Transcription:
Hampstead Jan. 10th /64
Dearest Husband,
I recd a dear good
loving letter from my dear good
husband day before yesterday and I
havn’t been so much pleased with
a letter for a long time. And I want
to write a good long answer but have
got a bad head ache. Let me see I was sick when I wrote you before.
Well, I did not get so to go out any
where till last night when I went up
to Ben Sargent’s to a choir-meeting
with William & Julia. I didn’t get
cold but set up late to finish some
shoes after I got home and am sleepy
and tired. Mr Sargent is going to
leave town tomorrow morning. He is
going to the western part of Pensylvania
to work. We thought his leaving
would break our choir all up, but
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Julia and William Davis have
agreed to help us and I guess we
shall stick together a little longer
Julia leads and plays both. Ida
is taking lessons of Mary Kelley.
I think she will make a first rate
player
Laura Stickney died last week
of the diptheria and her mother is
very sick with it. It is a terible disorder
I think it is almost sure death if
any one haves the real diptheria.
I hope it won’t come to us, now you
are away especialy, but I dread it all of
the time.
Nelson wants me to ask you
if you will sell your gun. He says he
will give you ten dollars for it. He said
the reason he mentioned it now, was
he didn’t know but you would sell him
this, and get you another out there.
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Two of Elmars comrades came to see
Julia the other day. They have reenlisted
and have come home on a furlough
I should think a ^ any soldier would
wish they had not reenlisted if they
should go through Washington and see
the negress on the capitol representing
the godess of liberty. What would you
have said five years ago if any one
would have told you that your country
would have sufferd such a disgrace as
this. But I am getting on the forbiden
ground, so I will stop.
I am glad you liked the handkerchief. I will get you another soon
Well I beleive I wont write much
more. I have got to wash the children
and put them to bed. I will write
more next time. Annie has been trying
to learn to write to you I guess she
will make out next time I write
Good night darling yours as ever
Emmy
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