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One of the amazing aspects of pub-
lishing a magazine is the staggering
amount of mail that comes into and
goes out from our offices. Besides the
issues which are sent monthly, we send
expiration notices and reminders, bills,
books and many letters on all subjects.
Coming in daily, we find subscriptions,
articles and ad copy, and all kinds of
questions and letters.

This represents many postage
charges — first, second, third, fourth
class and air mail. These rates have all
risen once. Now the postal service is
talking of a 30% raise in second class
rates in the near future, and hearings
are presently being conducted in Wash-
ington. Needless to say, the large
general-interest magazines, especially
the weeklies, are protesting.

Mail which travels second-class must
be sorted, bagged, weighed, analyzed
and coded by the sender. This saves
time and labor by postal employees and
would seem to warrant some lowering
in cost in relation to first class mail.
However, since a rate raise seems in-
evitable, let us just state that we antici-
pate absorbing the extra postal charges.
As arapidly growing periodical, we for-
tunately are in a position to do this.

The point for which we would like
to take the stump is better postal
service. In spite of the latest rate
increase, service in delivering books and
magazines has slowed considerably.
{The postal service gains slight revenue
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from this, of course; more people write
to complain that their orders have not
been received.) Even first class letters
now take an extra day to be delivered.
For example, letters to the east coast,
which ten years ago were delivered in
three days, now take at least four, and
sometimes five. (We can drive that
distance in one.)

Overseas mail is normally slow; now
itis also sporadic, and subscribers com-
plain of missing magazines altogether,
ie, one who recently wrote that he
received only four copies out of twelve.

We strongly urge readers to question
their postal employees about late-arriv-
ing issues; we have been mailing earlier
and earlier each month but cannot
correct the situation at this end, it
seems, |f the opportunity arises for us
Americans to express our opinions in
polls or questionnaires or letters to
congressmen, let's opt for an increase
in better services in conjunction with
any further increase in postal rates.
Postal reform should benefit those who
pay for it, in our opinion.
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| am giving the officers of the club
this magazine for Christmas, hoping
they will become interested in con-
tinuing to subscribe. | think this
makes better officers if they take this
magazine.

Earl Rogers
Asheville, N.C.

We were wondering if (since our
federation is made up of private
clubs) your publication could list in
it a couple of names to contact when
traveling through the Kansas City
area? We would like to make sure
that anyone wanting to dance with
us had the opportunity to do so.
Virgil & Gina Brundage

President, Heart of America Fed.
7604 E. 51st St.

Ks. City, M0.64129 (816-861-2148)

Chuck & Margie Teeple
Chairman, 24th Nat. Convention
9705 Beacon
Ks. City, M0.64134 (816-761-3688)
Thank you.
Virgil Brundage
Kansas City, Mo.
Enclosed please find check for
$9.00 to cover cost of subscription.
Would it be too costly to have an in-
sert to avoid cutting up my valued
magazine, or put the subscription
blank on a page where the back was
blank or didn’t matter?
Don Sherlock
Streetsville, Ontario
ED. NOTE: To avoid cutting a magazine,
readers may write out subscription infor-
mation and send it to us on any paper. The
important thing is to include the whole ad-
dress, @ip code or postal zone.
Enclosed is $5 for a one-year re-
newal of SQUAREDANCE. Although
we are about to become temporary
drop-outs, due to my expanding waist-
line, we still want to keep in touch
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with the wonderful world of square
dancing. We enjoy your magazine
more than any other we‘ve seen....
Keep up the good work! We always
get a chuckle from Meanderings, es-
pecially the one when reference was
made to Caldwell, Ohio. We are both
born and bred Buckeyes...... small
world, after all.
Shirley Polen
Durand, Michigan

Thanks for the "“Challenge Chatter”
in your magazine. | am glad some
one has let the challenge dancer and
caller have something to look for-
ward to read about their minority
activity.

Ralph Starling

Delaware, Ohio

Here is a check for next year's sub-
scription as | feel you have as good a
magazine as we have in the square
dance field. | find the new material
in the form that is good in taste and
presented in a good manner. Keep up
the good work.

Harper Smith

Celina, Texas

Please renew our subscription for
another year....... We surely do read
it ““cover to cover’” and have found
that your publication is one of the
finest. Having been calling now for
about eight years, |'ve found a great
many sound answers to questions,
from not only the great and helpful
Will Orlich on the problems of call-
ing, but from the dancers’ side of the
picture, too. We want you to know
that we thank you for such a great
thing for square dancing.

Wes Wessinger
San Diego, Cal.

So many times your record re-
viewer has to make the comment:
“Good music, but you have this fig-
ure in your record case on a dozen
records.” This would be unnecessary
if callers would think about the
choreography for singing calls. Good

Continued on Page 52



HURRY HURRY HURRY

A MAJOR TRAGEDY CAN BE AVERTED
IF YOU ACT QUICKLY .....ccvinnans

SOME FOLKS HAVE FIRE IN THEIR HEARTS....
OTHERS HAVE SNOW ON THEIR ROOFS......

BUT IN ANY CASE, DON'T DO A SLOW BURN

WHEN YOU DISCOVER YOU'VE WAITED TOO LONG

AMERICAN SQURRE DANCE s-vousx oo

Please start my subscription NOW. My check (or money order) is enclosed.

[J] One Year at $5. [1 Two Years at $9.00
Canadian and Foreign add 50c a year D One Year at $3
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| may ramble a little this month.
Frankly, did you ever see a month in
which | didn‘t? If one is ““on the road”’
a lot, one can easily turn into a Ramb-
ler. It's an occupational hazard. Have
you ever noticed that some people
drive as if their cars came equipped
with the right-of-way? These kind of
drivers expect the traffic to roll aside
for them the way the Red Sea did for
the Israelites.

Traveling is fun but it is not all a
picnic. | just returned from another
week in sunny Florida as | scribble
these lines. Anyone want to match
tans? {t's funny. | used to envy those
who went to Florida at this time of
year. It would be great to be so lucky,
I thought. But now that I’'m scheduled
to fly or drive to Florida a half a dozen
times, every couple of months, in
1972, and sandwich in (make mine
salami) dozens of equally long trips in
all directions also, by car or plane, |
sometimes say, with the pop-tune ton-
sil-trippers:  “‘Is that all there is?”

Butit’'s always a thrill to view a slew
or a few new blue horizons, too.
Recently, en route to my first-ever
calling date in Virginia Beach, Va.
(they really know how to treat a fellow
royally there) | stopped off in old
Williamsburg for a quick stroll down
those quaint brick streets. It was an
unusually warm day for December. The
songs of mockingbirds overhead made
it seem like spring. It was a world
apart. A pretty world, today,” |
thought. There were the little shops of
another century beckoning one to come
inside to buy hard candy, art treasures,
cracker barrel goodies and souvenirs.
| walked leisurely and studied the old
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fashioned hitching posts, the lovely
co-eds riding bicycles, the small stained
glass windows in some of the shops,
the co-eds wearing bright hot pants
and skipping to classes at the nearby
campus, the ornately carved cigar store
Indian, and pretty young college girls
giggling at contemporary greeting cards
in a drug store. It was a pleasant
chronological contrast. Did | really say
traveling gets boring? Balogna! Or
salami?

There are three things that should
convince us that this country is still
in good shape: The Gross National
Product, the standard of living, and
Hot Pants.

See what | mean about my tendency
to ramble? I'm like the Optimist who
was treed by a lion and talked only of
the beautiful scenery all around him.

One thing one notices as one pounds
the pavement a lot is the abundance of
travel trailers literally loaded with
household goods, compactly arranged,
and assorted kids, draped haphazardly
throughout. There seems to be a con-
tinuous flow of these vehicles laid end
to end on Route 75 from Ohio to
Florida at this time of year. Did you
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know that these trailers and mobile
homes are not really new at all? At a
little museum at the airport in Billings,

Montana | saw a century-old sheep-
herder’s wagon that certainly was the
forerunner of the mobile home. The
hardy ranchers spent many weeks alone
in these wagons in the vast plains
regions, and they were as compact and
self-contained as any of their modern
counterparts,

During recent travels | observed
some unusual signs. One, in lower
Georgia, | believe, said: ‘‘Marriage
licenses, blood test — all within the
hour.” The whole town seemed to be
typical of that sign. | thought as |
continued to drive through the shabby
environs: “If you are going to do any-
thing important in this town, do it
quickly; the town may disintegrate
and blow away any day!”

A sign on a garbage truck in Florida
said: "“Double your trash back if not
completely satisfied with our service!”
A sign on a dump truck in Virginia
said: ““A.L. SWEAT - Excavation
Work.” A sign on a small restaurant in
Tennessee said: ‘‘Eat and Get Gas.”
Of course, there was a service station
attached, but we weren’t tempted to
stop there after seeing that sign.

| got a kick out of a description of a
town somewhere in America. Paul
Harvey said he knew of a town so
tough that a bouncer is needed in the
Christian Science Reading Room.

I must mention the name of a motel
at the Ohio Turnpike, Exit 10, near the

Cleveland airport because of an un-
usual display of consideration. | stayed
there between flights recently and was
surprised to find breakfast of donuts
and coffee ready in the lobby as |
checked out in the morning. Later on
| received a “thank you'' note from the
manager, whose name is Wheal, of the
Stardust Motor Lodge. He has an eye
for good P.R., | reckon. Incidentally,
there's a fellow named Diehl who
square dances now and then. | wish
Wheal and Diehl would get together
and open up a western shop or a dance
hall. What an appropriate name with
which they could advertise!

Let’'s pause here for a CONFUS-
IONISM. The old sage hasn’t been
aired in this column recently. So-o0-0-0,
CONFUSION SAY: Most callers can
look FLOORWARD to see best people
in the world!"’

The other day | sat for two mag-
nificent hours, with nary a whimper,
in the offices of the travel service in
Detroit that will set up arrangements
for our magazine-sponsored Australia
and New Zealand trip for 1973.

| was getting more enthralled min-
ute by delicious minute as the colorful
South Seas itinerary began to unfold
before me. I’'m pleased to know, as you
may be, that the tour will be three full
weeks in length, include Australia, New
Zealand, Hawaii, and Fiji; and offer
not only plenty of pleasant sightseeing
and optional side trips, but also include
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several nights of dancing with club
dancers where we visit. Why not write
us for a brochure now, and start saving
those little ol’ copper pennies for the
target date of July, 1973, just a year
and a half away, hey?

CONFUSION SAY

Snobbish club member who com-
plains about new graduates joining
club causing slight dance level retarda-
tion is like unwise peasant who prays
for rain and then complains about a
little mud.

Tex Brownlee gave a plug to his
new 33 RPM gold record album this
way: “These records are selling like
hot cakes. Someone forgot to put the
hole in the center!”’

Thanks, Emmett Parrish, (Birming-
ham, Ala.) for that beautiful velvet
painting of square dancers that is now
adding interest to our new magazine
office walls.
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By the way, a place that's really
“out of this world,” with statues and
waterfalls and marble walls and Grecian
columns of huge proportions, where
one can eat in style at a reasonable
price, is the KAPOK TREE in Clear-
water. If you are ever in the St.
Petersburg-Tampa area, go there for a
meal in rare style.

If you don't believe me, ask a
Pelican. A pelican cannot know how
good the food can be. But a Belly-can!
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eRecorde
DEALERS

ARIZONA
Clay’s Barn
P.O. Box 1863
Sierra Vista 85635
Dancer’s accessories, caller’s equipment

CALIFORNIA

Nancy Seeley’s Records for Dancing

706 B Nimitz

China Lake, Cal. 93555

Also flags, books, shoes — All by mail!
ILLINOIS

Andy's Record Center

1614 N, Pulaski Rd.

Chicago 60639

Ask about our bonus plan

INDIANA
Whirlaway News & Records
CALLERS DREAM
13261 Chippewa Blvd.
Mishawaka 46544

MASSACHUSETTS
Jerry’'s Record Service
48 Grove St.
Springfield 01107
NORTH CAROLINA
Raybuck Record Serv.& Callers Sup.
Route 1, Box 226
Advance, N.C. 27006
OHIO
F & S Western Shop
1553 Western Ave.
Toledo 43609
Belt & Buckle Western Shop
Lee Gervais
1891 Mapleview Dr.
Cleveland 44131
WASHINGTON
Riley's Aqua Barn
15227 SE Maple Valley Highway
Renton, Washington 98055

Kappie’s Record Korral
10400 Renton Ave. So.
Seattle, Wash, 98178

Tango Bongo available.
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