


Putting together an April issue is
always fun. For one thing, the fact
that the month contains April’s Fool
Day gives us an excuse for including
nonsensical items like the center-spread
game. And it's always exciting to sift
through the colorful flyers and bro-
chures that arrive, and dream a little
as we make up the vacation listings.
In the last clutches of a northern Ohio
winter, we can let our imaginations
run riot on trips, cruises, weekends and
the big, big National Convention, and
we're lifted out of the snowy doldrums.

Now, you readers may take this
Vacation issue in one hand and a pen
in the other, and write for information
and brochures of the events which ap-
peal to you. One more thing — you
might mention us or the magazine
when you write — please.

One fact of which we are constantly
reminded is the many aspects of the
square dance activity. For instance,
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the square dance referred to in “Hoe-
down on the Hee Haw Set” is a unique
style, probably quite unfamiliar to
many of us. And still the benefits —
the friendliness, the exercise, the fun —
are the same everywhere, in the western
clubs, the country hoedowns, the one-
night stands. For this reason, we in-
clude the opinions and endorsements
of these professional country - and -
western performers in this issue.

Dick Han's letter in Feedback sev-
eral months ago has resulted in letters
and comments, and in an article by
Jim Teal of Columbus, Ohio, giving
his thoughts on teaching and calling
for non-dancers in a fun situation.
Do you agree with Jim? Disagree?
Write and tell us why!

Next month: look for more on
one-night stands by Jim Teal, another
in the series by John Jones, and a
“special event”” written by Helen Spring
er. Dont miss it!
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Several months ago | thought | was
extending my subscription to the other
magazine with a similar name (and
sianed up for yours.) During this time,
we have found your magazine a “must”’
for dancers as well as callers. We thor-
oughly enjoy every part of it and be-
lieve every square dancer could benefit
by it. We particularly enjoy your Me-
anderings, Willard Orlich’s Choreogra-
phy, the straight-from-the-shoulder Re-
cord Review from Doug Edwards, and
Challenge Chatter. The magazine gets
better and better. Keep up the good
work.

Emmett & Beverly Parrish
Birmingham, Alabama

| am enjoying your efforts more and
more each month. You sure have done
a tremendous job. | have all the early
copies from Charlie Thomas through
the Rickey Holden era. Then | dropped
my subscription because it had noth-
ing to interest me. Now you can count
on me as a strong supporter since | like
your open-minded approach to our
national pastime. | doubt if there is a
dancer or caller anywhere who can‘t
find something to suit him in every
issue (even if only a bad joke).
Ted Sannella
Lexington, Mass.

...... Your square dance magazine is a
must with Ramona and me, so keep up
the good work.

The addition of the “American’ ti-
tle to prevent further confusion with
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other publications was a very good
move.

Lee Swain

Arlington, Texas

Washington State University Library
has for sometime had your magazine
and | can’t tell you how pleased | am
with the type of material you are in-
cluding. It is like a breath of fresh air
for one in teacher training to be able
to find some easier, but as you call
them, “swinging” and appealing calls
which beginner teachers can use in
public school dance units.

For years | have complained that all

the clever new and swinging tunes have
been at too high a level, yet the “'pros”
complain that teachers are still teach-
ing the “old stuff.” We need a con
stant turn over of newer things at the
beginner level to give a thrill to the
new students who are just learning.
Thank you so much for this kind of
help in your magazine.
..... I, like thousands of teachers, know
and dance at advanced level but never
get an opportunity to teach beyond
the first 30 to 40 basics with any of
our classes, | like to call and we have a
lot of fun, but | have needed more up-
to-date, swinging calls to add that ex-
tra fun element.

| am in a position to use your ma-
terials with majors training to teach
square dance. | have a minimum of
80 students that | work with. They
are eager to learn and | am anxious to
recommend to them the list of possi-
ble sources for materials which are
practical and usable,

Jane Harris Ericson, Assoc. Professor
Pullman, Washington

..... | too am happy to see the word
American put back as | have copies
from way back when Rickey Holden
had articles in the original magazine. |
lost track of Rickey but if he reads this
magazine, | want to say Hello.

Your magazine is absolutely TOPS.
Thanks for setting me straight on the
Sweep a Quarter. | just got careless.

Roz White
St. Louis, Mo.



PROMENADE HALL'S

1972 CALLERS

COLLEGE

( TWO REGULAR SESSIONS)

7TH SESSION

AUGUST

6 THRU 11

6TH SESSION P I I
JULY —JL—'
16 THRU 21 C|c

FEATURING

INSTANT REPLAY T.V. — A UNIQUE SELF-EVALUATION TOOL.
VOICE, DICTION AND STAGE PRESENCE —— DEVELOPED INDIVIDUALLY.
WIVES — PARTICIPATE, LEARN, AND ENJOY SPECIAL SESSIONS.

WITH A
STAFF

OF

NATIONAL

PROFESSIONAL
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Hosts

At beautiful Promenade Hall, located in Northwest
Indiana, just 35 miles southeast of Chicago, Il



Let's see where did | leave off
last month? We were on a swing
through the great northwest,

The scenery changes drastically as
one moves into Oregon and Idaho.
There is desert land, sagebrush, soft
rolling hills that look like great gravel
and sand deposits near our quarries
back east. Ranchers wear cowboy hats
in the truckstops and cafes, and order
Taco sandwiches and coffee. We callers
and dancers, garbed in Western attire
seem “right at home” with the town
folk.

There are few trees. Seeing this
section, | got very homesick, all of a
sudden. And | got a very odd, de-
pressed sensation when | saw American
Indians, whose ancestors roamed free
over these prair ie lands on their spotted
ponies, stooping to pick up returnable
bottles and other castoffs along the
road near a great barren Indian reserva-
tion,

That seemed strangely contradic-
tory. But we live in a world full of such
contradictions.

Ooops, this pensive piece may be
getting too serious.

Ross and Penny Crispino are well
known leaders in the Idaho area and
nationally. It was a treat to visit them
in Nampa. Ross has the unusual and
responsible job of scanning a compu-
terized console of flashing lights and
pressing buttons that send freight
trains off on sidings hundreds of miles
away. Wow! That's not a job for an
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by STAN BURDICK

amateur who confuses his left hand
with his right!

| was impressed with the club-
owned or club-operated halls | visited.
The Shuffler's Shanty in Richland,
Washington is a good example of a
club owned hall, identifying our acti-
vity with the best of facilities. The
Harbor Haylofters of Hoguiam, Wash-
ington, have a smaller hall available on
a more or less exclusive basis that is
handsomely decorated. Ray Lindenau
capably handles the calling and coordi-
nation out there.

Perhaps you've noted the series of
features we've printed lately by Kenn
Trimble that point to the successful
seminars sponsored by the Washington
State Federation. | learned a lot more
about these seminars, and the impor-
tant part Bob Johnson and Bob McNutt
have played in them. Many club offi-
cers have received a real shot in the
arm from the three-day comprehen-
sive sessions, which could serve as a
pattern for other areas. | will enjoy
taking part in the seminar coming up
this July. We'll say more about this
later.

&

CONFUSION SAY: BOOMPSADAISY dis
appeared from square dancing, same as
CHEEK-TO-CHEEK disappeared from ball-
room dancing. Confusion wish to point out
that the end result was the same.



Well, | scrunched along some more
Florida beaches a day or two ago (this
time it was Boynton Beach on the east
coast and Sarasota on the west side)
and basked in a crystal Shangri-la.
Florida square dancing is growing by
leaps and bounds and twirls and swirls,

I might add. Many of our well-known
leaders are taking up roots and trans-
planting themselves there.

All day dance schedules are not un-
common. Morning and afternoon work-
shops are often preferred by those with
a little more leisure on their hands in
the sunshine state. It was handy to pick
up a “Bow And Swing” state-wide
dance schedule at the Welcome Station
upon entering Florida on Interstate 75.

The experience of driving to Florida
from Ohio in the winter is refreshingly
revealing. In Lexington, Kentucky, my
hat and gloves come off. In Knoxville,
Tennessee, off comes my heavy winter
coat and | put on a jacket. In Atlanta,
off comes my jacket and | put on a
sweater. In Valdosta, Georgia, the swea-
ter comes off. In Orlando the tie, like-
wise. In West Palm Beach, | roll up my
sleeves. | know what you're going to
ask. No, that’s as revealing as | get. I'm
not going all the way to Miami this trip.

Yeehaw Junction must be a country
style town. They couldn’t decide whe-
ther to name it after the TV series ‘‘Hee
Haw’’ or "‘Petticoat Junction.”

A car from Colorado buzzed by me
on the Florida turnpike sporting a
sticker in the rear window that said:
“Think Snow.”” The license plates
showed Colorado. They evidently
thought an AVALANCHE or two and
then just had to get away from it all.

CONFUSION SAY: "“KISS-I-MEE a LAKE-
WORTH,” said the gnat to the flea, ‘on our
very first DAYT-ON-A KEY, O'R-LAND-
O SEA!

Once in a long, lonely while one is
seized by the discovery that some-
where, almost buried compietely in
our fast-moving, commercial, imper-
sonal society there are rare occurrences
to prove a more leisurely, warm atti-
tude straight out of a bygone era still
exists. Let me illustrate the point. . .

| was hurriedly looking for a motel
inasmall town in central Pennsylvania,
where | was to call a dance on a chilly
winter night recently, and there was
nothing in the town but a store, a gas
station, a volunteer fire station, and a
horse watering trough, | believe. It was
THAT kind of a town. | was about
ready to throw up my hands and
freshen up in the horse trough (and
sleep in it, too) when | spotted a small
sign on one of the houses that said,
“TOURIST HOME.”

Shades of Aunt Hanna’s afghan! It
was so non-commercial | found myself
in the parlor of a turn-of-the-century
frame home with gingerbread fringes
on top, chatting with the proprietress,
a little and an older lady (not a little-
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old-lady, please — that's downright
disrespectful in this case).

She wanted me to sit a spell in the
parlor while we got acquainted. Then
she showed me the room (where
George himself may have slept), and
finally she left me to freshen up, as
she slipped off to the kitchen, with
apologies that the room wasn’t very
fancy and a mention of the charge —
$2.00 for the night. | almost fell down-
stairs! $2.00. | thought prices like that
disappeared forever after the Depres-
sion! For my own conscience sake, |
left her a tip. | still feit as if | were
cheating the little landlady.

The dancers in that area were es-
pecially hospitable, too. After the
dance and while a bunch of us sat in a
restaurant talking, | had the peculiar
feeling that | ought to hurry “home,”
since it was after midnight, and the
doting damsel might worry about me.
She is the kind of matriarchaeological
phenomenon that is almost extinct,
but a heart-warming phenomenon, in-
deed. | believe, if you'd let her, she'd
tuck you in at night, and hear your
prayers!

Don‘t write, don’t call, don’t come
banging on my door to find out where
you can stay overnight for two bucks,
you thrifty-minded souls! I’'m keeping
the location a secret, so | can stay there
again before the 20th century arrives
at her door and her prices zoom to
twenty dollars!

eRecorde
DEALERS

ARIZONA

Clay’s Barn

P.O. Box 2154

Sierra Vists 85635

Dancer’s accessories, caller’s equipment
CALIFORNIA

Nancy Seeley’s Records for Dancing

P.0. Box 56156

China Lake, Cal. 93555

Also flags, books, shoes — All by mail!
ILLINOIS

Andy’s Record Center

1614 N, Pulaski Rd.

Chicago 60639

Ask about our bonus plan
INDIANA

Whirlaway News & Records

CALLERS DREAM

13261 Chippewa Bivd.

Mishawaka 46544
MASSACHUSETTS

Jerry’s Record Service

48 Grove St.

Springfield 01107
NORTH CAROLINA

Raybuck Record Serv.8& Caliers Sup.

Route 1, Box 226

Advance, N.C. 27006
OHIO

F & S Western Shop

1553 Wastern Ave.

Toledo 43609

Belt & Buckle Western Shop

Lee Gervais

1891 Mapleview Dr.

CQleveland 44131
WASHINGTON

Riley’'s Aqua Bam

15227 SE Maple Valiey Highway

Renton, Washington 98055

Kappie’s Record Korral

10400 Renton Ave. So.

Seattie, Wash. 98178

Tango Bongo availsble.
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Round-dey-TVous Lodge
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The owners of the camper/dancer
vacation resort in the Blue Ridge
Mountains, Jim & Aline Infantino,
believe that bringing their ROUND-
dez-Vous Lodge & Campground into
reality as a “‘retirement project’” was
not the usual ‘retirement’ as inter-
preted by the average layman. Prior to
their leaving the business world, Jim
was a market manager and Aline was
executive secretary for a CPA firm in
Miami, Florida. They often ponder the
‘pleasureful’ aspects of normal retire-
ment but are quick to admit that, were
it not for the great projects they always
manage to set out for themselves, life
would not be nearly so exciting. As
they put it, each day brings a brand
new challenge.

To point out results of this out-
look, it might be mentioned that they
personally have accomplished, in just
a few months, all the diversified phases
of labor, management and planning
necessary in setting up resort facilities,
and single-handedly conducted dance
vacations on their newly-acquired 45-

acre grounds this past summer, bringing
in callers from many parts of the
country, They have a lake, a nicer-than-
average hall, and an abundance of
recreational facilities. Here's Aline, to
tell you why and how they did it!

“And WHY NOT our own dance

resort! Sounds GREAT, doesn't it!
Exciting! Visions of our attractive
facilities crowded with scores of en-
thusiastic dancers, each a camper guest
for the week, followed by new faces
overrun with the same joyful smiles
and contagious congeniality found no-
where but in the square dance picture.
Foreseen was a summer of weekly
mingling with countless numbers of
friendly people; we, the providers for
their enjoyment — a pleasant picture
faintly looming on the horizon, not
yet reachable, but ATTAINABLE, IF
we would just persevere long enough
and hard enough to make it so. As
someone once put it, “Only a tenth
swas inspiration — the rest, PERSPIRA-
TION!” And that’s for sure! Perspira-
tion and Dbruised knuckles and




















































































































































































