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This issue marks six months of editing
and publishing SQUARE DANCE for us.
It's a good time to pause and reflect on
what we've involved ourselves in -~ we
have to keep reminding ourselves as well
as our readers of the purposes of such a
publication so we won't be discouraged
at the hurdles that confront us every
now and then.

So-- why? Well, certainly not for the
money we'll make, and not because we
have all the knowledge and wisdom to
solve the problems in this hobby. Very
generally, we can state that by provi-
ding information to callers, leaders and
dancers about the “wonderful world of
square dancing’” we will help the field to
grow--and grow better. Also we feel that

this growth can be accomplished by seek-

ing new ideas and methods, while hold—
ing on to the best traditions from the
past. Growth can also be accomtlished
when we manage to “stamp our drop-
outs” and also attract new enthusiasts
with programs strong on variety, and
balanced as far a level is concerned, so

we will continue to publish various kinds
of dance material. A folk dance article
will be coming soon- perhaps it is time
we re-discover how ‘well the ethnic dan-
ces fit into certain programs and how
much fun they are, especially with chil-
dren’s and family groups. Other factors,
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contributing to better square dancing,
are the development of purposeful cal-
lers organizations and dancer federations,
of professional attitudes among leaders
and callers, more widespread application
of skill training and leadership principles.
All of these we will try to keep before
the readers of SQUARE DANCE thru
articles by nationally-known personali-
ties and little-known "‘average dancers’’
with something to contribute to the
picture.

More letters are arriving now with de-
finite opinions on what has appeared in
recent issues, and facts to add which we
will print from time to time. We're glad
to hear from you and proud to say that
99 and 44/100% of the writers like
SQUARE DANCE. We like doing it, too-
after all, the first year’s the hardest, they
say, and half of it is behind us already.
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Dear Stan and Cathie,

I heartily agree with your February
‘69 issue of the Editors’ Page in
reference to National Square Dance
Conventions. If we try to build on the
firm foundation National Square
Dancing now enjoys, we will be much
further ahead in promoting the
solidarity of our great American

inheritance. T.S.D. (think square
dancing).
Cordially,
Vic Wills

Havertown, Pa.

®
Cathie & Stan Burdick:

- - .. You're doing a great job with
the journal - and each new copy is read
and appreciated as it arrives . . .

. . . .For the benefit of traveling
square & round dancers we are listed
in the yellow pages of the San
Francisco and San Mateo county
telephone directories under Square
Dance Callers. We are only too happy
to supply any and all kinds of
information. In addition, we maintain
a postoffice box number for those
who might care to write on ahead:
P.O. Box 612, Belmont, Cal. 94002.
Telephone (415) 593-6232.

Anne & Bill Jonas

P.S. We are attending the NATIONAL
in Seattle and doing some calling dates
in the Pacific Northwest, so we won’t
be home to answer the telephone in
late June or early July . ..

Dear Stan & Cathie:

Congratulations! Our most sincere
wishes for continued success in the
publishing world of square dancing.

We are so pleased with our new
issues. As we do not want any
interruptions in receiving the “new”
SQUARE DANCE, enclosed is check
to cover our renewal to the present
subscription.

Jim & Mary Harris
Norwich, Conn.
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. ... .. LEADERS

BADGES THAT SAY HELLO- Any
size, shape or design, 50 colors in
stock. Can copy any design or motif,
or design a new badge for you. Send in
sketch for free club sample.

Write for new free goofy and fun quali-
fying badge booklets. Fun qualifying
badges std. $1.00; deluxe $1.25.

New and used sound equipment-all
makes and power sizes, featuring Bo-
gen, Califone and Newcomb. Mikes:
AKG, Electro-Voice, Norelco, Shure:
Sony and Vega wireless mikes. Sony
tape recorders; Audio, Sony & Cassette
recording tape, reel and cartridge.

Other equipment: sound columns, mo-
nitors, mike and speaker stands, 7" re-
cord envelopes: clear plastic & green
stock, Speedup & SloDown for floors.

PLASTIC ENGRAVING SERVICES

BOB ROTTMANN

11041 So. Tolmen Ave.
Chicago, Illinois 60655
Beverly 3-5527 or 233-5527




AREN'T YOU GLAD YOU
IN YOUR QUIET MOMENTS OF READ SQUARE DANCE

REFLECTION ATHOME ————— MAGAZINE? DON’T YOU
WISH EVERYBODY DID?

7, SQUARE DOANCE %+

Please start my subscription NOW. My check (or money order) is enclosed

() One Year at $5. [] Two Years at $9.00
Canadian and Foreign add 50¢ a year for postage. U.S. Funids
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
STATE ZIP CODE
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Leapin’ Crawdads — we’ve got a
dandy special vacation issue coming up
next month - packed with square
dance vacations suggestions a mile
long. The response to our letters
inviting free vacation and festival
listings has been overwhelming. In case
you’ve got an item or an ad to add, it
ain’t to late, mate — let it circulate.
Get it in the mail to us by the 10th.
And, dancers — chat with us over the
back fence about where you like to
camp ‘n dance ‘n vacate.
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Confession is good for the soul and
“soul” is the big word today. It might
do us good to confess that now that
we’ve got six issues of this blooming
(not bloomin’) magazine into your
grand hands, we had a few anxious
moments the first couple of months.

There were a heap of initial expenses,
including the cost of printing way too
many copies of the first (rooster) issue
that almost caused us to. submerge.
But that’s all “water over the dam.”
Now we’re financially solvent and sure
that this mag is our bag for a good
long trip (no flub pub). In fact, we're
so sure of the venture now that we've
invested the price of a new luxury
model big car into just one piece of
equipment to  streamline our
operation! Would you believe it — this
little baby just sits on a table and
blinks its big expensive IBM initials at
us, while it does everything but think
up gag lines. (And as long as we
mentioned all the extra rooster issues,
why not send for these free magazines
to give your graduates as they leave
classes, or just to hand to dancing
friends?)

On my not-too-distant horizon are
two calling trips into Canada and I'm
rarin’ to go — I've heard so many good
comments about Canadians and their

enthusiasm for  western  square
dancing! One caller called Canada a
new frontier for introducing the
activity.  Canadians seem to
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by STAN BURDICK

instinctively like this form of dancing,
he said. They like it smooth, the way
it oughta be. In my limited contacts
with Canadians, I never found (like
Will Rogers) a Canadian I didn’t like.
Well, that could be like generalities
Pve pitched before that come back
foul, but them’s my
straightfrom-the-shoulder sentimental
sentiments of the moment. Happy
maple leaf, Commonwealthers,

Here’s a “quickie” word about that
90/10 proposal, as discussed in last
month’s magazine. Remember, this is
NOT an attempt to eliminate the
challenge workshop groups nor to urge
callers to cease to cater to these groups
if they are his particular cup of tea. We
are urging only that each caller wishing
to wear the badge agree to carefully
assess the wishes and needs
(program-wise) of the majority of
dancers in his area, and then
conscienciously attempt to meet these
needs. Keep those cards and letters

We've definitely decided to hop on
a big bird and head for Seattle this
June for the National Convention.
Eagerly anticipating taking some

dancers with us, too! Give the trip
some serious thoughts, guys and taws;
this type of trip could be worth more
to you in peopleplus values than
buying that new color TV this
summer. Think of ten to twenty
thousand dancers in living color and
“smile” at that ole black and white set
for another year.

AINT GOT Y Wiarey
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By the way, we want to say “hi” to
all our newfound S/D “family”” who’ll
search us out in Sgattle, we hope.

Recently I commented on a “crash”
square dance course coming up as part
of a vacation special this fall. Take a
look at the double-page Septemberfest
ad in this issue for details. Thanks for
the thoughts you sent, which seemed
to favor this kind of experiment. Why
not talk it up in and out of your
square now through summertime?
Consider those old friends who'’ve
been saying they’ve been “too busy”
to take off a night a week for umpteen
lessons, but who might be encouraged
to vacation and learn to square dance
simultanously at a beautiful resort
setting in the Bluegrass State.

A letter we received recently claims
there is much too much formal
organization in the square dance
picture. Dancers come to dance, not to
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be organized, is the premise. This
thought deserves more exposure, and
we plan to do a feature on it soon
including more of this reader’s
concern. Would you like to add
expressions pro or con? Fire away!
Send us a line. We’ll bend an ear. Then
we’ll bend your line.

Speaking of organizational pursuits,
did you hear about the caller who
wasn’t the most popular mike-grabber
in the business, and when he became
ill and was relieved of his stage stance
by replacements for a while, the club
sent him a note which said, “Best
wishes for a speedy recovery....by a
vote of 28 to 20 (signed) Your club
officers.”

Then there was Sam, an ox team
driver, who saw a lizard crawling up a
tree. He took his whip and cleverly
snapped off the lizard’s head. Further
along, with skillful precision, he
picked a horse fly off a fence. A man
‘riding with him said, “Sam, take a
crack at that homet’s nest over there.”

Sam grinned and replied, “No siree,
them fellows is organized.”

So, we're organizing, after six
months of not too little struggle, for a
quality magazine to serve and
perpetuate the wonderful hobby of
square dancing. The road ahead is
smoothing out, and looks awfully
exciting,

“When your burdens overwhelm you,
Confront them squarely, strength

‘Testore;

God gave us rugged hills for climbing,
To appreciate the valleys more.”

eRocorde
DEALERS

CANADA
Canadian Music Sales

58 Advance Rd.
Toronto, Ont.

GEORGIA
Record Center
2581 Piedmont Rd. N.E.
Atlanta 30324

OHIO
Dart Western Shoppe
1299 Goodyear Bivd.
Akron, Ohio 44305

OHIO
F & S Western Shop
1553 Western Ave.
Toledo, 43609
ILLINOIS
Andy’s Record Center
1614 N’ Pulaski Rd.
Chicago 60639

"“Ask about our bonus plan*

INDIANA
Stevens Camera Supplies
3600 S. Main St.
Elkhart 46514

WASHINGTON

Aqua Barn Western Shop
1230% Westlake Ave. No.
Seattle

MASSACHUSETTS
Jerry’s Record Service

48 Grove St.
Springfield, Mass. 01107
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