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TESTING YOUR REFLEXES 

"Sometimes I read something in an 
issue and I say to myself, 'Do the Bur-
dicks really agree with that?' and then 

I realize it may be there because you 
don't agree with it." A caller-reader-
friend of ours said this to us this 
spring, and went on to add that every 
issue makes him THINK. 

What a compliment for ye editors! 
We'd like to feel that every issue pro-
vokes thought. We also believe that if 
our seventy-plus pages reflected only 
our own opinions, they would soon 
become boring reading. A representa-
tive square dance magazine should 
mirror many differing opinions, should 
discuss controversial issues from every 
aspect, should treat each level or facet 
of the dance picture, and should lead 
the way into the future with new sug-
gestions and approaches to current 
problems. 

This is a big "ball of wax" for your 
editors to tackle, and as we come to  

our five-year mark (more on this next 
month), we find ourselves taking stock 
of what's been done and looking ahead 
to future issues. 

We'd like to start some open discus-
sions. One of the great aspects of the 
Legacy meeting (see Page 9) was the 
open-minded discussion of problems 
and disagreements. And the "discus-
sers" remained friends because each 
recognized that the other had the best 
interests of square dancing at heart. 
There was mutual respect on all sides, 
probably because each had come, at 
his/her own expense, to find new 
ways to approach the problems in 
square dancing today. So, if you find 
an item or two in an issue that you 
just must speak about, take up your 
pen and send those thoughts along. 
We'll promise to read them, print 
them and share them in most cases, 
or file them for future use if that's 
what you instruct us to do. Let's hear 
from you! 	 ❑ 
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We used the graduation ceremony 
in last month's issue and found it very 
effective. All those at the dance were 
quite impressed. The graduates ( three 
sets) made an entrance with their mor-
tarboards which we make each year for 
them, receiving their diplomas for 30 
lessons, as well as club badges. We also 
read the five stages of a square dancer, 
which we found interesting. 

Russ Perfors 
Willoughby, Ohio 

I have long enjoyed Ed Fraiden-
burg's choreography as it appeared in 
bits and pieces in your magazine, Sets-
In-Order, "Hashing It Over" (by Jay 
King), etc. Ed is continuously able to 
show that smooth, unique variety is 
possible in choreography without resor-
ting to new terms. 

I am looking forward to your new 
feature, "Keep 'Em Dancing," and 
hope other callers will recognize the 
potential of variety and challenge sug- 
gested by Ed's ideas. 	Don Beck 

Stow, Massachusetts 

Please send a one-year subscription to 
the following beginning with the month 
of June. I hope you can send the first 
issue in time for Father's Day, as this 
is a gift subscription . . . . 

Mrs. Ed Crist 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

My husband and I enjoy your maga-
line immensely and look forward to 
each issue. In -fact it gets better and 
better with each issue. Besides infor- 

mative and interesting articles on 
square and round dancing (and we 
dance right along with you), we enjoy 
Stan's Meanderings and all other gene-
ral articles. By the way, we do favor 
changing "Square Dancing" to "ID-
Dancing." 

We found Charlotte Horn's article 
extremely interesting. In doing her 
marvelous work with senior citizens, 
she is extending their lives with better 
health and happiness. I have personal-
ly seen her at work and have seen these 
people change from sitting on the side-
lines, sad and forlorn, into active hap-
pier dancers. She loves them and they 
love her. And you know what love can 
do. We need more Charlottes — God 
give her strength to carry on her good 
work. 

I sincerely hope similar efforts with 
dancing can start with the young, and 
carry them along life's way, for better 
health and happiness, on to a better 
world. 	 Rachel Rudes 

Lynbrook, New York 

Enclosed find check for American 
Squaredance Magazine for the next 
year. Will you please send the July is-
sue? I would rather have the magazine 
a month late than miss an issue. 

Thank you for all the good w6rk 
you are doing for square dancing and 
the magazine you are sending us. 

Una D. Byrd 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

I would like to take this opportuni-
ty to say that your magazine is a plea-
sure to read each month. You and your 
staff are to be complimented on the 
wide coverage of square dancing that 
appears in your magazine. Too many 
publications get into ruts and eventual-
ly they cannot see the forest for the 
trees. Jim Kassel has added a fresh fla-
vor to the Challenge Chatter column, 
and is doing a good job of presenting 
the varied phases of advanced level and 
challenge dancing to your readers. 

Keep up the good work and never 
lose sight of the overall picture. 

Bernard J. Fiegel 
Silver Spring, Maryland 
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...if you would like to save one! 
v \./ 

The rising cost of printing, paper, and other supplies has forced us 

to raise our subscription prices. As of September 1, 1973, the sub- 

scription rate will be $6.00 for one year, $10.00 for two years. 

We are announcing this now because YOU may SAVE by renewing 

your subscription now at the regular price of $5 for one or S9 for 

two years. Regardless of your expiration date, we will renew and 

extend your subscription. 

In these days of inflationary increases, we are glad that we have 

been able to operate for five years at the same subscription rate. 

We know you appreciate the present economic situation which is 

neccessitating this move. 
Stan & Cathie 

A NIERICAN SIJURRE DRNCE PO BOx 7 8 8 

SANDUSKY OHIO 

44870 

Please start my subscription NOW. My check (or money order) is enclosed. 

Ll One Year at SS. 	 - Two Years at 59.00 
Canadian and 1,,,reig-n add 50c a year t, 4- postaL-.. 

NAME 	  

ADDRESS 	  

CITY 	 

STATE _ 	 _ ZIP CODE 	  
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The public media gave such vivid 
accounts of the recent National Con-
vention, we'll quote directly from 
them — 

"They swished into town like a 
gentle tornado, but dressed like rain-
bows-15,000 and more square dancers 
from every state and eight countries" 
— Deseret News. 

"The Square Dance Convention is 
slightly unconventional as these people 
have an absence of boring meetings, 
tasteless banquets and dry lectures. The 
truth is, they are here to dance and 
dance they will from midmorning to 
midnight in every danceable room in 
the Salt Palace" —What's Happening 

"The largest contingent of dancers 
here was nearly 3,000 persons from 
California, but Utah had almost as 
many. After all, the Mormons like to 
tell you that their ancestors danced 
all the way as they trekked across the 
country to their new home by Salt 
Lake." —National Observer 

"The dancers swing their partners 
to music old and new, including many 
tunes now popular on jukeboxes." 
—UPI 

"This is the largest convention ever 
held, and probably the largest that 
will ever be held, in the state of Utah" 
Salt Lake Tribune 

Still more miscellaneous quotes fol-
low: 

"Possibly the happiest — blind danc- 
ers — performed this morning" 	 

"The parade of states. . .dancers 
dressed in representative state cos- 
tumes. . .from the Hotel Utah to the 
Salt Palace. . .h igh I ighted the events"... 

"Today there are 274,199 dancers 
in 5,568 clubs, documented by Roy 
Davis of the National Executive Com-
mittee of the Convention, as part of 
the Showcase of Ideas and Organiza- 
tion Roundtable" 	 

The convention itself was a show-
case for both dancer and non-dancer 
alike to see, hear and feel the spirit 
of this great family-oriented hobby. 

In describing the 22nd National 
we'll respectfully conjure up visions of 
an 18th century English Court, and 
put it in this framework — 

They came to the Palace (Salt Palace) 
by scores, by troops (flying their 
colors); great legions of countrymen 
from every conceivable town and ham-
let. They carried their flags (club ban- 
ners). They wore their brilliant and 
finest court apparel, with frills and 
laces, sashes and billowing skirts. Their 
shirts and blouses were decorated with 
bright badges and ribbons to denote 
affiliations, rank, and accomplishments. 



Their stations ranged from noblemen 
to peasants. 17,000 strong, they came 
and invaded the Mormon city in a 
peaceful revolution. 

They entered the great "marble" 
halls of the Palace with their music, 
and dancing, and frolic and laughter. 
They marched down the streets and 
the color of their costumes turned 
many a head. One of their great 
"kings," garbed in glittering regal splen-
dor, worshipped by many, and holding 
an electric sceptre, appeared briefly on 
the stage. There was wild shouting and 
adulation, particularly when he brought 
them to the conclusion of a directed 
dance formation with the commanding 
tones "allemande left..." 

But there were many "monarchs" 
and leaders of many lands and provinces 
who deliberated together at various 
Roundtables, planning to swell their 
ranks and popularize their dances. 

The bazaar was there—tents of cos-
tumes and merchandise. Vendors came 
from remote colonies with wares and 
food for all. A popular edible item was 
pigmeat in a small loaf called a "dog." 

The challenge of the joust was not 
in evidence, except that certain chal-
lenge dancing areas afforded a contest 
between the frenzied dancers to keep 
pace with the musical crier on stage. 
None but the stouthearted dared com-
pete in this way. The grace and poise of 
longways dance formations was there 
by way of contrast. 

There were no wenches nor wine 
nor misdeeds among the throngs of 
merrymakers. Forsooth, the code of 
conduct would doubtless prescribe the 
shadow of irons or the guillotine for 
such misconduct. They went as they 
had come—loving, laughing and living 
a full measure! 

Now, we take our editorial tongues 
out of our cheeks and squarely back 
into the middle of our mouths to add 
a few personal observations of the great 
event. 

Contras seem to have been revived 
once more and Salt Lake did it! Not 
since Seattle have we seen such popu-
larity of the dance form. Walt Cole is 
largely responsible. His Contra Bees 
performed admirably. The contra dance 
sessions and clinics were full. At the 
request of the dancers a Contra After-
party was held Saturday night, 11 p.m. 
to 1 a.m., with 100 couples partici-
pating. This number exceeded some of 
the other after-parties held in square 
dance halls. This may be a FIRST. 

The halls at the spectacular Salt 
Palace were spacious. The city was 
immaculate. Motels and hotels were 
plentiful in the downtown area a few 
giant steps from the Palace, the Taber-
nacle and other points of interest. 

We drove out to the Great Salt 
Lake, just to see what had been sort of 
a hybrid myth-mystery-legend all these 
years. It was rather pretty, framed by 
the mountains, the Morton factory, 
and the commercial stands at the beach. 
We tasted the water. Very salty. We 
stuck our toe into it. It floated. 

I learned a bit from the early Mor-
mon tradition. Did you know that 
every man needs two women—a secre-
tary to take down everything, and a 
wife to PICK EVERYTHING UP? 

Just after the Convention I flew to 
Rapid City, S.D. for a dance and 
caller clinic involving a couple of days 
and some mighty fine north central—
USA people, like Carol and Harry Brun-
son and caller Kim (and Betty) Hohn-
holt. From the air I saw the presidential 
faces of Rushmore but not from the 



ground up. "See the little brown blobs 
far below us to the right," said the 
pilot, and the cabin suddenly listed 
deeply to starboard. One of the solemn 
moments of that visit was when I was 
shown the downtown devastation (still 
slightly evident) of the tragic flood of 
last summer, when over 230 lives were 
taken, including Cora Newsome, with 
whom I had corresponded. 

Almost as soon as my "bird alighted" 
back in Ohio, I sallied forth again to 
the Fort Wayne area where Harold 
Bauscn (Fremont, Nebr.) and I con-
ducted a "Caller College" at the Steeds' 
remarkable shady campground, Melody 
Acres, for a most receptive bunch of 
new callers and their wives from four 
states. 

After a few hours rest, the great 
northwest beckoned again, so I flew 
to Spokane, rented a car, and pointed 
its nose north. 

My assignment for this particular 
weekend was to participate in a most 
exciting and unusual festival — the 
Square Dance Jamboree of the annual 
midsummer Bonspiel, sponsored by 
the Nelson & District Square Dance 
Association of Nelson, B.C. Canada—
(catch breath here)—where I was hosted 
by Ev and Amy Kuhn in the company 
of some most captivating Canadians. 

Memories of that trip will come 
rolling in as often as the tide on the 
bayous of my mind (How about the 
"Watergates" of your conscience? —
co-ed) and I'll see little "candids" of 
these events for years to come 

• Breathtaking scenery as mile-high 
mountains plunged to the lake 
below, sheltering the romantic 
little town (10,000 pop.) of 
Nelson. 

• Scottish pipers in full technicolor 
leading the grand march as the 
evening dance kicked off, and a 
welcome by his worship, the 
mayor of Nelson. 

• All those "Mabels" converging 
to the stage in "anger" because I 
kidded about a fictitious Mabel. 

• Dancing on the ice of the curling 
rinks Sunday morning to qualify 
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	for "Kootenay Kool Kat" badges. 

Driving a rental car was a good stunt 
too, because I explored the wilds of the 
border area. In fact, i slept in the car 
at the Canadian border, since I arrived 
at 1 a.m. and didn't realize the gate is 
closed from midnight to 8 a.m. But I 
was rewarded at dawn by the sight of a 
graceful doe exploring new foliage at 
the edge of the tall timber, just 50 feet 
from the car. Somewhat later a cute 
gal in uniform asked me a couple of 
questions and made the border crossing 
into Canada the easiest I had ever en-
countered to date. On my return, I 
passed the Expo-'74 construction site 
in Spokane, and hoped square dancers 
will take part in this World's Fair 
event next summer. 

So often I am rewarded in my travels 
by unexpected "happenings" apart 
from the primary reason (square dance) 
for going to an area. Recently on a trip 
to West Virginia, I pulled off the road 
to watch the "Mountaineer," a power 
shovel half a city block high, scoop 
huge helpings of soil and rock, the 
volume of a 2-story house, like a 
hungry monster gone berserk. The 
behemoth was LITERALLY "moving 
mountains" without a shred of Biblical 
faith to undergird its efforts. But a 
mere man with "know how" was be-
hind the scenes, pushing buttons and 
pulling levers. 

And further back, behind him, was 
a small army of technicians who knew 
a thing or two about the means by 
which one could move a mountain. 

Still further behind them, almost 
obscure, was a man who had the faith 
and vision to say "we can do it." 

Finally, behind the vision and the 
man and the technicians and the opera-
tor IS a Voice that said, and keeps 
saying, "All things are possible 	 

Thus endeth my thoughts for today! 
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LOOKING 
TO 

LEGACY 
A REPORT 

ON THE CLEVELAND CONCLAVE 

Legacy is history. 

Legacy WAS history. Legacy was indeed a historic meeting 
of key leaders of North America to discuss issues and answers 
for the square dance activity of today. 

On May 11,12 and 13,1973, eighty three leaders representing every 
phase of the square dance activity convened in Cleveland, Ohio. They 
came voluntarily at their own expense from 29 states and Canadian 
provinces. 

Founders of the first-of-its-kind event were Charlie Baldwin (The 
New England Caller magazine), Bob Osgood (Square Dancing magazine 
and SIO/ASDS), and Stan Burdick (American Squaredance magazine). 

It was a beginning. Its value, when evaluated in retrospect ten or 
twenty years from now, will no doubt be that it was a prologue —
paving the way to a succession of future meetings of its kind — rather 
than a conclusive event by design or resolution. 

Back in 1971 the three editors of the magazines named began a series 
of meetings to ascertain the value of such a gathering of minds. A surge 
of interest had already been apparent to each editor, listening to dis-
cussions and researching in his own respective geographical area and 
field of influence. 

It was a matter of concern that the activity close to the hearts of 
hundreds of thousands throughout the world today might be on a de-
touring course. Evidence of fragmentation had developed, and a gather- 
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