of the “‘drill sergeant”
callers gently coerced the ““troops’ in
to actions of cadence and precision,
but strictly non-combatant and friend-
ly. If ghosts could really return and
see the massive transformation of shuf-
fling feet to such peaceful purposes |
think 188 of them would have smiled
that night.

Thanks, Chuck and Norma Bryant,
for. helping to stage the ‘‘show’’ just
described. | was thrilled to be able to
call a tip that night, and when 1 said,
"Alamo style, you balance . . .” it

¥ gmore appropriate.
Time magazine took Mgotos (rumored
to be seen in Woman's§Day Magazine
g appear, I'm in

standing
blob™ with

sall did a STUPEN-
publicity, and we were
to work with them, along
y other editors. We don't

Vivian McCannon for steer-
REAT BIG TEXAS 23rd
a beautiful conclusion.

The sound in the various halls was
great this year. Bill Wright, you're all
right! | left a mike in a hall one day
and picked it up two days later, safe

and untouched.

The performances, especially in the
huge arena, were beautiful. | won't
soon forget that little four-year-old
boy, a member of the Maycroft Square
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Tappers of Muskegon, Michigan, tap-
ping the floor so dutifully and vehe-
mently it looked as if his legs would
literally fly up over his head.

Thanks to Web and Sarah Witter
the Advanced and Challenge Dancing
was handled very well, with signs an-
nouncing “'basics”’ to be used.

Oklahoma, the state that captured
the bid for the National in 1978,
threw a banquet that was an extrava-
ganza. It was held at the Menger Hotel,
where Teddy Roosevelt formed the
Rough Riders, overlooking the hotel
pool, in a breezy outdoor setting. The
dignitaries who attended were right
out of “Who's Who" in Ok lahoma and
in square dancing. Incidentally, the
Okies (I'm an honorary one now)
brought a quarter of a million dollars
worth of Western art to display at the
convention.

I could go on and on. Contras again
got a major play every day of the event
in a special Contra Room. Ray Smith
kept us laughing at the after party Sat-
urday night with many stunts. There
was the well-attended seminar for cal-
lers each day, and the styling clinic
each day. There was the Showcase of
Ideas (literature, photos, displays) and
the fabulous Fashion Show. And we
thoroughly enjoyed the Press Breakfast
where San Antonio’s Steve and Fran
Stephens were honored by Bob Os-
good, representing the SIO American
Square Dance Society, with the Silver
Spur award. Steve and Fran originated
the network of square dance informa-
tion known as C.R.O.W.D.

There was much more, but let it
simply be said that this event was the
GREATEST for square dancers. We'll
remember that matchless Texas hos-
pitality for a long time. And, believe
me, we'll “Remember the Alamo!”’

American Squaredance Subscription Dances

Write for details about organizing one.

MINERVA, N.Y., Wednesday, August 14
Contact: Bill & Mary Jenkins

ST. PAUL, MN., Tuesday, August 27
Contact: Mike Driscoll

O'FALLON, ILL., Friday, August 30
Contact: Al Severn

BEREA, OHIO, September 23
Contact: Ron Schneider

SALT LAKE CITY, UT., area. October 4
Contact: Israel Wilson

TOLEDO, OHI0, Sunday, October 13
Contact: Jim & Mary Batema

QUINCY, ILL., Tuesday, October 22
Contact: Bob & Pat Surface

KANE, PENNSYLVANIA, November 17
Contact: Barbara Myers

JOHNSTOWN, NEW YORK, December 8
Contact: Joe Ubelacker

LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA, December 12
Contact: Paul Childers

MACON, GEORGIA, January 10, 1975
Contact: Jim Tyler

PENN YAN, N.Y., January 23, 1975
Contact: Don Smith

TIFTON, GEORGIA, Friday, Jan. 31, 1975
Contact: Ed Hawkins

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA., February 7, 1975
Contact: Larry Lawson

COLUMBUS, OHI0, Thursday, Feb. 13, 1975
Contact: Morrie & Betty Diamond

PETERBOROUGH, ONTARIO, Mar. 1, 1975
Contact: Bob & Jane Jaffray

WESLACO, TEXAS, Sunday, March 9, 1975
Contact: Charles Lillagore

CHARLESTON, W.V., Friday, March 14
Contact: Erwin Lawson

ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA, April 24, 1975
Contact: Bob & Lorrie Morrison

SPRINGDALE, ARK,, Thurs. May 22, 1975
Contact: Dub Hayes

CHARDON, OHIO, Sept. 12, 1975
Contact: Ray Marsch



The Apple of Our Eye =

A Baldwin

Once or twice in the age span of an
ol’ ring-tailed raccoon, an exceptional
leader emerges to the surface of the
swirling maelstrom of our multi-
peopled pastime to become a candi-
date for “living legend’’ status. A lea-
der of leaders. A dean of callers. A
prince of principle.

Such a leader is Charlie Baldwin,
our especially-honored personality of
1974, since this magazine has started
to honor a leader annually in its Aug-
ust pages.

“Charlie” has always been known
as just “Charlie’’ to casual and con-
firmed friends alike over the years. He

lives in the town of Norwell, Massachu-

setts, on the fringes of the sprawling
metropolis of Boston. There he lives
and works and meditates in an almost
rural setting, on a narrow street where
shade trees still abound.

But despite his rural abode, Charlie
has got a heart that's bigger than the
whole of New England herself, from
the rocky-topped, periwinkled coastal
shores of Maine right down to the
Connecticut-New York twinkle-toed
protuberance {(just look at a map and

you'll see how Connecticut plays
“footsie” with New York city).

We remember Charlie back in the
days when callers were hand-hewn of
solid oak from the bottom up, rather
than coated from the top down with
a layer of verbal veneer. Charlie knew
how to hew, and he hewed ‘em
shrewdly!

How well we remember those early
caller sessions and endless drills:
“Swing the corner, keep in time — one-
two-three-four — swing the next girl
down the line . ..."” The chanting and
the dancing would ring out over the
wooded hills of the Berkshires, fish-
boned with those lovely white birches,
as hundreds of dancers thrilled to the
Becket magic Charlie created.

An unguenchable thirst for the de-
velopment of the finest showcase for
square dancing in New England com-
pelled him to plunge into a wide range
of projects. He was first of all the
“country dance serenader,’’ an on-the-
beat caller who made thousands want
to dance as soon as he began to call,
and he still has this "'gift,” possessed by
only a few.
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Ais magaz!ne, the New England Cal-

, grow from a mere “pemphlt’ o
present volusiinous 140-page size
hie able edtorship in B quaortar
. ria pionsered the camp-and-
ioea. Has printed drectarise,
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buckatiul by swore's mtandoide
Charlis wes instrumental in form:
ing the first calless sssociation in Mew
England, the Oicd Celony Cellars and
Teachers Associstion, and wes itz first
pragident, Ha has helped to start snd
:lrlﬂu_ the Eacarn Distdet Squara
Mrw
cime

squars dancirg, Cherlio was ona of the
first (M not e first) to Sold cellers
clessos in New Englang. For twalwm
years, he cirectsd the Now Eingland
wars end Round Dance Camp, man-
i abowe, 2t Beckot, Mass, Ma has
also conductad callers workshaps from
Maine 1o Florids. Tharlie taught short
courses ot sdver! universities, sand has
warked for municipal and state sducs-
tion and recrestion departrments, teach-
g eadars methods of presenting

®

American squers and folk dincing.

At the eight Natlonal Convantions
he attencied, Cherlie has bean & staff
mambsr on panels, contra and squam
danoe

During vhe Secend World War,
Cherlie worksd for the Red Cross with-
out pay,. nehabilitating returning waoun-
ded soldiers through scupre daneing ¥t
Cormp Echwerds. He introduese sousms
dencing & therapy at & fodton hospi-

twl for mentsl patients. He was Tor
wvers) yae: the Amacican lolk dence
uctar For a oweac-leng 4H conlar
aon, anc I8 & past director of the New
England Folle Festival Assooiation. In
1080, gt tha Invitxticn of tha U5 Ne-
vy, Chanlia st sixtesn dayn st Guen
Wﬂ gw} Mr “";ﬂa m m-
ing Navy and Macine Jersonnsl end
thoir families how to dence.

Plenning began in 1972 for & meet-
ing of smuers dance leaders in all phe-
ses of the sctivivy oo be held In 1973,
Cherlis, with fellow-editors Bob Oy
good v Stan Burdick, sa0rdinate
plars for this tiretofitakind event,
wnd ployed & ‘seding mls In the three
dawy | sgucy mosting,

Charlla"s lamest projoct is to orgen-
ize gwork!ng arm for the whols sguare
denca activity in New Englacd. Within
this vear, the Sqguse Cance Founds-
tion of New Engand may be & reality
ad nol & dooam,

This monumentsl list of sxemvplish-
rwnts, avicencs of Chaelis’s dovotion
1 all pheses of sguare dencing, s also
2 testament 10 the quist copgort and
devotion of Barths, muoiher of the
Baldwing' four sons, grandmother of
rpive, whom Chedle afiectionally
calls “Mother.” "You'll have t0 sa6
Mother about that.” & declsration of
ser hewre fram Cherlie, sent the guee-
tioner to Bartha for the egubed datas
and information.

Sob Jemes, cutvent prisicent of
the Esstarn District Squnce and Found
Dwrvow Agsocistion, stotes:

“To the pwersge squmre danzor in
New Engiand, Charlis s probably best
known as tha eclior of the New Eng-
fand Caller and & semi-retired celler,
To owr New England lapdurs he ratm
O $pot fram God, Aswthing
good thet has heppened to squere
darcing in Naw Snglend owsr the years,
has Seen accomplished through the
active and behind the icenes activitiee
of Charlie Baldwire !t iy herd for us
in New England to imaging thers Ts
Eyone envwhorn who has over the
E-n comtributed more tH squars dan-

ng."
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