
City  Of  Dover,  New Hampshire,  Annual  Report 
Mayor's Report 

To the  Citizens of Dover: 

I herewith  submit  my report  for  the  year 1961. 

This was a busy year,  and I feel  that  much was ac-
complished! 

A committee  was appointed  to  revise Plumbing and 
Building Codes of the  City and to  prepare an Electrical 
Code. This to  provide modern methods and techniques, 
resulting  in greater  safety to  the  community,  and they will 
result  in more favorable  insurance rates to  home owners, 
business and industry. 

The Boston & Ma ine Railroad sold its  Passenger Station 
to the  City and erected  a new one. 

Street Waste Disposal Baskets were attached  to  parking meters in an effort  to  keep our City clean. 

The Council voted Firemen (7) extra  paid holidays. 
The Fire Chief's post was made a permanent  one. 
New Playground was opened at  Morn ings ide Park. 
The Public Works Department  was granted two  hourly 

w a g e increases. 

The City accepted the  Sewage Treatment  Plant,  which 
meant a payment of $34,500 to  the  City of Dover by the 
Federal Government.  It  is now, and a lways has been my 
candid opinion that  both  State and Federal governments 
should find  ways to  take care of our pollution  problem. 
M a k e no mistakes about it,  I a m all  in favor  of clearing 
up pollution  in our water  and water  ways but  I could 
never justify  this addit ional  expense to  our small towns 
and cities.  There should be other  legislation  passed, where-
by this could be accomplished without  this added burden on 
our citizens,  and I hope that  steps will  be taken in that 
direction  soon. 

Dover expressed interest  in acquir ing two  of the  three 
Wells in Madbu ry and Dover to  be sold as surplus, by the 
U. S. Government. 

With Council members and members of the  Water 
Board, I attended  a meeting called  by Governor Powell 
to reaffirm  the  City's position  that  Bellamy Dam and water 
supply be operated  by a Seacoast Water Commission under 
the State Water Resources Board, and as a member of 
that  Board, I am still  of  the  opinion that  the  only right 
and just  way is to  continue  to  fight  for  a metropolitan 
water  system for  Dover and all  surrounding towns. 

Renovations were made at  Dover High School at  a 
cost of  $324,453. Permanent improvements were made at 
Pierce and Sawyer Schools. 

Bond issue of $68,000 was approved for  further 
development  of the  First Street  Parking Lot and the  esta-
blishment  of a new lot  on Third Street, 

Construction of new National  Gua rd Armory on O a k 
Street Extension was started.  When completed,  the  present 
Armory on Washington Street  will  be turned  over to  the 
City. 

New Hospital addit ion  w a s completed  and the  name 
of Wentworth-Dover  City Hospital was changed to  Went-
worth-Douglass Hospital. 

Construction by the  Dover Housing Authority  of pro-
jects  to  h—v: * forty  (40) elderly  fami''.„:  off  Union St «' arc4 

a 60-unit  housing project  adjoining  Mineral Park got well 
under way. 

With several City officials  I made two  trips  to  N e w 
York to  seek funds avai lable  for  Urban Renewal here. 
Shortly after  my visits,  two  Federal officials  came to  Dover 
to study the  Urban Renewal program.  W e are very hopeful 
that  these projects  will  soon benefit  the  City. 

A Trailer  Truck crashed thru  the  Whittier  Falls Bridge. 
The Council accepted a $20,800 settlement  offer  from  the 
Insurance Company of the  truck  that  destroyed the  bridge. 

There were several personnel changes during the  year: 
Wi l l iam  Mitchell  resigned as Dover's Recreation Direc-

tor  and was succeeded by George F. Pelletier. 
City Engineer Donald Huston resigned to  become 

Public Works Director  at  Nahant , Massachusetts. 
W e were all  saddened by the  sudden death of James 

Powell,  our Finance Director. 
Fred Guilmette  resigned on December 29th ofter 

serving the  citizens  of Dover for  eighteen (18) year$. He 
will  be missed at  City Hall. 

We had a record budget of $2,180,302. By careful 
p lanning by all  departments,  we were able to  cut  the  tax 
rate  50c to  $60.00 per M. Of this total  $27.50 will  be used 
to run the  City,  $29.30 for  School operation,  and $3.20 
will  go to  the  County. 

It  was a privilege  to  serve you the  past two  years. 
Without  the  co-operation  and help of the  Department  Heads 
and all  members of the  City Hall staff,  our goals would 
not have been attained.  To each and every one of them,  my 
sincere thanks. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Patrick J. Greene, M a y o r 

GENERAL 
GOVERNMENT 

Report Board of Assessors 
Under the  New Hampshire State Statutes,  it  is the 

duty of the  Assessing Department  to  make the  assessment 
on all  real  estate and on all  personal property  which is 
subject  to  taxes under the  Statutes.  It  is well  to  point  out 
that  under the  Statutes,  all  real  estate is taxable  unless 
it  is specifically  exempted under State Statute,  whereas 
personal property  is taxable  only if  specifically  spelled 
out in the  Statutes. 

It  is also the  duty  of the  Assessing Department  to 
assess head and poll  taxes and to  administer  the  W a r 
Service Exemption which is granted to  W a r Service veter-
ans under conditions which are also dictated  by New Hamp-
shire Statutes. 

There is maintained  in the  Assessor 's Office,  a sep-
arate card for  each piece of property.  Each card has a 
description  of the  property,  size and location  of lot  and 
a description  and sketch of the  building  if  any. 

The Board of Assessors welcomes all  taxpayers and 
will  be g lad to  review  their  assessments with  them at 
their  convenience, pointing  out  the  detailed  method of 
computing the  assessment. If  any errors in dimensions of 
lot,  topography of land,  description  or dimensions of build-
ings are discovered, the  same will  be promptly  adjusted. 

The Board of Assessors report  for  the  year ending 
December 31, 1961, as follows: 

ASSESSMENT 

School Tax 

Total  Assessment 
Veterans Exemption 

Total  Net Taxable 

TAX 
Real Estate and Live Stock 
Stock-ln-Trade 
Boats 
Trailers 
School Tax 
Bank Stock 
Timber Tax 

Total  Tax 

100,375.00 

$33,023,909.00 
1,400,800.00 

$31,623,109.00 

$1,560,448.14 
319,434,00 

1,863.30 
9,618.60 
2,941.00 
1,834.30 

370.67 

$1,896,510.01 

Building Inspector 

The Office  of the  Building Inspector reports  the  fol-
lowing.  A n analysis of the  building  activity  in the  City of 
Dover dur ing 1961 established the  fol lowing  information: 

BUILDING PERMITS FOR THE YEAR 1961 

M O N T H NO. EST. COST FEES 
January 6 $ 30,500 $ 38.00 
February 6 339,500 344.00 
March 12 78,600 92.00 
April 29 207,500 240.00 
M a y 22 1,263,441 1,290.50 
June 48 369,950 425.00 
July 11 96,700 95.00 
August 35 202,575 245.00 
September 20 84,000 108.00 
October 30 231,550 277.00 
November 9 29,900 42.00 
December 17 482,500 500.00 

245 $3,416,716 $3,696.50 

Total  Estimated Cost Of Construction For The Year 1960 
- $ 1 , 5 0 8 , 6 6 0 . 

Report of City Clerk 
COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

In 1961, the  M a y o r and Council participated  in the 
fol lowing  legislative  sessions: Twelve monthly  meetings, 
six special meetings,  and three  public  hearings. Dur ing 
these meetings,  five  (5) ordinances were adopted as well 
as 39 resolutions. 

ADMINISTRATION A N D REVENUES 

The fol lowing  is a compilation  and summary of money 
collected  in this office  for  the  year 1961 for  licenses, fees, 
permits,  searches, certificates  and var ious legal documents. 
Dog Licenses $1,692.50 
Pool and Billiard  Licenses 230.00 
Taxi Licenses 275.00 
Plumbing Permits 703.60 
Auditor ium  Rentals 785.00 
U.C.C. Fees 2,660.00 

627.00 
401.00 

85.00 
312.00 

12.50 
40.00 
93.00 

120.00 

Mar r iage Licenses 
Birth  Certificates 
Mar r iage Certificates  .  .  . 
Death Certificates 
Voting Certificates 
Bellamy Park Licenses .  . 
Election Fees 
Pinball Machine Licenses 

Total $8,036.60 

ELECTIONS 
In the  year 1961 there  were two  elections  held in 

Dover, N e w Hampshire, on the  fol lowing  dates. 

REFERENDUM held September 26, 1961. 
Plan 1 (Mayor Council Plan) 

OR 
Plan 2 (City  M a n a g e r Plan) 

W a r d No, of Ballots Cast Plan 1 Plan 2 
1 1394 452 939 
2 924 407 516 
3 921 253 666 
4 1666 499 1162 
5 532 314 216 

1925 3499 
Total  Ballots Cast 5424 

Property Assessments. 
Stock-ln-Trade 
Live 5tock 
Boots 
Trailer* 

$27,346,629.00 
5,323,900.00 

47,490.00 
31,055.00 

174,460.00 

Note: Discrepancies in totals  are accounted for  by 
ballots  declared void, 

Second Election held November 7, 1961, is known as 
the Muncipal Election which resulted  as follows:  Total  Bal-
lots cast,  5342. 

COUNCILMEN ELECTED 

W A R D 1 Elmer 6, Koehler 7 7 0 
W A R D 2 Edmund Charest 315 
W A R D 3 Stanley D. Flint  476 
W A R D 4 James E. Lothrop 738 
W A R D 5 John M a g l a r a s 178 

FOR COUNCILMEN AT LARGE 

Ambrose E. Breen 2,210 
Henry J. Ellis 2,057 
Walwor th  Johnson 2,428 
Stuart N. Shaines 2,364 

FOR MEMBER OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

W A R D 1 Allen F. Crandal l 891 
W A R D 2 Jesse M. Gait 343 
W A R D 3 Donald R. Bryant 659 
W A R D 4 John F. Kenney 743 
W A R D 5 Agnes McLaughl in 299 

FOR MEMBER OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
AT LARGE 

Ernest W. Christensen 2,672 
Robert F. Wi lson 2,754 

VITAL STATISTICS 
1960 1961 

Births 534 565 
Mar r iages 196 216 
Deaths 208 234 

PURCHASING 

The Purchasing Department  conducts centralized  pur-
chasing for  common supplies and processes and reviews 
specifications,  requisitions  and bids. The practice  of com-
petitive  bidding and centralized  purchasing results in 
savings in each department. 

Report of Tax Collector 

The Office  of the  Tax Collector  is responsible for  the 
collection  of all  head, poll  and property,  both  real  and* 
personal, taxes. It  is also responsible for  collection  of water 
bills,  timber  tax,  stock-in-trade  and automobile  excise taxes. 

Dur ing the  year 1961, $228,652.09 was collected  for 
the Water Department  for  Meter Rates, Maintenance and 
new service bills. 

A total  of  $192,697.03 was committed  to  the  Collec-
tion  Office  for  the  January, February, July and Augus t 
billings.  This was an increase of $36,491.37 over last year. 

The Property  Tax Warrant,  committed  to  the  Collector 
by the  Assessors on August 17, 1961, was in the  amount 
of $1,894,305.04. This is an increase of $32,763.20 over 
the previous year.  As of December 31, 1961, $1,654,400.36 
has been collected  for  1961 property  taxes. 

Dur ing the  year 1961, $115,801.17 was collected  for 
Motor Vehicle registrations.  This is an increase of $10,-
507.02 over the  year 1960. 

There were 166 parcels of real  estate on the  posting 
list  with  a value of $38,920.15, but  at  the  time  of the  Tax 
Sale it  was reduced to  91 parcels with  a value of $14,-
475.18. 

The amount of property  taxes to  be redeemed for  all 
previous years is now $10,094,43, 

O n June 27, 1961, the  Head Tax Warran t was sub-
mitted  to  the  Collector  by the  Assessors in the  amount of 
$47,125.00. O n December 31, 1961, $31,315.00 had been 
collected. 

O n June 27, 1961, the  Poll Tax Warran t w a s submitted 
to the  Collector  by the  Assessors in the  amount of $13,-
682.00 and on December 31, 1961, $9,290 had been col-
lected. 

M a n y of these Head and Poll Taxes are paid at  the 
time  of Motor Vehicle Registration so that  the  collection 
f igure  on Apri l  1st is very much higher. 

Other collection  activities  dur ing the  year 1961 in-
cluded the  mail ing  out  of water  bills,  and water  service 
bills,  over 5,000 property  tax bills,  9,425 head and poll 
tax bills,  1,101 notices on delinquent  head and poll  tax 
bills,  and 320 courtesy notices on property  taxes-

t CoUeitit-ris  far  Year 1961 

$ Motor Vehicles 
Nat ional Bank Stock Tax 
Costs & Fees 
Property Tax Current (1961) 
Property Tax Prior (all  years) 
Penalties an Tax (Interest) 
Head Tax Current (1961) 
Head Tax Prior 
Poll Tax Current (1961) 
Poll Tax Prior 
Head Tax Penalties 
Timber Tax 
Redemptions 
Interest  after  Sale 
Misc. Expense 

115,801.17 
1,877.70 

627.10 
1,654,400.36 

255,170.58 
5,287.86 

31,315.00 
12,000.00 

9,290.00 
3,372.00 
1,227.00 

839.30 
11,144.04 

386.93 
37.69 

$2,102,701.35 
Collections for  Water Department  228,652.09 

Collections for  1960 

Increase in 1961 

$2,331,353.44 
2,157,600.26 

$ 173,753.18 

Report of Solicitor 

The normal operation  of the  City requires consider-
able time  from  the  City Attorney.  There are many legal 
problems which arise in the  Finance Department  and the 
School Department  and other  areas of municipal  opera-
tion,  and these each require  individual  and detailed  at-
tention. 

Dur ing the  latter  part  of  1960 and the  early part  of 
1961, a great deal of  time  was spent with  the  then City 
Engineer, Mr . Donald Huston, in endeavor ing to  locate  the 
boundary lines of the  city-owned  property  at  the  municipal 
dump, which w a s being operated  as a sanitary land fill. 
There were many problems in connection with  the  reloca-
tion  of the  dump. However, dur ing these times in trying  to 
locate  the  var ious old deeds, a great deal of  cooperation 
was experienced from  Mr. Huston, and the  State Health 
Department. 

The largest item  of interest  perhaps that  came dur ing 
1961 was the  disaster involving the  Whittier  Street  Bridge, 
when on October 13, a truck,  in crossing, went  through the 
bridge.  Subsequent to  that  accident,  negotiations  were 
initiated  with  the  insurance representatives  of the  owners 
of the  motor  vehicle  which destroyed the  bridge,  and short-
ly before  the  end of the  year,  an offer  of $20,800 was 
received from  the  insurance company to  replace the  bridge. 
The legal representative  of the  City of Dover was quite 
concerned with  the  amount of this offer.  The insurance com-
pany was contacted  for  further  clarification  of how they 
arr ived  at  an offer  of  this amount to  replace this bridge. 
The insurance company stated  that  they had plans and 
d raw ings and specifications  for  the  new bridge prepared 
by the  E. D. Swett Construction Co. of Pembroke, N e w 
Hampshire. 

O n the  basis of the  plans and specifications,  and on per-
sonal contact  with  the  construction  company, it  was recom-
mended that  the  offer  of the  insurance company be ac-
cepted.  This was at  a special meeting of the  City Council 
which w a s held,  dur ing fhe last week of the  administration. 

The City Council at  that  time  conditionally  accepted 
this offer,  and suggested that  fhe insurance company be 
contacted  with  the  idea in mind of accepting the  offer,  pro-
vided that  releases could be obtained  from  the  driver  of the 
vehicle,  running in favor  of the  City of Dover. This would 
not normally  be q function  of an insurance carrier,  to  ob-

tain  these releases; however,  the  instructions  of the  then 
City Council were complied  with  and the  insurance com-
pany was so notified. 

During 1961 the  case load was over 900 cases process-
ed in Munic ipal Court This consisted largely  of motor  vehi-
cle violations,  however,  there  were other  private  types of 
complaints which were handled by the  Law Department  as 
a matter  of courtesy to  the  general public. 

Dover Police Court 
During 1961 a total  of  966 cases were disposed of 

by the  Court.  This represents a drop of 103 cases from  the 
previous year 1960, at  which time  we had a total  of 
1,069. The drop is accounted for  by the  failure  of the 
State Police to  conduct radar speed checks on the  same 
scale as was done in i960. Dur ing fhe radar check in 
1960, as many as fifty  (50) speeding cases were heard at 
one time  in Dover Municipal Court.  Thus the  966 represents 
an increase in actual  cases handled when the  radar cases 
are taken into  account. 

As usual, the  bulk of the  cases were of the  motor 
vehicle variety,  and it  would be of interest  at  this time 
to mention  that  total  fines for  all  cases totalled  $15,-
755.00 and of this amount $8,312.02 was paid directly  to 
the Motor Vehicle Department  under the  existing statu-
tory  arrangement.  The present formula  of a l lowing  the 
town to  retain  the  first  $5.00 of each fine  levied  and 1 0 % 
of the  excess amount over $5.00 is a most uneconomical 
arrangement insofar as the  local  municipality  is concerned. 
To give a standard example,  the  Court,  on f inding  a re-
spondent guilty  of dr iv ing  while  intoxicated,  usually levies 
a $150.00 fine;  of  this amount th*> City retains  $19.50, and 
fhe Motor Vehicle Department  $130.50. 

This shar ing arrangement applies on ALL motor 
vehicle offenses under State law,  and the  net  result  is that 
in this particular  case, Dover Munic ipal Court retained 
from total  fines collected  in 1961 some $7,154.60. This 
last f igure  w a s not  adequate to  cover the  salaries, ex-
penses and costs of furniture  and equipment  for  the  year 's 
operation. 

Re-dress should be sought through the  City of Dover's 
legislative  delegation  to  introduce  some form  of bill  in the 
State Legislature to  amend the  present 'share ' formula  to 
the State Agency. It  would appear from  this particular  case 
that  raising the  formula  so as to  al low  the  city  to  keep the 
first  $10.00 and 2 0 % of the  excess over $10.00, would 
result  in sufficient  amount of fines to  pay all  necessary 
operating expenses. 

The Court offers  A Small Claims service to  local  busi-
ness people and creditors,  but  this procedure appears to 
have little  enthusiasm in the  community,  due to  the  fact 
that  enforcement  procedures are lacking when the  debtors 
fail  to  respond to  the  certified  mail  notice.  Here aga in , 
legislative  action  would be required  to  more effectively 
implement  the  use of this Small Claim Court by the  general 
public. 

A total  of  48 cases of delinquent  children  were heard 
by the  Court dur ing 1961 and fhe problem of juvenile 
del inquency is one that  occupies a considerable amount 
of the  time  of the  Chief of  Police,  Inspector George Hester, 
Judge Ovi la J Gregoire, Associate Justice Walter  A . Calder-
wood and Special Justice Bradford Mclntire,  The N e w 
Hampshire Probation Department  acts as a supervisory 
agency in nearly all  of  these juvenile  offenses. 

The rapid  growth  of the  Dover area will  continue  to 
add to  the  volume of work to  the  Dover Court and it  is a 
problem shared in common by several municipalities  in the 
State. M a n y officials  are aware of fhe problem and efforts 
should be made from  time  to  time  to  clarify  fhe handl ing 
and processing of Court Work, so that  when 'Mr. John 
Q Public' has 'his day ' in Court,  he will  feel  it  is justice 
that  he receives rather  than the  h igh-handed exercise of 
the police  power. 

Report of Planning Board 
The Dover Planning Board held its  organizat ion  meet-

ing on January 16, 1961, Eugene S. Meserve was re-elected 
Chai rman and Arthur  J. DuBois was re-elected  Secretary. 
Albert  O- Bernard was appointed  to  a six-year term.  Arthur 
J. Grimes represented the  City Council on the  Board a n d 
Robert N- Gillis  represented the  Administration.  Other 
members of the  Planning Board were Laurence R. Nealley, 
E. Vincent McDonald , Robert L. Fox and M a y o r Patrick  J. 
Greene. The Planning Board met  18 times dur ing 1961. 

During the  course of the  year,  the  Planning Board 
granted prel iminary  approval to  2 subdivisions involving 
15 residential  lots-

The 1961-62 Program for  Communi ty Improvement 
was submitted  to  the  Housing and Home Finance Agency 
for  review  in November, fo l lowing  its  preparat ion  by the 
Planning Board Staff  and approva l by the  City Council. 

The M a y o r and Council authorized  the  Planning 
Board to  make application  for  an Urban Planning Assis-
tance Program administered  by the  Housing and Home 
Finance Agency in order  to  complete  the  Master Plan. In 
August, HHFA advised city  officials  that  a Federal grant 
in the  amount of $6,000 had been approved- The Planning 
Board then proceeded,  with  the  assistance of the  N e w 
Hampshire State Planning and Development Commission, 
to engage a p lanning consultant  to  prepare the  Neighbor-
hood Analyses and the  Parking and Traffic  Circulation 
Plan. The Staff  was augmented by the  addit ion  of a plan-
ning technician  to  assist in the  preparation  of a capital 
improvement  program and a community  facilities  plan. 
At year's end, all  four  studies were nearing completion.  To-
gether with  previously completed  sections these reports 
will  constitute  the  Master Plan. 

Following several months of study,  a comprehensive 
revision of the  Plumbing Code was submitted  to  the  City 
Council for  enactment  as an ordinance.  The City's first 
Electrical  Code w a s prepared and referred  to  the  City At-
torney  for  legal review. 

The Staff  completed  the  first  draft  of  the  comprehen-
sive revision of the  Zoning Ordinance. The Planning Board 
is presently  reviewing  the  proposal. 

The Planning Board and its  Staff  continues its  service 
to the  citizens  of Dover through advis ing them with  regard 
to the  development  of land and the  application  of ordin-
ances and regulations. 

Dur ing 1962, it  is anticipated  fhat  fhe new Zoning 
Ordinance will  be adopted,  the  Master Plan will  be im-
plemented  and the  community  will  begin to  experience 
a revita  lizatiorv 

j 


